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In the final part of this unit, students will continue reading texts that speak to the theme of morality. Students will revisit the 
essential question “How do we evaluate what’s right or wrong?” throughout the unit. Students will read thematically paired texts 
from CommonLit and complete a graphic organizer that will help them track their own understanding of this theme to prepare for 
a synthesis essay. 
 
ELA Skills and Standards Covered in this Unit: 
 

• RL.1.A / RI.1.A - Citing evidence from multiple texts to support analysis 
• RL.1.B / RL.1.B - Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text 
• RL.1.D / RI.1.D – Determine themes in a text and analyze their development 
• RL.2.C / RI.2.C - Analyzing the imp act of word choice on tone and meaning 
• RL.3.B / RI.3.B - Analyzing the development of ideas across multiple texts 
• W.2.A - Writing a thematic essay 
• W.3.A - Review, revise, and edit writing with consideration for the task, purpose, and audience 

 
Using the digital texts linked within the plan below will give access to a read-aloud option, translation tools (28 languages), annotation 
tools, and vocabulary tools. If internet access is not available, printed copies of the passages have been included in this packet. 

The following lessons should be completed by students 
during the weeks of May 11 – May 21. Students may 
determine their own pacing. Lessons are divided into 
suggested daily chunks, but students may complete 
more or less each day. All work may be done on 
notebook paper or typed. If you have technology 
access, please complete work in your teacher’s virtual 
classroom space. Check with your child’s teacher for 
directions related to work submission and grading. 
 

Welcome to your final two weeks of virtual learning! Students 
are encouraged to maintain contact with their home school and 
classroom teacher(s). Please visit your child’s school website to 
access individual teacher web pages for specific assignment 
information. If you cannot reach your teacher or have elected to 
use these resources, please be mindful that some learning 
activities may require students to reply online, while others may 
require students to respond using paper and pencil.  In the event 
online access is not available, please record responses on paper. 
Completed work should be dropped off at your child’s school. 
Please contact your child’s school for the dates and times to drop 
off completed work.   
  
If you need additional resources to support virtual learning, 
please visit: https://www.slps.org/extendedresources 



 
 

Suggested 
Pacing 

Lesson Objective 
What will you know and be able to do at the 
conclusion of this lesson? 

Resources 
What print and electronic resources are available to 
support your learning? 

Your Assignments 
How will you show your teacher that you learned the material? 
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• I can read independently for pleasure. 
• I can respond to reading through writing. 

• Any text of choice may be used for 
independent reading.  
See resources in this packet. 

• Read for a minimum of 20 minutes from a text of your choice. 
• Complete Reader Response Journal Entry #1, choosing from the list of 

prompts provided in this packet. 
• I can read grade-level text independently. 
• I can annotate a text as I read. 
• I can apply previously learned strategies to 

my reading. 

• “Men and Women Use Different Scales to 
Weigh Moral Dilemmas”  
Online / Offline 

• Read “Men and Women Use Different Scales to Weigh Moral Dilemmas” 
– either online through CommonLit or printed in this packet. 

• Annotate the text as you read, using the guide in this packet to ensure 
high-quality annotations. 

• Put a box around the vocabulary words identified in the footnotes at the 
bottom of each page. 
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• I can read independently for pleasure. 
• I can respond to reading through writing. 

• Any text of choice may be used for 
independent reading.  
See resources in this packet. 

• Read for a minimum of 20 minutes from a text of your choice. 
• Complete Reader Response Journal Entry #2, choosing from the list of 

prompts provided in this packet. 
• I can read grade-level text independently. 
• I can annotate a text as I read. 
• I can apply previously learned strategies to 

my reading. 

• “Men and Women Use Different Scales to 
Weigh Moral Dilemmas” 
Online / Offline 

• Reread “Men and Women Use Different Scales to Weigh Moral 
Dilemmas”  – either online through CommonLit or printed in this packet. 

• Add to your annotations from yesterday as you read. 

• I can identify the theme in a text. 
• I can support my answers with evidence 

from the text. 
• I can analyze the impact of word choice. 

• “Men and Women Use Different Scales to 
Weigh Moral Dilemmas” 
Online / Offline 

• Text-Dependent Questions Worksheet 

• Answer the text-dependent questions for “Men and Women Use 
Different Scales to Weigh Moral Dilemmas”. For multiple-choice 
questions, choose the best answer. For open-ended questions, respond 
in complete sentences. 

• I can use evidence from the text to support 
discussion of the essential question. 

• “Men and Women Use Different Scales to 
Weigh Moral Dilemmas” 
Online / Offline 

• Discussion Questions Worksheet 

• Respond to the discussion questions for “Men and Women Use Different 
Scales to Weigh Moral Dilemmas”. 

• Be prepared to respond to these discussion questions in your teacher’s 
virtual classroom space (if requested by your teacher AND if internet 
access is available).  

Learning Plan / Student Overview 
High School English Language Arts 

May 11 – May 21 
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Suggested 
Pacing 

Lesson Objective 
What will you know and be able to do at the 
conclusion of this lesson? 

Resources 
What print and electronic resources are available to 
support your learning? 

Your Assignments 
How will you show your teacher that you learned the material? 
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• I can read independently for pleasure. 
• I can respond to reading through writing. 

• Any text of choice may be used for 
independent reading.  
See resources in this packet. 

• Read for a minimum of 20 minutes from a text of your choice. 
• Complete Reader Response Journal Entry #3, choosing from the list of 

prompts provided in this packet. 
• I can read grade-level text independently. 
• I can annotate a text as I read. 
• I can apply previously learned strategies to 

my reading. 

• “The Kohlberg Dilemmas”  
Online / Offline 

• Read “The Kohlberg Dilemmas” – either online through CommonLit or 
printed in this packet. 

• Answer the questions as you read each dilemma. These are your 
opinions. There are no right or wrong answers, but you must answer 
each question thoroughly. 
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• I can read independently for pleasure. 
• I can respond to reading through writing. 

