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[INTERVIEWER/HOST - MADISON WALLACE]
Welcome back to another episode of Only The Young. I’m your host, Madison Wallace, and
today we’ll be focusing on the effects of the atmosphere and environment of a school on
students. Our school of focus today is known as the Collegiate School of Medicine and

Bioscience. We’ll discuss the environment the students are in and will also have an interview
with one of the current juniors.

Since the start of high school, the collegiate class of 2024 has dealt with many things. virtual
learning, hybrid learning, school building move, and most recently, a school shooting this most

recent October. Yet, even throughout all the events the class went through, the grade is
considerably one of the most close and most bonded in the entirety of the school. Some may say
it's through bonding over shared 'traumatic' experiences, others might say we just found a way to
like each other. I like to think we found a way to connect over a shared understanding that our
high school path wouldn't be as normal as the movies implied. A lot of how we as a grade

interacte on a daily basis is based on how we felt that day, and how the school felt that day. I
know some days I walk into the building and I can just feel this sense that something's wrong or
something's off. And it affects my mood for the rest of the day. I know that the way I act changes
when I feel like something's off in the building. On those off days, I shut down more. I'm quieter,
I pay more attention to things than I normally do. And it messes with you as a person. It messes
with your head, makes you feel like something so small, so simple, is what’s going to define you
as a person for the day. I mean, you wouldn't feel very compelled to learn in a building that's
dark, cold, uninviting. I mean it would just make you miserable! That effect? That's the kind of
effect that things as simple as lighting can and have had on a student's ability to feel comfortable,
feel like they belong, feel like they can walk in and think to themselves 'This is where I want to

be. this is where I'm going to become the person I want to be.’
As mentioned before, we asked a member of the class of 2024 different questions about how they

felt about the environment and atmosphere of the school. Here are a few clips from their
interview.

Throughout three years of high school is there a clear difference in atmospheres on certain days?

[INTERVIEWEE - ALLISON ROJAS]
I would say definitely. There are some days when I go into school and it just genuinely feels like
a different vibe. Like something feels off. I feel like something either it feels like something bad

is going to happen, or it just doesn't feel right. Like compared to other days, there's there's
something that I don't like about the way compared to other days, there's just something that I
don't like about how the day feels. And there are some other days that are that are like, to day
feels great. It's starting off with a good vibe, and I feel like today is going to be great, even if it



ends up not being great. That initial vibe in the morning of what the atmosphere is like definitely
sets the tone for that day. I don't really know what it is. Sometimes it's just kind of a gut feeling.
And a lot of the time there's lots of other students that will share that gut feeling, even if we don't

really know what it is.

[INTERVIEWER/HOST - MADISON WALLACE]
What is your preferred atmosphere for learning? For being in school in general?

[INTERVIEWEE - ALLISON ROJAS]
Um, for my preferred atmosphere for learning, I would just say, like, spaces that I feel
comfortable in. Alford's classroom, I think is a really great example of a room that I feel

comfortable in, because it's just so homelike in a way where the lights are dimmed. There's a
diffuser going, there's hot water ready if you want to make some tea or coffee or hot chocolate or
anything like that. And the radio is going in the morning. And it's just something where I can feel

really comfortable and kind of ease into the school day. Ease into the school day a lot more
easily compared to if it was just right off the bat, going straight to schoolwork and things like

that. So definitely something that is just I prefer to have a comfortable atmosphere and for being
in school in general, not just for learning. Something where there's a community, something

where you can say hi to someone in the hallway. You might not even have any classes with them,
you might not even really be friends with them, but you can still say hi to them because you're
cool, like you guys are chill like that. I like being able to walk into school and know that there's

someone that's going to greet me or know that there's going to be someone to sit next to.

[INTERVIEWER/HOST - MADISON WALLACE]
Was there a certain feeling or effect on the school that may have affected how you felt on

October 24? Or did you feel a certain atmosphere during the lead up to the events of October 24?

