
Transcript
Mariam:
When I was in 3rd grade, my family and I decided it would be the best decision for me to move from my old house to my new house in South County. I changed school districts. I changed the way I presented myself because that was the first year I decided to wear the hijab. There was a big difference. When I arrived to my new school, I just remembered that everyone looked at me and were questioning what I had on my head, and I just remembered that I felt uncomfortable. I remember walking in and just seeing the teacher and the students look at me. And I got disgusted faces. I got some faces that were eager to meet me, but I just remember that I was uncomfortable with the overall transfer. Today I am interviewing 2 students who also transferred from their high schools to Collegiate, and I would like to share their transfer processes. So I'm going to start off by interviewing Agertu Jundi, who transferred from McKinley, and this is her first year at collegiate. OK, so Agertu, what was the transfer process like for you?
Agertu:
I would say at first it was, you know difficult because it's a new school and you have to get used to the work and just like meeting new people. But since you know I had, you know, you and other people that I knew from my old school it was easier.
Mariam:
So how were the classes like back in McKinley?
Agertu: 
I would say the classes were definitely easier and less advanced because you know Collegiates like you know, you know, a smarter school.
Mariam:
Yeah. Math and science.
Agertu:
Yeah, math and science, and it's like a lot more advanced. So I would say it was definitely easier there.
Mariam: 
So, do you regret leaving McKinley and coming to Collegiate?
Agertu: 
I would say at times, yes. When the work is really hard. So yeah, I would say sometimes I do, but overall I'm happy I came. 
Mariam: 
So I know you transferred with other people here. If they had not transferred with you, do you think that you would have stayed back in McKinley, or would you have transferred?
Agertu:
I I was the first one to go, so it had nothing to do with me. It was the first one to go, so everyone else was like later on. I didn't know that until summer.
Mariam: 
What made you want to transfer?
Agertu: 
I wanted to transfer because I was like “I wanted to come somewhere where it was less easy”. But. Because it was really easy, like I felt like I wasn't really like. I wasn't really learning much there, so I was like, you know what? Just let me. Let me go somewhere where it'll be better academically.
Mariam: 
Were there other schools you were interested in or was Collegiate the only school?
Agertu: 
No, it was just Collegiate and McKinley after middle school.
Mariam: 
How did you hear about Collegiate? Like, what made you consider this school?
Agertu:
I always knew about it like I wanted to go there like straight from middle school, but I didn't end up going. So yeah, I heard it through my friends, and I just knew that it was a good school academically. So, I chose to come.
Mariam: 
So now after finishing almost a year, a whole school year at Collegiate, what would you say to anyone who is trying to transfer in here?
Agertu: 
[bookmark: _Int_amLOQGDt]I would try to like warn them about the work first, because it's like a lot and it'll hit you really hard because it's not the same as middle school. So, like you're coming from middle school, and they don't really give you as much work and then you come here and then they just like, it's like, really slap you in the face about how much work we gotta do and like finals and big tests and credits and all that. So, it's just like, you know a lot. So, I would just tell them about that first. 
Mariam: 
 Do you think that if you transferred freshman year like from your middle school to Collegiate, that would be much easier than it is now?
Agertu: 
Yes, I definitely think it would be so much easier because like coming from, going to a whole like an easier school 9th and 10th grade, and then your most important year, you're going to a new school that’s way harder. It's really difficult. 
Mariam:
[bookmark: _Int_VKV5Vlot]So obviously there were things happening your freshman year, you know, COVID. Were you hybrid? Your sophomore year. 
Agertu: 
Yeah, yeah, yeah, it was.
Mariam:
 And then this year, there was that shooting. How does that affect you mentally? You know, with the workload that you said earlier, how do you cope with your mental health?
Agertu
I would say at first it was really hard and I was like, you know, struggling with like, you know, just having the motivation to do my work or whatever. And stuff like that, but I feel like now I'm a lot more motivated because I have to think about the future and how this my important year and still college is looking at. So I can't just give up on myself.
Mariam:
To others, Collegiate is like a college preparatory school. Do you think that just by one year at Collegiate that you feel more prepared for college? 
Agertu:
Yeah, definitely. 
Mariam:
So that is it for Agertu Jandi, thank you so much. For coming here.
Agertu Jundi: 
Thank you thank you. 
Mariam: 
 The next person I'm interviewing is Salil Al Husseiny who also transferred from McKinley. OK, so the first thing I want to ask you is how was the transfer process like?
Salil: 
It actually wasn't as bad as I thought. I kind of just applied as an impulse and I got my interview and stuff. I was like ohh like when I got the e-mail about the interview, I actually completely forgot that I applied in the 1st place, and I was like oh OK then I guess I'm transferring so.