• Any text of choice may be used for 
independent reading.  
See resources in this packet. 

• Read for a minimum of 20 minutes from a text of your choice. 
• Complete Reader Response Journal Entry #4, choosing from the list of 

prompts provided in this packet. 
• I can identify the central idea in a text. 
• I can support my ideas with text evidence. 
• I can analyze an author’s text structure. 

• “The Kohlberg Dilemmas” Online / Offline 
• Text-Dependent Questions Worksheet  

• Reread “The Kohlberg Dilemmas”. 
• Answer the text-dependent questions “The Kohlberg Dilemmas”. For 

multiple-choice questions, choose the best answer. For open-ended 
questions, respond in complete sentences. 

• I can use evidence from the text to support 
discussion of the essential question. 

• “The Kohlberg Dilemmas” Online / Offline  
• Discussion Questions Worksheet 

• Respond to the discussion questions for “The Kohlberg Dilemmas”. 
• Be prepared to respond to these discussion questions in your teacher’s 

virtual classroom space (if requested by your teacher AND if internet 
access is available).  
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• I can read independently for pleasure. 
• I can respond to reading through writing. 

• Any text of choice may be used for 
independent reading.  
See resources in this packet. 

• Read for a minimum of 20 minutes from a text of your choice. 
•  Complete Reader Response Journal Entry #5, choosing from the list of 

prompts provided in this packet. 
• I can compare and contrast different texts 

written about similar topics. 
• I can support my answers with evidence 

from the text. 

• “Men and Women Use Different Scales to 
Weigh Moral Dilemmas” Online / Offline 

• “The Kohlberg Dilemmas” Online / Offline 
• Paired Questions Worksheet 
• Morality Unit: Graphic Organizer 

• After reading both texts and completing the assignments for each text, 
answer the paired text questions for “Men and Women Use Different 
Scales to Weigh Moral Dilemmas” and “The Kohlberg Dilemmas”. For 
multiple-choice questions, choose the best answer. For open-ended 
questions, respond in complete sentences. 

• Complete the Morality Unit: Graphic Organizer based on your readings 
this week.  

MO
ND

AY
 

MA
Y 

18
 

• I can read independently for pleasure. 
• I can respond to reading through writing. 

• Any text of choice may be used for 
independent reading.  
See resources in this packet. 

• Read for a minimum of 20 minutes from a text of your choice. 
•  Complete Reader Response Journal Entry #6, choosing from the list of 

prompts provided in this packet. 
• I can read grade-level text independently. 
• I can annotate a text as I read. 
• I can apply previously learned strategies to 

my reading. 

• “Do Juvenile Killers Deserve Life Behind 
Bars?” Online / Offline 

• Read “Do Juvenile Killers Deserve Life Behind Bars?” – either online 
through CommonLit or printed in this packet. 

• Annotate the text as you read, using the guide in this packet to ensure 
high-quality annotations. 

• I can identify the central idea in a text. 
• I can support my ideas with text evidence. 

• “Do Juvenile Killers Deserve Life Behind 
Bars?” Online / Offline 

• Text-Dependent Questions Worksheet 

• Answer the text-dependent questions for “Do Juvenile Killers Deserve 
Life Behind Bars?”. For multiple-choice questions, choose the best 
answer. For open-ended questions, respond in complete sentences. 

• I can use evidence from the text to support 
discussion of the essential question. 

• “Do Juvenile Killers Deserve Life Behind 
Bars?” Online / Offline 

• Discussion Questions Worksheet 

• Respond to the discussion questions for “Do Juvenile Killers Deserve 
Life Behind Bars?”. 
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Suggested 
Pacing 

Lesson Objective 
What will you know and be able to do at the 
conclusion of this lesson? 

Resources 
What print and electronic resources are available to 
support your learning? 

Your Assignments 
How will you show your teacher that you learned the material? 
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• I can read independently for pleasure. 
• I can respond to reading through writing. 

• Any text of choice may be used for 
independent reading.  
See resources in this packet. 

• Read for a minimum of 20 minutes from a text of your choice. 
•  Reader Response Journal Entry #7, choosing from the list of prompts 

provided in this packet. 
• I can respond to reading through writing. • Morality Assessment Writing Prompt • Complete the Morality Assessment Writing Prompt. Read all directions 

carefully. This writing prompt serves as your assessment for the last four 
weeks of this unit. 
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• I can identify the tone in a text. 
• I can support my answers with evidence 

from the text. 
• I can identify and articulate an author’s 

purpose for writing a specific text. 
• I can identify the central idea in a text. 
• I can compare and contrast different 

texts written about similar topics. 

• SLPS Final Exam 
Select from English 1, English 2, English 3, 
or English 4 (depending on the course you 
are enrolled in). 

• Complete the appropriate final exam. 
• Read and sign the Academic Integrity Statement. 
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• I can read independently for pleasure. 
• I can respond to reading through writing. 

• Any text of choice may be used for 
independent reading.  
See resources in this packet. 

• Read for a minimum of 20 minutes from a text of your choice. 
•  Complete Reader Response Journal Entry #8, choosing from the list of 

prompts provided in this packet. 

• I can support my answers with evidence 
from the text. 

• Last day of school. 
• Consult current and previous packets and 

digital assignments to ensure completion of 
all assigned work. 

• Please ensure that all assignments have been completed and submitted 
to your teacher. If you have any questions, please contact your teacher 
immediately. 

 



assignment CHECKLIST – MORALITY unit 
Please use this checklist to ensure all assignments for this week have been completed. 

 

ASSIGNMENT NAME ASSIGNMENT DESCRIPTION 
ASSIGNMENT 
SUBMITTED GRADE 

RECEIVED PAPER/PENCIL 
SUBMISSION 

VIRTUAL 
CLASSROOM 

Independent Reading: 
Reader Response 
Journal Entry #1 

 Read for a minimum of 20 minutes from a text of your choice.
 Complete a Reader Response Journal entry, choosing from the list of

prompts provided in this packet.
First Read:  
“Men and Women 
Use Different Scales 
to Weigh Moral 
Dilemmas” 

 Read “Men and Women Use Different Scales to Weigh Moral
Dilemmas” – either online through CommonLit or printed in this
packet. 

