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Lanetra Thomas
Principal
Langston Middle School


 

08/15/2016

Dear Parents and/or Guardians,

This year your child will participate in a Drop Everything and Read program at Langston Middle School.  Though the program is not new to our school, it has been modified to meet the needs of our students.  The program, known as D.E.A.R., has been around for years and is credited with strengthening the reading skills of students. 
Drop Everything and Read is a program in which students are given dedicated time each day to focus only on reading.  You will notice our schedule now contains a 15-minute period in the morning labeled “Advisory”.  During this period, students will devote themselves to reading a book that they’ve selected and has been approved by the ELA staff. To show support for the program, all teachers will role model good reading behaviors by dropping everything to read alongside students for the duration of the period.
Advantages of D.E.A.R. program:

· Students will be motivated to read because they’ve chosen the material they are reading. So D.E.A.R. allows students to read what interests them most.

· Students will see that reading for pleasure can be a valuable experience. If the teacher sets aside time for it and promotes the program by joining in, it must be a valuable way to spend time.

· Students will develop better writing skills. The more students read, the more they are exposed to the written word, and that leads to better reading AND writing skills.


Parents are encouraged to show support for the program by setting aside time each evening for their child to Drop Everything and Read. Just twenty minutes of D.E.A.R. time can make a huge impact on your child’s reading skills and may make him or her, a reader for life.

If you have any questions about D.E.A.R., please feel free to ask your child’s ELA teacher.

Sincerely,
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Lanetra Thomas, Ed.S.
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