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Welcome to Ms. Bohnert’s Brainy Butterflies
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Welcome to Kindergarten.  My name is Ms. Bohnert.  I will be your child’s teacher this year in Room 008.  
This will be my tenth year teaching Kindergarten at Woerner Elementary.  I also have experience with grades 2, 3, 4 and 5.  I love teaching Kindergarten and I hope I will be able to use all that I’ve learned over the years to give your child the educational experience he or she is entitled to.  We are busy bees! 
Being in a Single Gender Classroom

While some aspects of behavior management may be slightly different, the expectations of learning are exactly the same.  When students are given the MAP test beginning in 3rd grade and every test they take through Middle, High School and College, there is no consideration of their gender.  It is important to keep in mind, the purpose of creating a Single Gender School is to improve academic performance.  With your help and support at home, you daughter now has a better chance to do just that!  It is going to be a fantastic year!
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First Week To-Do List
·   Read and review packet from Mrs. Meyer.  Remove front and back pages.  Sign the appropriate forms and return packet as soon as possible.
(   Check supply list. (SLPS list OK)  Purchase missing items.  Send supplies:

      Most important:  pencil box, back pack, change of clothes and  20

      individually wrapped snacks for 1st month.  
·   Make sure your child has a standard size backpack.  Deals and Dollar 
  Stores have cheap backpacks and uniforms.  
·   Check with office if you are not sure about lunch payment.  (If you send 
  lunch, no soda or candy please.)
·   Make sure you have sent one change of clothing, (pants, socks and 
  underwear are most important).   Place them in a large zip lock bag 

  (if possible) with your child’s name written on the bag. 
·   Check Homework Folder every night.  Initial calendar to show you 
  checked your child’s homework and behavior and fill out Reading Log. 
·   Do not send rest items, (PILLOWS, BLANKETS, NO TOYS OF ANY KIND AT
  SCHOOL, INCLUDING BALLS).  We only rest about 15 minutes with our 

  heads down on our tables in our room.  If your child requires a longer 

  rest time, she will be allowed to rest with another Kindergarten class.
Classroom Instruction
All instruction at Woerner Elementary is designed to support the Common Core Standards.  The Kindergarten and First Grade Language Arts and Math Standards are at the end of this document.
BALANCED LITERACY  
Our Balanced Literacy Program is a comprehensive, differentiated approach to reading and writing instruction. It is based on a framework that is designed to help all students learn to read and write effectively.

The Balanced Literacy Program is based on three components; Reading, Writing, and Language/Word Study.  
In the Primary Classrooms, the Balanced Literacy Program is implemented through various activities within Reading, Writing, and Language/Word Study.  We will use the Reading and Writing Workshop Model in our classroom to blend these three components into a fun and meaningful learning experience for your child.  
	 Reading:
 

Read Aloud
Shared Reading
Guided Reading
Literacy Center
	Writing:
 

Shared Writing
Interactive Writing
Guided Writing
Independent Writing
	Language/Word Study:
 

Handwriting
Phonemic Awareness
Spelling Instruction
Phonics Instruction
Vocabulary Instruction
 


For more information, please search key words, (reading workshop, writing workshop, balanced literacy).
Math

We use Envision Math at Woerner.  This math program is supplemented as needed to address Common Core requirements.  We will be using the “Math Workshop” model in our classroom.  There are three major components of math workshop. They are the mini lesson, the work stations, and the reflection.

1. Math Workshop Launch (Mini lesson) – Question of the day or introduction of the daily objective.

2. Math Workshop Stations or Centers – applying and practicing what was learned.

3. Math Workshop Reflection - Students come together and use their language to explain what they have learned.

Written Communication

	S[image: image2.wmf]peci
	· The district has provided Web Sites for each school.  Each teacher will have a classroom page.  The Woerner calendar and news will be on the home page.     http://slpses.schoolwires.net/slpses/site/default.asp   or the main SLPS sight http://slps.schoolwires.net/slps/site/default.asp  and follow the links provided.