 Annotate the text as you read, using the guide in this packet to ensure
high-quality annotations.

 Put a box around the vocabulary words identified in the footnotes at
the bottom of each page.

Independent Reading: 
Reader Response 
Journal Entry #2 

 Read for a minimum of 20 minutes from a text of your choice.
 Complete Reader Response Journal Entry #2, choosing from the list

of prompts provided in this packet.
Second Read:  
“Men and Women 
Use Different Scales 
to Weigh Moral 
Dilemmas” 

 Reread “Men and Women Use Different Scales to Weigh Moral
Dilemmas”  – either online through CommonLit or printed in this
packet. 

 Add to your annotations from yesterday as you read.

Text-Dependent 
Questions: “Men and 
Women Use Different 
Scales to Weigh 
Moral Dilemmas” 

 Answer the text-dependent questions for “Men and Women Use
Different Scales to Weigh Moral Dilemmas”. For multiple-choice
questions, choose the best answer. For open-ended questions,
respond in complete sentences.

Discussion Questions: 
“Men and Women 
Use Different Scales 
to Weigh Moral 
Dilemmas” 

 Respond to the discussion questions for “Men and Women Use
Different Scales to Weigh Moral Dilemmas”.

 Be prepared to respond to these discussion questions in your
teacher’s virtual classroom space (if requested by your teacher AND if
internet access is available).

Independent Reading: 
Reader Response 
Journal Entry #3 

 Read for a minimum of 20 minutes from a text of your choice.
 Complete Reader Response Journal Entry #3, choosing from the list

of prompts provided in this packet.
First Read: 
“The Kohlberg 
Dilemmas” 

 Read “The Kohlberg Dilemmas” – either online through CommonLit or
printed in this packet.

 Answer the questions as you read each dilemma. These are your
opinions. There are no right or wrong answers, but you must answer
each question thoroughly.

Independent Reading: 
Reader Response 
Journal Entry #4 

 Read for a minimum of 20 minutes from a text of your choice.
 Complete Reader Response Journal Entry #4, choosing from the list

of prompts provided in this packet.
Text-Dependent 
Questions: “The 
Kohlberg Dilemmas” 

 Reread “The Kohlberg Dilemmas”.
 Answer the text-dependent questions “The Kohlberg Dilemmas”. For

multiple-choice questions, choose the best answer. For open-ended
questions, respond in complete sentences.

Written Discussion 
Questions: “The 
Kohlberg Dilemmas” 

 Respond to the discussion questions for “The Kohlberg Dilemmas”.
 Be prepared to respond to these discussion questions in your

teacher’s virtual classroom space (if requested by your teacher AND if
internet access is available).

Independent Reading: 
Reader Response 
Journal Entry #5 

 Read for a minimum of 20 minutes from a text of your choice.
 Complete Reader Response Journal Entry #5, choosing from the list

of prompts provided in this packet.
Paired Text Questions  After reading both texts and completing the assignments for each text,

answer the paired text questions for “Men and Women Use Different
Scales to Weigh Moral Dilemmas” and “The Kohlberg Dilemmas”. For
multiple-choice questions, choose the best answer. For open-ended
questions, respond in complete sentences.



ASSIGNMENT NAME ASSIGNMENT DESCRIPTION 
ASSIGNMENT 
SUBMITTED GRADE 

RECEIVED PAPER/PENCIL 
SUBMISSION 

VIRTUAL 
CLASSROOM 

 Complete the Morality Unit: Graphic Organizer based on your 
readings this week.  

Independent Reading: 
Reader Response 
Journal Entry #6 

 Read for a minimum of 20 minutes from a text of your choice. 
  Complete Reader Response Journal Entry #6, choosing from the list 

of prompts provided in this packet. 

   

First Read: 
“Do Juvenile Killers 
Deserve Life Behind 
Bars?” 

 Read “Do Juvenile Killers Deserve Life Behind Bars?” – either online 
through CommonLit or printed in this packet. 

 Annotate the text as you read, using the guide in this packet to ensure 
high-quality annotations. 

   

Text Dependent 
Questions: “Do 
Juvenile Killers 
Deserve Life Behind 
Bars?” 

 Answer the text-dependent questions for “Do Juvenile Killers Deserve 
Life Behind Bars?”. For multiple-choice questions, choose the best 
answer. For open-ended questions, respond in complete sentences. 

   

Written Discussion 
Questions: “Do 
Juvenile Killers 
Deserve Life Behind 
Bars?”. 

 Respond to the discussion questions for “Do Juvenile Killers Deserve 
Life Behind Bars?”. 

   

Independent Reading: 
Reader Response 
Journal Entry #7 

 Read for a minimum of 20 minutes from a text of your choice. 
  Reader Response Journal Entry #7, choosing from the list of prompts 

provided in this packet. 

   

Morality Unit: 
Writing Prompt 

 Complete the Morality Assessment Writing Prompt. Read all 
directions carefully. This writing prompt serves as your assessment 
for the last four weeks of this unit. 

   

English Final Exam  Complete the appropriate final exam. 
English 1, English 2, English 3, or English 4 

 Students should only complete one exam for English. 
 Read and sign the Academic Integrity Statement. 

   

Independent Reading: 
Reader Response 
Journal Entry #8 

 Read for a minimum of 20 minutes from a text of your choice. 
  Complete Reader Response Journal Entry #8, choosing from the list 

of prompts provided in this packet. 

   

Final Submission of 
all Assignments 

 Please ensure that all assignments have been completed and 
submitted to your teacher. If you have any questions, please contact 
your teacher immediately. 