[INTERVIEWEE - ALLISON ROJAS]
This isn't like a general school thing, I don't think anyone else I mean, there's probably, like, a
couple of people who felt the same thing as me. But that was the day that we were supposed to
turn in our AP. What's it called? That was the day that we were supposed to turn in those papers
saying that we were going to take those AP tests, like the specific ones, and you'd circle and you
would turn into Miss Nikolai. And I left it in my room, so I realized at school. So I texted my
mom if she could go bring it. So I was, like, a little bit I was, I guess, stressed for the wrong

reason before everything happened that morning, because I was stressed about my mom bringing
this form that was due that day. And then obviously I forgot about it later, and I didn't care about
it after everything happened on October 24. And for the next question, did you feel a certain
atmosphere during the lead up to the events of October 24? I feel like there wasn't really a lead
up to the events. How I said earlier, sometimes it just feels like sometimes there's just, like, a bad
mood or a bad vibe going into school sometimes, and I don't really know what it is. I don't really



think that there's anything like that leading up to October 24 because genuinely nothing could
have prepared me for that. The only possible negative vibes I had that morning before everything
happened was thinking, oh, my gosh, I need to turn in this AP commitment form because it's due
today. There was no, I guess, foreboding feeling, thinking, um, of thinking that something bad is

going to happen until, you know, everything did.

[INTERVIEWER/HOST - MADISON WALLACE]
Do you believe that there was a different feel between the building we originally started high

school in and the building we moved into sophomore year?

[INTERVIEWEE - ALLISON ROJAS]
There definitely was a different feel between the building we originally started in and the

building we moved into sophomore year. Because the building we started in, it was this like the
aesthetic itself was just so different compared to the building we have now because the building
freshman year was this really beautiful old building that had this old academia aesthetic to it, and
it was just so beautiful. It's one of those things where you can just admire the hallways, you can
admire classrooms just because of the design. And then switching from that building to the one
we have now. The one we have now is very stereotypical high school, like, stereotypical 60s

architecture high school in a way where it's very rectangular and flat and wide and long, and it's
just boxes, like bricks and boxes, and it's not as architecturally beautiful as the old building was.
So there was definitely a literal physical change in the feel between the buildings. And I also feel
like maybe there was almost like a slight culture shift associated with the buildings because in
this old building where it's this very old, beautiful school building, collegiate is supposed to be
the school of academics and rigor and things like that. And when you're in this old school

building, it kind of does have that same vibe and same aesthetic of almost like studying in an old
university and then switching to a building that's just a generic high school building. I wouldn't
say that Collegiate lost. What's the word I'm looking for? I guess just. The aesthetic or what it's
known for, of being like, you know, rigorous in academics. Because definitely that is the what

collegiate is known for. But I feel like as a student going here, you know, how sometimes people
will romanticize, like, going to school and imagining that they're going to a fancy boarding

school or something. It's a lot harder to do that in a building that is more gen generic compared
to, like, a really pretty old building.

[INTERVIEWER/HOST - MADISON WALLACE]
Do you have anything you want to say about your experiences at camp with your group?

[INTERVIEWEE - ALLISON ROJAS]
Um, when it comes to experiences with my group at camp, I loved that because it was one of

those experiences where I was grouped with people. I was grouped with people that I was friends



with, but I was also grouped with people that I don't really talk to. And it's one of those things
where we really build this morale, doing these team things, such as the crate stacking and

climbing the climbing wall and hyping each other up and everything like that. And it's just so
much fun, because even though I might not really still talk to these people again after that, there
is definitely some really good memories made with these people. And they're not just another
person that I know goes to school with me. I have this great memory of doing these things with
them at camp. And even if it's not the actual group we were assigned to, if it's like talking about
if I want to talk about the group, our bunking group, that was also really nice because it's one of
those things where it was just like a sleepover, girl talk. We're talking about everything, Ms.

