
Dancers, directed by Ms. Parker, perform Thursday night. 

The 2017 Winter Show opens with the Carr Lane VPA Middle Choir directed by Ms. Alfermann. 

January 2018 No. 2 

Thursday night, December 14, 2017 saw a huge turn-

out of parents, friends and students as Carr Lane 

VPA opened its doors for the 2017 Winter Show.  

Performing groups representing The Carr Lane VPA 

Orchestra, Band, Choir and Dance Departments, per-

formed before the large and appreciative audience. Excitement in the wings as dancers prepare to take the stage. 
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WRITING CORNER  

Do you like to write?  Maybe you do, maybe 

you would rather do something else, but writ-

ing is an important skill.  Here are some pieces 

written by 6th grade students since our last is-

sue!  What was their writing prompt?  Write 

about your Thanksgiving-break traditions.  Tell 

the reader what the holiday means to you, 

what you do, and what you eat! 
 

MY THANKSGIVING  

TRADITIONS  

by Anthony, Grade 6, Period 3 

 

Iôm going to tell you what Iôm going to do on 

Thanksgiving. Iôm going to tell you what my 

family and I do. We do everything you can 

name.  Itôs going to be the best Thanksgiving 

ever.  What Thanksgiving means to me is that I 

get to spend the day with my family and all the 

people that are coming. Weôll love to see them 

at the Thanksgiving party.  What we do for 

thanksgiving is we eat and play games, so itôs 

going to be fun.  Iôm going to be playing Call 

of Duty, Black Ops and Boxing.   What do we 

eat? Iôm going to tell you that we eat turkey, 

ham, chicken, greens, and beans and more 

things than you can name, so, itôs going to be 

the best day ever   Now you know what Iôm 

doing that whole day of Thanksgiving.  My 

thanksgivings day is going to be great, and 

maybe you can come to the party! 

 

THANKSGIVING  

by Arin, Grade 6, Period 2 

 

I am going to tell you about my Thanksgiving 

traditions. Things like what I do, where I go 

and what I eat. Keep reading for more.  

Thanksgiving is a very special holiday because 

I love eating the food and thanking my family 

for all of the things they do for me and every-

body they care for.  On Thanksgiving we usu-

ally go to my grandmaôs house, but she moved 

to Arizona so she can see how it is there and if 

itôs bad she will move back. Now my mother 

cooks the food and decorates.  For Thanksgiv-

ing who doesnôt have a feast? On Thanksgiv-

ing we eat potato salad, turkey, ham, dressing, 

cranberry sauce, beans, green beans, baked 

beans, spaghetti, baked chicken, hot dogs, and 

more. All of that food makes me hungry. The 

food is very good.  This is what we do, where 

we go, and what we eat on Thanksgiving! 
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MY THANKSGIVING  

by Christian, Grade 6, Period 3 
 

I am going to tell you about my Thanksgiving 

tradition. I am going to tell you what Thanks-

giving means to me. I am going to tell you 

what we eat. If you read this you would know 

Iôm going to do on Thanksgiving.  Thanksgiv-

ing means to me about praying. I am Thankful 

that Thanksgiving came, because we could be 

thankful for all the things we have. On Thanks-

giving we pray.  On Thanksgiving we go to my 

momôs friendôs house and celebrate thanksgiv-

ing all there. We eat, I play basketball, and we 

have fun.  On Thanksgiving we eat turkey. 

With that we eat beans. We eat some good 

food. Also, we eat all of the other Thanksgiv-

ing foods.  That is what I always do for 

Thanksgiving year after year, all of the time. 
 

THANKSGIVING  

by Jahziah, Grade 6, Period 3 
 

Thanksgiving means when people and family 

come over to eat together. I will tell you what 

it means to me, what we do, and what we eat.  

Thanksgiving means a lot to me. It means 

when people are thankful for what they have.  

On Thanksgiving I go down to my auntieôs 

house and bring a side dish like macaroni and 

cheese.  My mother makes the best macaroni 

and cheese, and turkey, too.  I love my 

motherôs stuffing. After we eat Iôm going to a 

park to play basketball with my cousin.  Now, 

you know what Iôm doing for Thanksgiving. 

 

THANKSGIVING  

by Joseph, Grade 6, Period 3 
 

This will tell about my Thanksgiving tradition. 

I will tell about what I do, what I eat, and what 

it means to me.  To me, Thanksgiving means to 

thank the people that helped you in your life. 

For me, thatôs my grandma, dad, mom, sisters, 

brother, and a whole lot of other people I donôt 

need to mention.  In Thanksgiving, my brother 

and I would go and play outside. We play star 

wars with our light sabers he would try to use 

the force.  When dinner was ready, my brother 

and I would rush into the house and would sit 

at the table. My brother would start eating first.  

It would look like he was getting ready for hi-

bernation. ñI love Thanksgiving!ò 

 

THANKSGIVING  

by Ken, Grade 6, Period 3 
 

I am going to tell you all about my familyôs 

Thanksgiving traditions.  Iôm going to tell you 

what Thanksgiving means to me.  It means to 

be thankful for what you have. What do we 

do?  We play on the game system.  My favorite 
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foods that we eat includes corn, turkey, and 

smoked ham, potatoes, green beans, chicken 

and deviled eggs.  The pilgrims founded 

Thanksgiving. Why is this holiday special to 

me?  It is special because I get to spend time 

with my family and eat a lot of food with 

them! 