   

 
  



SLPS text ANNOTATION SYMBOLS  
  
SYMBOL WHAT THIS SYMBOL REPRESENTS  WHAT TO WRITE IN YOUR ANNOTATION  

+ I agree with what the text/author says here.  Explain why you agree with the text/author.  

- I disagree with what the text/author says here.  Explain why you disagree with the text/author.  

* Important information, key ideas/concepts.  Summarize or paraphrase the important 
information/ideas.  

! Information you find interesting, hard to believe, or 
surprising.  

Reflect/Explain what about the information was 
interesting or surprising to you.  

? 
Information that confuses you or doesn’t make sense or 
about which you are curious.  

Compose a question to express what confuses you 
or what you are curious about.  

= 
Information that reminds you of something you have 
read, heard, seen, or experienced before.  

Discuss the connection you are making between 
this information and information previously read, 
heard, seen, and/or experienced.  

C 
Places where you notice the author is doing something 
unique/deliberate/interesting in their writing 
(craft/style/conventions).  

Comment on author’s craft. What specifically are 
they doing here that stands out and how does this 
help convey their message more clearly?  

 

Put a box around words with which you are unfamiliar or 
are key content words.  

Use context clues to form your own definition or 
look the word up to find a formal definition.  

 

Put a circle around transition words (but, instead, 
however…).  How does this transition word signal a shift?  

[   ] Bracket main ideas. If several lines are important, draw 
a line down the margin to indicate the section of text.  