· Watch for monthly paper calendar and lunch menu from the office.

· Homework is sent home on Monday and should be returned by Friday.  I use one folder for homework, behavior reporting, star student and a monthly reading log.  Please check and initial this folder every day.  
· Watch for notes from the principal and other school wide handouts.  Also…make sure Mrs. Meyer has your current e-mail.  She will be sending lots of news via email this year.
· Be sure your child has a backpack to carry her  Homework/Behavior/folder. 


Arrival and Dismissal  
Children eating breakfast must be at school by 8:45 a.m.  
Children not eating breakfast need to be at school, (in the gym) by 9:05 a.m.  Children will be escorted to class at 9:05 a.m.   Please do not send your children to school before 9:00 a.m. if they are not eating breakfast.  No one will be allowed to play on the playground before school this year.  Instead, children will be expected to sit quietly in the gym with a book (that they need to have in their book bag).   Please be prompt.  We will be doing many things as soon as we enter the classroom which will set the tone and pace for your child’s entire day.  
Children will be dismissed at 4:07 p.m. directly outside at the Rear North Exit.  Kindergarteners will be brought out the door at approximately 4:05 p.m. to avoid the rush of older children.  
Children will not be released from class to parents without a note (or phone call) from the office.  You must go to the office first if you are picking up your child for early dismissal.  The office will call our room and we will send your child to the office (with an Aid if your child cannot find the office).   Please see the Woerner Dismissal and Arrival Policy attached.
Backpacks 
are needed for Kindergarten. A regular size is best as a Homework Folder is sent home on a daily basis with homework on Monday-Thursday.  Please check and clean out your child’s backpack on a regular basis.
Supplies   
Please see the supply list you received when you enrolled your child. 
The following items are not required, but would be appreciated as we use quite a lot of these through the year:
Baby wipes/Wet Ones


Paper towels

Napkins 




Paper or plastic cups

Juice boxes for special treats

Construction paper
Band-aids




small paper plates/bowels
Snack Time  
On the first day of each month, each child should bring 20 (number may change) individually wrapped snacks to share with classmates at snack time during that month.  Please send items that may be stored for up to one month.   
Food Allergies  

Each year at least one child in our classroom is diagnosed with food allergies, usually peanuts or tree nuts.  Please be careful not to purchase snacks that contain peanuts/tree nuts (for those children with peanut or tree nut allergies.  If your child’s allergy is severe, please speak with me.  It would be best to supply your own snack from home every day.
Birthdays
are a very important time in your child’s life and we will acknowledge your child’s birthday in school on the closest day. We need to keep this to a minimum to protect our learning time.  No cakes please.    Cupcakes or cookies and juice boxes are fine.  Thanks.
Homework Folders (Homework/Behavior/Reading Log)  
I will provide the first folder for your child. Lost or destroyed folders can be replaced for a cost of $2.00.  The Homework folder will be used for the following:

· Weekly Homework Packet (Sent home on Monday, returned on Friday).  
· Monthly Behavior/Reading Log- There is a box above each day for you to initial. (See Behavior Information on next page)

· Memos and forms from the office. (Left pocket)

· Completed worksheets and art projects. (Right Pocket)
Please remove completed student work at the end of each day or at least weekly.  
Homework 

Homework will reinforce skills being taught that day or week.  It will not be difficult and should only take about 15 minutes or less for each page. 

Reading to your child:  Part of your child’s homework assignment will be to read to your child and record the name of the book and time spent reading on the reading log.  Your child is expected to be read to, or read an average of 15 minutes per day.  You may choose any reading material (in your native language) that you and your child enjoy. Before you know it, your child will be reading to you. The closest library is the Carondalet Library on Michigan Ave.  Carpenter Library on Grand and the Buder Library on Hampton have great children’s books too.  It’s OK to read books in your native language.
Lunch 
If your child has to pay either full or reduced lunch fees, it would be very helpful if you could pre-pay by check at the beginning of each week (or month).  If you need to send cash, please put it in an envelope or plastic baggie with your child’s name and the amount enclosed, and then place it in her homework folder.  I will see it in there.    If you send lunch, please do not send large bags of chips, hot fries, soda or candy.  These items are not healthy food choices for lunch and seem to affect children’s behavior and mood in the afternoon.  They will be sent home or disposed of if they are open.
Money for Books or Fieldtrips 
Please send any money for fieldtrips, etc., sealed in an envelope with your child’s name and the amount enclosed written on the front of the envelope.  