Mariam:
So I know you transferred junior year. This is your first year at Collegiate. How are the classes different from like- how rigorous are they?
Salil:
I would say a lot more because like, since it was, I went to Mckinely my sophomore year and now it's junior year, I feel like it would have been harder either way. It might have been harder, like in this school of course, but I feel like it would have been harder last year as well if I had stayed for junior year, but. Also, it's cause of the classes I chose, so it's definitely a lot more difficult and it did take some time to adjust.
Mariam:
So outside of, like education, what other things did you have to adjust with?
Salil:
The environment I feel like. Everyone was very nice and welcoming, especially since a friend of mine already had like a group they were friends with, so I feel like that kind of helped me settle in because I kind of like kind of like started talking to them and I was like cool. But then, like, I feel like getting to know. Not getting to know everybody, but being more familiarized with other people that I may not talk to, I feel like that's important. And I feel like I did. It took me a while. Like, even still now, I still don't know some of the people, but I feel like that's also something that I think is really important and I think I've done well.
Mariam: 
So Collegiate is a college preparatory school, so like after one year of being here, do you think that you're more prepared for college? 
Salil: 
[bookmark: _Int_XuWC4kl9][bookmark: _Int_ar2FLwUz][bookmark: _Int_Cw3LTddj]Yes, especially when it comes to the workload, I feel like my last school we we did have a lot of work but I was thinking about like junior year on top of that and transferring to a more like rigorous high school, I feel like it's just been like kind of doubled up for me and also for other people as well, but I'm just saying this like coming from a different school and stuff. I definitely feel a lot more prepared and I'm glad that that. It Kind of ties into my the last question as well like It definitely benefited me. As hard as it was, It's definitely like a big benefit.
Mariam:
How did you hear about collegiate?
Salil:
[bookmark: _Int_nNXj9gEc]Oh well, most of my, well, not most of my family. I've only had like 2 family members that that have been here and also we have a few family friends that go here or that went here, and also the community. There's a big community of Muslims and like Arabs in general. So, my parents were like very interested because we've never, like, seen a school like this, how there's like, it's mostly we don't see a lot of people like from where we are, who practice the same religion and stuff. So, it was just like this big surprise when we heard that there were so many Arabs going here. It's like, t's definitely like very different from other school, from other schools and like other schools I've been to and stuff, so that was something that I was also, like really looking forward to. I've never been in like an environment, a school environment in America like that.
Mariam:
[bookmark: _Int_XSc4DBNI]So, your friends have also decided to go to Collegiate. If they didn't decide to go, would you have gone?
Salil:
I feel like I, yes, I still would have gone but them transferring made me a little more excited to because at first, I was just kind of like “eh” whatever, I guess. But then when I found out they were transferring as well, it was kind of like, it kind of made me more excited. This like, like I said before like I kind of forgot I even applied but it just kind of got me more excited to come here because I knew people that were coming here as well. And they were also my friends. So that helped a lot.
Mariam:
So, 8th grade, when you were deciding which high school you wanted to go to, was Collegiate on your list at all?
Salil:
Yeah, it was. Uhm, I actually forgot. I don't know if I applied here or not. I forgot because I know my parents really wanted me to, but I only applied to, I think I applied to McKinley and I I don't, I don't remember if I applied to Collegiate or not? Yeah, but. Yeah, it for sure was like.
Mariam:
So, what made you want to go to McKinley over other schools like Collegiate?
Salil:
I just didn't really care like I was just kind of like, whatever. Whatever's there. But I was also really nervous to go to McKinley because none of my family members went to McKinley. Yeah, but at the same time, I just didn't really care. It was just kind of like, OK, whatever school like, they're all the same, really. But then, like other things influence your decision, like obviously, like parents and like I feel like the further I got into McKinley, the more I started taking things seriously. Which like, you know, Collegiate being a medical and bioscience school, I was like, I feel like it would have been a better choice for me. 
Mariam:
So what is one thing you would say to anyone trying to transfer to the school?
Salil:
[bookmark: _Int_KEsNoL3A][bookmark: _Int_f37S0Hue][bookmark: _Int_GtWIuNIU]Do not underestimate or like do not, I don't know how to say this, but like, just because you're doing good right now in in your school doesn't mean you'll have the same performance at this school because things will be hard because things are very different. So, it will be very difficult and definitely ask as much questions like even if you're shy, like everybody asks, and even I still have trouble with this. JBut like just ask questions like whether, like just even if you think they're stupid. I feel like just ask ask because at the end of the day, if you want to pass that test like you gotta ask whatever questions you get to ask. Like even if they're stupid. Like, who cares? It’s school you're learning, yeah.
Mariam:
Yeah, you're here to learn. Well, that was it. Thank you Salil so much.