In your own words, summarize the main idea in the 
margin.  

~~~~ 
Place a squiggly line under examples of positive 
connotation.  

How does this word choice indicate positive 
connotation?  

---- Underline examples of negative connotation.  How does this word choice indicate negative 
connotation?  

S 
A symbol is a literal thing that also stands for something 
else (flag, cross, flame).  

What does the symbol represent? How does this 
help you discover new layers of meaning?  

I 
Imagery includes words that appeal to one or more of 
the five senses. Imagery is important in understanding 
an author’s message and attitude.  

What senses does this imagery appeal to?   

F 
Figurative language includes things like similes, 
metaphors, and personification.   

What type of figurative language is used in the 
text? How does it reveal deeper meaning?  

T Tone is the overall mood of a piece of literature.   What is the mood of this section of the text?  

TH 
A theme is a broad idea in a story, or a message or 
lesson conveyed by a work. This message is usually 
about life, society, or human nature.   

What universal theme is indicated in the text?  
  
 
Every annotation has THREE elements: a highlight, a symbol, and a sentence.  
  
1. Highlight: Highlight words/phrases that catch your attention in the ways described above. 

Highlight ONLY the crucial words/phrases. Do NOT highlight entire sentences/paragraphs!  
2. Symbol: Why did you highlight what you highlighted? Put a symbol from the chart above.  
3. Sentence: Closely reading a piece of text does you no good if you later forget why you made your highlights. The 

symbols will help remind you, but they are not enough! You MUST write a sentence to go along with your symbol. If a 
passage was confusing, write down a question. Making a connection? To what are you connecting this information? If 
you agree/disagree with an author, write why. Do not write phrases like “Wow!” or “This is interesting!” Be specific!  



READER RESPONSE JOURNAL PROMPTS 
 
After completing a minimum of 20 minutes of independent reading, please select one of the following prompts. Choose a 
prompt that is appropriate for the text you are reading. Respond to the prompt thoroughly, crafting a well-written response. 
Responses may be typed or hand-written. Please be prepared to submit your completed Reader Response Journal Prompts 
to your teacher upon returning to school or upload your responses in your teacher’s virtual classroom space.  
 
Story Elements 

• Explore how the main character changed throughout the story. 
• Write about something that surprised you or that you found interesting. 
• Describe an interesting or important character in your book. 
• Write about your favorite part of the book and why it was important to the story. 
• Tell your thoughts or feelings about the theme of the story. 
• Write a letter to a character in the book or a letter from one character to another. 
• Compare two characters in the book to each other by describing their similarities and their differences. 
• Describe places where the author gives good descriptions of the characters, setting, problem, or solution. 
• Write a diary entry in the voice of a character in your book. 
• Compare a character in your book to a character in another book you have read. 

  
Recall 

• Summarize the chapter you just read. 
• Describe in details the setting of your book and how it fits into the story. 
• Draw a picture of the climax of the story. 
• List five adjectives that describe the book’s main character. 
• Describe the setting of the story and illustrate it. 
• List five facts you learned about the topic covered in the book or article. 
• Retell the ending of the story AND write your feelings about it. 

  
Prediction 

• How do you think the story will end? 
• Which character do you think will change the most by the end?  Why? 
• Who do you think the culprit is?  Why? 
• Based on the title, what do you think the book is about? 
• How do you think this conflict will be resolved? 
• Draw a picture of what you think will happen next.  Describe it. 
• Write your predictions about the story and tell whether or not they were right. 

  
Connections 

• Create a Venn diagram that compares the setting of this story with the area where you live. 
• What advice would you give a character in this book?  Why? 
• If you were a character in this book, how would it affect the plot? 
• Explain how the book reminds you of yourself, people you know, or of something that happened in your life (T-S Connections). 
• Explain how the book reminds you of other books, especially the characters, events, or setting (T-T Connections). 
• Describe how this book is like other books by the same author, on the same topic, or in the same genre. 
• Do any of the characters remind you of friends, family members, or classmates?  Explain. 
• How have you changed after reading this book?  Explain. 
• If you could be related to a character, who would it be and why? 

  
Language 

• Copy a sentence from the book that you think is well written.  Why do you like this sentence?  Illustrate the sentence. 
• Find examples of figurative language in the text.  Write them down. 
• List five words from the book that you find interesting or unfamiliar.  Write their definitions and use them each in a sentence. 
• Describe the author’s craft: What was good about the author’s writing?  What things might you try to do in your own writing 

that you learned from this author? 
• Describe how the author makes you feel through their writing. 



Opinion 
• Why do you think the author chose the opening line he or she did?  Did you like it?  Did it make you want to read further? 
• Who is your favorite character?  Why?  Draw a picture of this character. 
• What do you think of the antagonist’s actions?  Are they right or wrong? 
• What do you think is the most important scene in the book?  Why? 
• How would a different setting affect the story? 
• Was the cover design effective?  Did it make you want to read the book?  Create a new cover design for this book. 
• Did you like the ending of the book?  How would you have liked it to end?  Rewrite a new ending for the book. 
• Write a question you would like to ask the author.  How do you think he or she would respond? 
• Do you agree with the point the author is making?  Why? 
• Did the graphs and diagrams help you understand the text better? 
• Do you like the ending of this book?  Why or why not?  Do you think there is more to tell? 

  
Evaluation 

• Did you enjoy the book?  Why or why not? 
• Was the book hard or easy to read?  Why? 
• What didn’t you understand in the text? 
• Would boys and girls enjoy this book equally?  Support your reasons. 
• Would you like to read more books by this author?  Why or why not? 
• Do you think the author chose a good title for the book?  Why or why not? 
• What did you learn about the time in which the story took place? 
• Write about an important lesson that was learned in the story. 
• Describe parts of the book that puzzled you or made you ask questions. 
• Would you recommend the book to another reader?  Explain why or why not. 
• Describe what you would change about the book if you could rewrite it. 
• Explain what you want to remember about this book and why. 
• Make a list of things you don’t understand, find confusing, or have questions about. 

  
Alternative Responses 

• Write a “book commercial” to convince or persuade others to read this book. 
• Write a poem about your book. 
• Illustrate a book cover different from what is on your book. 
• Write a feasible solution for a problem a character has that is different from anything suggested in the book. 
• Pretend that you are the author and writing a sequel to this book.  Explain what should happen. 
• Give 3 reasons why this book should be taught to the whole class. 
• Choose a food that represents this book and explain why. 
• Create a theme song with lyrics for the book. 
• Write a letter to the author of your book. 
• Choose a character of the book, decide what would be an appropriate birthday present for that character and explain why. 
• Discuss a portion of the book that was too predictable. 
• Create an award for this book.  Explain the award and why this book received it. 