 

MY THANKSGIVING  

TRADITIONS  

by Kôron, Grade 6, Period 3 
 

I will tell you about my family traditions. I am 

going to tell you what it means to me. I am go-

ing to tell you what I eat. I am going to tell you 

what I do on Thanksgiving. Thanksgiving 

means a lot to me.  Itôs a time for me to wind 

down and thank my family and friends for eve-

rything.  Now, I will tell you a list of things I 

am thankful for. First, I am thankful for my 

neighborhood friends.  I am thankful for my 

siblings. I am thankful for my PS4.  I am 

thankful for the blessings that God has given to 

me and my family.  On Thanksgiving day my 

family and I are going to play 2k18. My family 

is going to eat good food. On Thanksgiving 

day my family and I are going to watch sports. 

On Thanksgiving day we are going to play.  

On Thanksgiving day I will eat green beans. I 

will eat tomatoes, lamb, ham, and fish.  I will 

eat chicken, turkey and peaches, corn, and red 

velvet cake. My family eats cornbread, and my 

family eats lots of fish, too.  These are the 

things we do on Thanksgiving day. We have 

fun. We play all day. We are thankful and pray. 

We laugh all day long! 

 

MY THANKSGIVING  

by Isaiah, Grade 6, Period 2 
 

Iôm talking about Thanksgiving. Iôm going to 

tell you what it means to me. Iôm going to tell 

you what we eat. Iôm going to tell you what we 

do.  Thanksgiving is a day for family. Itôs a day 

for thanks. Itôs a day for fun. My family mem-

bers play together. We come together as a fam-

ily. We talk to each other and we love each 

other.  We all eat together. We all play. We all 

cook. We pray together. We all say something 

were thankful for. We enjoy the food. We cook 

and we talk.  We will eat dressing. We will eat 

yams. We will make turkey, ham, stuffing, and 

macaroni and cheese. We will also eat cranber-

ries. We will eat pies for desert.  It will be a 

special time, when we hang out and play 

games and celebrate our family.  This is what I 

do on Thanksgiving. 
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MY THANKSGIVING  

TRADITIONS  
by Shane, Grade 6, Period 3 

 

Iôll tell you what my Thanksgiving traditions 

are. I will tell you what it means to me. I will 

tell what we do, and I will tell you what we 

eat. Thatôs what this essay is about.  This is 

what Thanksgiving means to me. To me it 

means the giving of thanks. It also means 

spending time with my family. Thatôs what 

Thanksgiving means to me.  This is what  we 

do on Thanksgiving. Sometimes we go to my 

grandmaôs house to eat. And other times we go 

to my grandpaôs house. We also have parties. 

Thatôs what we do on thanks giving.  This is 

what we eat on Thanksgiving. Of course we 

eat a big turkey. We also eat deviled eggs. The 

last thing we eat is mashed potatoes. Thatôs 

what we eat.  Thatôs all of my Thanksgiving 

traditions. You know what Thanksgiving 

means to me, what we do, and what we eat. 

Thatôs the end. 
 

MY THANKSGIVING  
by Terrion, Grade 6, Period 2 

 

We are going to talk about Thanksgiving. I will 

tell you what it means to me.  I will tell you 

what we do on that special day.  Finally, I will 

tell you all the good things we have to eat. 

Thanksgiving means to eat and have a lot of 

fun.  It also means being thankful for the 

things we have.  We are going to prepare for 

this event.  There are going to be a lot of peo-

ple there.  We are going to eat and enjoy a lot 

of fun.  Talking with my family and doing 

family things together is important, like shar-

ing memories and doing more.   Getting good 

cooked food from my mom means a lot to me.  

We will have a very good time.  I hope you 

have a good Thanksgiving too! 
 

* * *  

Hey, the 6th Grade students did a great job, 

but they were just getting warmed-up to write 

about their traditions surrounding the end of 

the year holidays and their winter break!  But, 

speaking of breaks, letôs take a ñvisual breakò 

with work by 8th grade visual artist, Nick D! 

Look familiar?  Itôs Nickôs take on Link, of the Zelda Franchise! 
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Nick is an 8th grade student at Carr Lane Visual and Performing Arts Middle School and has taken art classes up on the second floor 

at Carr Lane VPA for the past three years.  Weôve known Nick since he first took computer literacy courses and showed his skills as a 

visual artist in our units on computer graphics.  Over the next several pages, feast your eyes on some of the awesome artwork that Nick 

has created over the past year, the good old fashioned way, with paper and pencil!  Recently, when we saw Nick in the hallways, we 

asked him about his artwork.  He shared some of his originals.  We scanned the pieces at 400 DPI and present them here.  Nick signs 

and dates his work, and youôll note a lot of his portfolio has been completed under the guidance of VPAôs own Ms. Choate!  Ms. Choate 

runs our schoolôs art departmenté the ñVò in ñVPA!ò  With students like Nick, the skyôs the limit!!! 

Looks like Sonic! 

Pokemon? 

So, thatôs why theyôre so popular! 

Deadpool, first appeared in Marvelôs ñNew Mutantsò #98, 1991. 
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Thereôs a lot going on in the mind of an 8th-grade, middle-school student.  Nick ñtellsò us all about it, without a single ñword!ò 

Using only standard copy-paper and colored pencils, Nick lays-down some classic images from contemporary popular culture! 
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Alvin and his pals. Hand of the artist. 

The villain from Stephen Kingôs ñIt.ò 

Could we hire Nick to do one of these with a Jaguar?   Maybe we 

could have a contest for best Carr Lane VPA Jaguar Logo? 