Rest Time
In room 008, we rest with our heads on our desk.  
Do not pillows, blankets, towels or toys.  These will be returned home.
Character Education (Discipline)
We are continuing our PBIS program this year at Woerner.  Students will be taught correct procedures and behaviors for “All Settings” at school.
To help reinforce the importance of good behavior I will enter a happy straight or sad face in your child’s homework folder every night.  A note or phone call will accompany a sad face or repeated inappropriate behaviors.
Please see the school-wide discipline plan.  If disrespectful behavior continues, the school-wide discipline consequences will be followed.

Reporting Progress to Parents 
While we focus on developing individual skills in Kindergarten, we still need to use common guidelines to make sure your child is ready to move on to first or second grade at the end of the year.  You should expect the following information on the dates indicated on the District Calendar.  
Progress Reports are sent home at five week intervals if you need to be alerted to some difficulty your child is having at school.  On these reports, the Scoring Guide is S for Satisfactory, N for Needs Improvement or U for Unsatisfactory. (Subject to change)
Regular Report Cards are prepared quarterly for all students.  Parents are expected to meet with the teacher at the end of the first and third quarters to discuss your child’s progress.  You will receive information about this sometime in October.  

You may not always see a number or letter grade on your child’s paper in Kindergarten/First grade.  Many times, children will receive a sticker or happy face.  For example, journaling is a creative activity that I don’t usually grade, because I want your child to be positive and not worry about grades during this activity.  Only quarterly writing assessments are graded.   Teacher made assessments and observations are used to ensure your child is achieving the Common Core Standards.
The current progress report used by the district may be changing to support the new Common Core Standards.  Here is the key for the current  Progress and Report Card used.
Progress – sent 4 times a year, between regular Report Cards. (Effort only)

Report Cards – sent 4 times a year, at 10 week intervals. 

KEY
	4 =


	Progress

Consistently demonstrates expected performance

Independently applies skills

Completes work accurately
	Effort

        E = Excellent Effort

        S = Satisfactory Effort

        P = Progressing

        C = Area of Concern

	3 =


	Usually demonstrates performance

Needs minimal assistance in applying skills

Few inconsistencies in work and/or  applications
	

	
	
	Objectives

+ (plus) = Consistently

- (minus) = Inconsistently

	2 =


	Sometimes demonstrates expected performance

Limited understanding of concepts

Often requires assistance in developing skills

Inconsistencies in work and/or applications 
	

	1 =
	Seldom demonstrates expected performance

Minimal understanding of concepts

Needs 1- on -1 assistance in applying & developing skills/concepts

Many inconsistencies in work and applications   
	


Clothing and Shoes   
Woerner students will be expected to wear uniforms again this year. (See Woerner Uniform Policy at end of handbook).  On PE days, children must wear gym shoes.  If your child cannot tie her own shoes, please consider buying velcro shoes.  They are much safer for children walking in line and running at recess and P.E..  Girls must have shorts, pants or leggings under skirts if skirts or jumpers are worn.  
I hope this answers some of your questions.  I am really excited about this year.  Please call me if you have any questions at 481-8585, and I will return your call as soon as possible.  Unless it is an emergency, I cannot take calls at school as there is no phone in my room.   

Ms. Debra Bohnert
Kindergarten/First Grade Teacher, Room 008

Woerner Elementary
Kindergarten/First Grade Essential Skills 
-A list of what your child should be able to do by the end of their grade level.  Copies will be sent home as soon as the “Print Shop” is available.
Woerner Arrival & Dismissal Procedures
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Woerner Elementary

Morning / Dismissal Procedures
Morning Procedures

School starts at 9:10 AM.  Breakfast is served from 8:45 AM – 9:05 AM. 