• Make a list of the characters in your book and then create a cast of famous people that you would choose to portray that 

character if you were making a movie. 
• Write a letter to a character in your story. 
• Make a comic strip story (minimum of 3 frames). 
• Make a timeline of the events (minimum 5 events) in this story.  You must illustrate each even and label each event with a 

caption or description. 
• Make a list of characters in your book.  Transform the major characters in your book to animals.  Decide upon an animal for 

each based upon personality traits. 
• List 10 interesting words from you book and… (choose one): 

o Tell why each word is interesting. 
o Write a definition for each word. 
o Use each in a sentence of your own. 

 



INDEPENDENT READING RESOURCES 
 
Students may select any reading material of their choice for independent reading assignments. If a 
novel is not available at home, please consider the following free resources. 
 

 
• St. Louis Public Library [slpl.org] 

• International Children’s Digital Library [en.childrenslibrary.org] 

• Open Library [openlibrary.org] 

• Storynory [storynory.com] 

• Unite for Literacy [uniteforliteracy.com] 

• Newsela [newsela.com] 

• Dogo News [dogonews.com] 

• Tween Tribune [tweentribune.com] 

• ReadWorks [readworks.org] 

• Google News [news.google.com] 

• PBS News Hour Extra for Students in 
Grades 6-12 [pbs.org/newshour/extra] 

• Newseum [newseum.org] 

• New York Times Student Section 
[nytimes.com/section/learning] 

• Time for Kids [timeforkids.com] 

• Science News for Students [sciencenewsforstudents.org] 

• Youth Voices [yourcommonwealth.org] 
  

St. Louis Public Library Resources 
 

The St. Louis Public Library is allowing residents to apply for 
digital library cards. There is a quick form to fill out and a 
library card is generated for the patron. They have an amazing 
collection of e-books and audiobooks available without ever 
needing to leave the house. They also no longer issue fines 
for any late materials. 
 

E-Card:  
https://www.slpl.org/ecard 
 

All Downloadables:  
https://www.slpl.org/resources-types/all-downloadables 
 

Comics and Graphic Novels:  
https://www.slpl.org/resources-types/comics-graphic-novels 
 

E-Audiobooks:  
https://www.slpl.org/resources-types/audiobooks 
 

E-Books:  
https://www.slpl.org/resources-types/ebooks 
 

Newspapers and Magazines:  
https://www.slpl.org/resources-types/newspapers-magazines 
 





 

  

Morality Unit: Graphic Organizer 
 

Text Significant Details about Morality In the context of this text, how do we 
evaluate what’s right or wrong? 
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SHORT ANSWER RUBRIC FOR TEXT RESPONSES 
Please use this rubric to self-assess the quality of your responses before considering them “finished.” 

Scoring 
Criteria 

0 
Not Yet 
 Ready 

1 
Below 

Expectations 

2 
Approaching 
Expectations 

3 
Meets 

Expectations 

4 
Exceeds 

Expectations 
Claim & 
Support 

No claim present 
or evidence 
present 

Attempts to 
establish a claim 
that is unclear or 
disconnected from 
the topic; or does 
not answer each 
question. 

 
Includes almost no 
evidence from the 
text; evidence is 
based on personal 
experience or 
unconnected 
sources. 

Establishes a 
claim to answer 
each question that 
needs more 
development. 

 
Refers to some 
evidence from the 
text that loosely or 
vaguely supports 
the claim. 

Establishes a clear 
and plausible claim 
to answer each 
question. 

 
Cites mostly strong 
evidence that 
supports the claim. 

Establishes a 
credible and 
convincing claim 
to answer each 
question. 

 
Cites sufficient 
and relevant 
evidence to fully 
support the claim. 

Development No development 
present 

Attempts to 
explain some 
connections 
between evidence 
and claim in an 
unclear or 
disconnected 
way. 

Explains the 
connection 
between some 
evidence and the 
claim; some 
explanations 
revolve around 
personal feelings 
rather than 
analysis. 

Clearly explains 
the connections 
between the 
selected evidence 
and the claim. 

Analyzes the 
relevance and 
strength of the 
evidence in 
supporting the 
claim. 

Conventions Writing is 
incomprehensible. 

Attempts to use 
some English 
conventions, 
though errors 
frequently inhibit 
reader’s 
comprehension. 

 
Uses informal 
language and 
tone. 

Demonstrates 
some command of 
English 
conventions with 
some errors that 
inhibit reader’s 
comprehension. 

 
Uses language 
and tone that are 
inconsistently 
academic or 
inconsistently 
appropriate for 
audience and 
purpose. 

Demonstrates a 
working 
command of 
English 
conventions with 
some errors that 
do not inhibit 
reader’s 
comprehension. 

 
Uses language 
and tone that are 
academic. 

Demonstrates a 
strong command 
of English 
conventions with 
few, minor errors. 

 
Uses language 
and tone that are 
appropriate to 
audience and 
purpose. 

 
  



 

  

INDEPENDENT READING: READER RESPONSE JOURNAL ENTRY #1 
Please write/type the prompt you are responding to in the box below. 
 

Please write/type your response to the prompt in the box below. 

 

 

 

 



 

  

INDEPENDENT READING: READER RESPONSE JOURNAL ENTRY #2 
Please write/type the prompt you are responding to in the box below. 
 

Please write/type your response to the prompt in the box below. 

 

 

 

 



 

  

INDEPENDENT READING: READER RESPONSE JOURNAL ENTRY #3 
Please write/type the prompt you are responding to in the box below. 
 

Please write/type your response to the prompt in the box below. 

 

 

 

 



 

  

INDEPENDENT READING: READER RESPONSE JOURNAL ENTRY #4 
Please write/type the prompt you are responding to in the box below. 
 

Please write/type your response to the prompt in the box below. 

 

 

 

 



 

  

INDEPENDENT READING: READER RESPONSE JOURNAL ENTRY #5 
Please write/type the prompt you are responding to in the box below. 
 

Please write/type your response to the prompt in the box below. 

 

 

 

 

  



 

  

INDEPENDENT READING: READER RESPONSE JOURNAL ENTRY #6 
Please write/type the prompt you are responding to in the box below. 
 

Please write/type your response to the prompt in the box below. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
  



 

  

INDEPENDENT READING: READER RESPONSE JOURNAL ENTRY #7 
Please write/type the prompt you are responding to in the box below. 
 

Please write/type your response to the prompt in the box below. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

  

INDEPENDENT READING: READER RESPONSE JOURNAL ENTRY #8 
Please write/type the prompt you are responding to in the box below. 
 

Please write/type your response to the prompt in the box below. 

 

 

 

 
 



Men And Women Use Different Scales To Weigh Moral Dilemmas 
April 3, 2015   2:52 PM ET        PONCIE RUTSCH 

 
You find a time machine and travel to 1920. A 
young Austrian artist and war veteran named Adolf 
Hitler is staying in the hotel room next to yours. 
The doors aren't locked, so you could easily stroll 
next door and smother him. World War II would 
never happen. 
 
But Hitler hasn't done anything wrong yet. Is it 
acceptable to kill him to prevent World War II? 
 
This is one moral dilemma that researchers often use to analyze how people make difficult decisions. 
Most recently, one group re-analyzed answers from more than 6,000 subjects to compare men's and 
women's responses. They found that men and women both calculate consequences such as lives lost. 
But women are more likely to feel conflicted over what to do. Having to commit murder is more likely to 
push them toward letting Hitler live. 
 
"Women seem to be more likely to have this negative, emotional, gut-level reaction to causing harm to 
people in the dilemmas, to the one person, whereas men were less likely to express this strong emotional 
reaction to harm," Rebecca Friesdorf, the lead author of the study, tells Shots. A master's student in 
social psychology at Wilfrid Laurier University in Waterloo, Ontario, Friesdorf analyzed 40 data sets from 
previous studies. The study was published Friday in the Personality and Social Psychology Bulletin. 
 
Every question in the study had two scenarios, each with slightly different consequences in order to tease 