Halama is telling us about her love life. You don't have to keep that in there if you don't want to.
We're finding out all these connections, and it was just really fun. And I love connecting with
people. It's one of those things that even if those connections don't continue after camp, I'm still

so glad that we made them while we were at camp.

[INTERVIEWER/HOST - MADISON WALLACE]
I, as a fellow member of the class of 2024, would like to note a few things. Collegiate has

different ways to grow a certain atmosphere between the students and the school. During house
wars days, the school feels lighter, it’s more exciting, and people want to be there. It’s one of the
highlights of attending the school. However, there are also just days when the school feels dark,
unencouraging, the students don’t want to be there. I mean- no one wants to be there during those
days. The classes seem to just drag on, and the entire school feels like it’s just waiting, wishing
for those days to be over… and that’s something no school - no student - wants to have to feel, to

have to deal with.
Once we all arrived back in school after our extended time off to, for lack of better words,
recuperate after October 24th, we talked to each other. I mean, we just sat and talked to each
other. We talked about what we felt that day. Some people mentioned that they felt something
was off that morning, leading up to what would eventually occur. Maybe we did feel like that or
maybe the feeling was just later on implanted in our memories, making us think we felt like that
beforehand. Feel that sort of ‘justification’ in our head that we knew something was going to

happen. That we knew the day was off. But we’ll never know. And maybe that’s just something
we’ll have to deal with… On a lighter note, one of the times I felt the best about being with my
fellow juniors, being in a light atmosphere, a light environment, was actually one where we

weren’t even in the school building. At the beginning of April, we were finally able to go on our
class bonding trip to Camp Wyman. Our government teacher split us randomly into groups. So
for two days, we spent the majority of that time together with people we didn’t talk to every
single day, learning more about each other and becoming better friends with them. The other
times we weren’t with our groups we were all out in the fields, by the lake, just talking and

enjoying the outdoors time. It was one of the highlights of my junior year.
We will now hear a word from our sponsor. Today’s episode is brought to you by Gourmet Bites.

Elevate your culinary experience with Gourmet Bites, a premium food delivery service that



brings the flavors of the world to your doorstep. At Gourmet Bites, they believe that food is an
art form and a source of pleasure. They are passionate about curating and delivering the finest
ingredients and delectable treats to food enthusiasts who appreciate the exceptional quality and
unique flavors. Gourmet Bites carefully selects an extensive range of gourmet products from

around the globe. Their team of experts scours the culinary world to source the finest ingredients,
artisanal snacks, and specialty food items. From organic spices and handcrafted chocolates to
aged cheeses and exotic teas, their product selection is a treasure trove for food lovers seeking
exceptional taste experiences. To simplify the gourmet experience, Gourmet Bites offers curated
boxes and subscription options. Their curated boxes are thoughtfully assembled to provide a
diverse selection of complementary flavors and textures. Whether you're a seasoned foodie or
new to the world of gourmet delights, these boxes allow you to explore a range of culinary
treasures without the guesswork. For those who desire a continuous culinary adventure, their
subscription service delivers carefully curated boxes straight to your door on a regular basis.

With each shipment, you'll receive a handpicked selection of artisanal products, allowing you to
discover new tastes and expand your gastronomic horizons. To get a 30% discount on your first
order, use the code ‘MADLEARNING’ at checkout. Whether you're a connoisseur seeking the
finest ingredients or an adventurous food lover looking to explore new tastes, Gourmet Bites
invites you to join their community. Discover a world of gourmet delights, indulge your taste
buds, and elevate your culinary journey with us. Experience the joy of exceptional flavors
delivered right to your doorstep and let Gourmet Bites be your guide in the exploration of

gastronomic treasures.
I’d like to end today’s episode by reminding you that these types of things are changeable. We

can change the ways students learn. We can change the experiences they have to go through. And
maybe the people in charge now aren’t gonna do it, to help us. Maybe they won’t change it. But
we can do it ourselves, and we will. We can be the driving force. We are the driving force for

change. This is your host, Madison Wallace, signing off on today’s episode of ‘Only The Young.’