Students MAY NOT arrive at school before 8:45 AM.  Students may enter the building through the northwest door at the rear of the building and go directly to the cafeteria to eat breakfast.  After breakfast, students will be seated in the gym with their class.  Each child will be expected to have a book to read quietly.  All students will be escorted to their classroom at 9:05 a.m.
For the safety of our children, NO CARS will be allowed on the school playground.  This includes rainy/snowy days.  Students should be dropped off at any of the entrances to the playground.

Absence Policy

When your child is going to be absent, you must call the school that morning.  Call 481-8585 and tell us your child’s name, room number, and reason for absence.  You must also send a note when your child returns the next day, explaining her absence.

Early Dismissal

Students will be released to their parents for early dismissal for doctor’s appointments or emergencies only.  Parents must come to the main office and sign out their child.  Your child will be marked absent for the time they missed.  

Dismissal Procedures

School is out at 4:07 (Room 008 about 4:04 )PM.
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[image: image18.wmf]Woerner students are dismissed out of all four doors.  Students in grades Kg., 1, and 2 will be dismissed out the northwest door in the rear of the school.  They will exit the schoolyard through the north gate.  Students in grade 3 will be dismissed out the southeast door in the front of the school.  Students in grades 4 and 5 will be dismissed out the northeast door in the front of the school.  Older students should meet up with parents and younger siblings by walking out the front doors, and around to the back schoolyard.  Please see the diagram below for further explanation.  Parents should park their cars around the perimeter of the school in parking spots.  Please park your car on the street nearest your child’s dismissal door.  NO CARS SHOULD STOP IN THE MIDDLE OF THE STREET TO PICK UP THEIR CHILD.





Woerner Uniform Policy

Woerner Elementary

Uniform Policy

The Woerner Elementary uniform consists of the following:
· Dark blue or khaki pants, shorts, jumper, skirt, or skort.

· White, light blue or dark blue collared shirt.
· Covered, low-heeled shoes or tennis shoes worn with socks.

· Plain, dark blue, light blue or white sweatshirts and sweaters.

Note: Woerner Elementary logo shirts are considered uniform.

Please Note:
· Uniforms cannot be oversized, baggy, or tight fitting.

· Saggy pants are not allowed.

· Students may not wear hats, bandanas, or other headgear in school.
· Sweatshirts and sweaters must be solid blue or white, and may not have logos, sayings, or designs.

Kg. Note:  If your child cannot tie her shoes, please  consider purchasing velcro tennis or regular shoes.   

Common Core Standards
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Room 008 (Ms. Bohnert)

KINDERGARTEN/First Grade SUPPLY LIST

For 2013-2014 school year

Please return this sheet with Shared Supply Items 
 
Student Name_______________________                Date Returned______________

	Personal Items
	Walgreens’ Est. Price

	· 1 Backpack    (Try Dollar Store-usually about $5.00)
	5.00

	· 1 change of clothing, including underwear and socks, in large plastic bag with name.
	

	· 1 picture of family in a plastic bag.  (Will be returned)
	

	· 2 large boxes of facial tissue    (Kleenex or Scott)   
	2.00

	· 2 rolls of paper towels        
	2.00

	· 1 package paper napkins (250 count)
	2.00

	· 1 package of Thick Washable Crayola markers 8 count (Classic Colors - No Thin Markers)
	4.00

	· 2 large glue sticks       1.00 @
	2.00

	· 1 boxes sandwich size Ziploc bags
	1.00

	· 2 bottles hand sanitizer (not soap).  (4-8 oz)
	4.00

	· 1 box Crayola crayons 24 count
	3.00

	· 1 pair child’s scissors
	2.00

	· 2 pencil boxes (one for crayons and pencils, the other for markers)
	2.00

	
	Approximately

	     (Look for sales......this is an estimated amount)        Total
	$29.00
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