out different ways of thinking about the dilemma. Some people are motivated by consequences, weighing 
costs and benefits to make a decision. Others dwell on the act of killing Hitler, because it defies moral 
norms. Philosophers would label the first group as utilitarians, and the second group as deontologists. 
The latter are more likely to let Hitler live. 
 
One hypothetical dilemma replaces Hitler with a man who abducts a child and holds her ransom for a 
week, because both philosophies would support letting the kidnapper live. Killing him defies the moral 
norm, so a person motivated by social norms will let him live. And killing him won't save any lives, so a 
person motivated by consequences would argue that the costs outweigh the benefits, and let him live as 
well. 
 



Every dilemma is different, which is why the researchers used 10 scenarios. The Hitler example relies 
heavily on time travel, but Friesdorf worries that people won't respond properly unless they fully accept 
time travel. If they assume that time travel is impossible, then killing Hitler becomes irrelevant. There's a 
similar problem with self-interest – whether the person asked is in immediate danger. A person might be 
more willing to torture a prisoner if he or she is in immediate danger. 
 
Friesdorf says that she finds the "Hard Times" dilemma to be one of the most interesting. It reads: 
 
"You are the head of a poor household in a developing country. Your crops have failed for the second 
year in a row, and it appears that you have no way to feed your family. Your sons, ages 8 and 10, are too 
young to go off to the city where there are jobs, but your daughter could fare better. 
 
"You know a man from your village who lives in the city and who makes sexually explicit films featuring 
girls such as your daughter. In front of your daughter, he tells you that in one year of working in his 
studio, your daughter could earn enough money to keep your family fed for several growing seasons. 
 
"Is it appropriate for you to employ your daughter in the pornography industry in order to feed your 
family?" 
 
"Very few people say yes you should do it, even though it will save the rest of the family," says Friesdorf. 
 
She also analyzed a small subset of the data in which each subject reported how difficult it was to choose 
a course of action. Women tended to find it more difficult to decide, and Friesdorf hypothesizes that this 
is because they feel more conflict between weighing benefits and harms versus following society's moral 
rules. 
 
"Women seem to be feeling more equal levels of both emotion and cognition. They seem to be 
experiencing similar levels of both, so it's more difficult for them to make their choice," she says. 
 
Even though the dilemmas seem far-fetched, Friesdorf says we encounter less dramatic variations of 
them all the time. 
 
For instance, a manager might need to make an employment decision that would weigh the future of one 
person against the fate of a group. "If these [gender] differences also hold in that context, then that could 
have some implications for how women and men are making those decisions," she says. 
 
Source: 
https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2015/04/03/397280759/men-and-women-use-different-scales-to-weigh-
moral-dilemmas 
 



MEN AND WOMEN USE DIFFERENT SCALES TO WEIGH MORAL DILEMMAS
Text-Dependent Questions 

Directions: For the following questions, choose the best answer or respond in complete sentences.  

1. PART A: Which of the following best states one of the central ideas of the article?

a. Men and women tend to weigh difficult moral decisions in the same way.

b. Men are often more utilitarian in their moral philosophies and women usually take a more deontological approach.

c. Men and women often differ in their approaches to making moral decisions.

d. Men will usually choose the more drastic option in a moral decision.

2. PART B: Which best supports the central idea from Part A?
a. “A person might be more willing to torture a prisoner if he or she is in immediate danger.” (Paragraph 7)

b. “Some people are motivated by consequences, weighing costs and benefits to make a 
decision.” (Paragraph 5)

c. “Killing him defies the moral norm, so a person motivated by social norms will let him live.” (Paragraph 6)

d. “Women seem to be more likely to have this negative, emotional, gut-level reaction to causing harm to 
people in the dilemmas, to the one person, whereas men were less likely to express this strong 
emotional reaction to harm…” (Paragraph 4)

3. PART A: How do paragraphs 1-2 contribute to the overall article?

a. They engage the reader by relating the content of the study to the reader’s own perspectives and lives.

b. They test the hypothesis of the study by asking readers to consider how their gender impacts their 
decision-making.

c. They compel the reader to evaluate their moral views by presenting a difficult scenario.

d. They draw in the reader by introducing an unrealistic but interesting dilemma.

4. PART B: Which other paragraph(s) have a similar effect as the answer to Part A?

a. Paragraphs 3-4

b. Paragraph 6

c. Paragraph 7

d. Paragraphs 15-16

5. Explain what the study reveals about differing moral decisions. What two groups are discussed? What is 
important about each group? Cite from the text to support your answer. 



MEN AND WOMEN USE DIFFERENT SCALES TO WEIGH MORAL DILEMMAS
WRITTEN DISCUSSION Questions 

Think about the scenario the author discusses involving Hitler. What would you do? Why?
Considering your gender, do your views align with the findings of the study?

Consider this: The factory your parents worked at just closed down and went overseas and they are out of work. 
There is no money coming in and few jobs available where you live. The fridge is empty and the last of the 
money went to keep the lights on in your house. On your walk to school, you see an unattended delivery van 
bringing baked goods into the corner store. The back door is opened, there are racks of pastries and loaves of 
bread right there and no one is around. Would you take food to help feed your family? Why or why not?

In your opinion, is it better to be a utilitarian or a deontologist? Why? What would you consider yourself? Explain.

In the context of this text, how can a person truly know what is good and right? Cite evidence from this text, your 
own experience, and other literature, art, or history in your answer.

In the context of this text, how do we define the differences between men and women? Do you think these 
differences are innate, or developed by social influences? Cite evidence from this text, your own experience, 
and other literature, art, or history in your answer.



The Kohlberg Dilemmas
By Lawrence Kohlberg

1958

Lawrence Kohlberg (1927-1987) was an American psychologist best known for his theory of the stages of
moral development. His theory asserts that there are six distinct stages of human moral development, and
that a person may go through these stages throughout his or her lifespan. In his 1958 dissertation for the
University of Chicago, he included a series of dilemmas that he used in various interviews with his subjects.
As you read some of them below, take notes on the structure of the dilemmas and the values (love,
empathy, justice, kindness) Kohlberg associates with each dilemma.

Form A
Dilemma I

Joe is a fourteen-year-old boy who wanted to go to camp very much. 
His father promised him he could go if he saved up the money for it 
himself. So Joe worked hard at his paper route and saved up the 
forty dollars it cost to go to camp, and a little more besides. But just 
before camp was going to start, his father changed his mind. Some 
of his friends decided to go on a special fishing trip, and Joe's father 
was short of the money it cost. So he told Joe to give him the money
he had saved from the paper route. Joe didn't want to give up going 
to camp, so he thinks of refusing to give his father the money.

    "Scales of Justice" by Ken Roberts is licensed under CC BY-SA 2.0 

1. Should Joe refuse to give his father the money? Why or why not?

2. Does the father have the right to tell Joe to give him the money? Why or why not?

3. Does giving the money have anything to do with being a good son? Why or why not?

4. Is the fact that Joe earned the money himself important in this situation? Why or why not?



5. The father promised Joe he could go to camp if he earned the money. Is the fact that the father promised 
the most important thing in the situation? Why or why not?

6. In general, why should a promise be kept?

7. Is it important to keep a promise to someone you don't know well and probably won't see again?

8. What do you think is the most important thing a father should be concerned about in his relationship to his 
son? Why is that the most important thing?

9. In general, what should be the authority of a father over his son? Why?

10. What do you think is the most important thing a son should be concerned about in his relationship to his 
father? Why is that the most important thing?

Dilemma II
Judy was a twelve-year-old girl. Her mother promised her that she could go to a special rock concert coming 
to their town if she saved up from baby-sitting and lunch money to buy a ticket to the concert. She managed 
to save up the fifteen dollars the ticket cost plus another five dollars. But then her mother changed her mind 
and told Judy that she had to spend the money on new clothes for school. Judy was disappointed and 
decided to go to the concert anyway. She bought a ticket and told her mother that she had only been able to 
save five dollars. That Saturday she went to the performance and told her mother that she was spending the 
day with a friend. A week passed without her mother finding out. Judy then told her older sister, Louise, that 
she had gone to the performance and had lied to her mother about it. Louise wonders whether to tell their 
mother what Judy did.

1. Should Louise, the older sister, tell their mother that Judy lied about the money or should she keep quiet? Why?



2. In wondering whether to tell, Louise thinks of the fact that Judy is her sister. Should that make a difference in 
Louise's decision? Why or why not?

3. Does telling have anything to do with being a good daughter? Why or why not?

4. Is the fact that Judy earned the money herself important in this situation? Why or why not?

5. The mother promised Judy she could go to the concert if she earned the money. Is the fact that the mother 
promised the most important thing in the situation? Why or why not?

6. Why in general should a promise be kept?

7. Is it important to keep a promise to someone you don't know well and probably won't see again? Why or why not?

8. What do you think is the most important thing a mother should be concerned about in her relationship to her 
daughter? Why is that the most important thing?

9. In general, what should be the authority of a mother over her daughter? Why?

10. What do you think is the most important thing a daughter should be concerned about in her relationship to her 
mother? Why is that the most important thing?

11. In thinking back over the dilemma, what would you say is the most responsible thing for Louise to do in this 
situation? Why?



Dilemma III

In Europe, a woman was near death from a special kind of cancer. There was one drug that the doctors thought 
might save her. It was a form of radium that a druggist in the same town had recently discovered. The drug was 
expensive to make, but the druggist was charging ten times what the drug cost him to make. He paid $400 for the 
radium and charged $4,000 for a small dose of the drug. The sick woman's husband, Heinz, went to everyone he 
knew to borrow the money and tried every legal means, but he could only get together about $2,000, which is half of 
what it cost. He told the druggist that his wife was dying, and asked him to sell it cheaper or let him pay later. But 
the druggist said, "No, I discovered the drug and I'm going to make money from it" So, having tried every legal 
means, Heinz gets desperate and considers breaking into the man's store to steal the drug for his wife.

1. Should Heinz steal the drug? Why or why not?

2. Is it actually right or wrong for him to steal the drug? Why is it right or wrong?

3. Does Heinz have a duty or obligation to steal the drug? Why or why not?

4. If Heinz doesn't love his wife, should he steal the drug for her? Does it make a difference in what Heinz should 
do whether or not he loves his wife? Why or why not?

5. Suppose the person dying is not his wife but a stranger. Should Heinz steal the drug for the stranger? Why or 
why not?

6. Suppose it's a pet animal he loves. Should Heinz steal to save the pet animal? Why or why not?

7. Is it important for people to do everything they can to save another's life? Why or why not?

8. It is against the law for Heinz to steal. Does that make it morally wrong? Why or why not?



© 1958, Lawrence Kohlberg. For nonprofit educational use only.

Dilemma VII

Two young men, brothers, had got into serious trouble. They were secretly leaving town in a hurry and needed 
money. Karl, the older one, broke into a store and stole a thousand dollars. Bob, the younger one, went to a 
retired old man who was known to help people in town. He told the man that he was very sick and that he needed 
a thousand dollars to pay for an operation. Bob asked the old man to lend him the money and promised that he 
would pay him back when he recovered. Really Bob wasn't sick at all, and he had no intention of paying the man 
back. Although the old man didn't know Bob very well, he lent him the money. So Bob and Karl skipped town, 
each with a thousand dollars.

1. Which is worse, stealing like Karl or cheating like Bob? Why is that worse?

2. What do you think is the worst thing about cheating the old man? Why is that the worst thing?

3. In general, why should a promise be kept?

4. Is it important to keep a promise to someone you don't know well or will never see again? Why or why not?

5. Why shouldn't someone steal from a store?

6. What is the value or importance of property rights?

7. Should people do everything they can to obey the law? Why or why not?

8. Was the old man being irresponsible by lending Bob the money? Why or why not?



THE KOHLBERG DILEMMAS
Text-Dependent Questions

Directions: For the following questions, choose the best answer or respond in complete sentences.

1. Which of the following best describes a central idea of the text?
A. Our decisions are informed by a complex set of circumstances, values, and social morals.
B. There is no right answer for what is good so the question of morality should be ignored all 

together.
C. How we choose and how we act affects everything around us, intentionally or not.
D. Love and loyalty are the strongest motivators, especially when it comes to morally 

ambiguous situations.

2. Which of the following best describes the structure of the dilemmas?
A. The dilemmas are written like mini episodes or short stories, designed to make the reader 

emotionally invested in the dilemmas.
B. The dilemmas are composed of vague hypothetical situations followed by a series of equally 

vague questions, designed to make the reader think about larger, abstract concepts.
C. The dilemmas are composed of specific hypothetical situations and then a series questions 

designed to provoke the reader into analyzing and introspecting one’s morals.
D. The dilemmas are structured to imitate stream-of-consciousness narrative, thus mimicking 

the thought process in decision-making.

3. PART A: How does the first dilemma illustrate how familial relationships can affect our actions and 
decision-making?

A. The first dilemma presents a situation between a father and son, evaluating their obligations 
based on this relationship; family ties thus affect our decisions (regardless of outcome) for 
they are based in complex, deep-rooted ideas such as authority, loyalty, love, etc.

B. The first dilemma presents a situation between father and son, showing how family 
relationships or love do not affect decisions; one should disregard family ties in a dilemma 
because they are essentially meaningless.

C. The first dilemma presents a situation between father and son, showing
(through the father's bad example) how a parent is obligated to put a child's needs before 
theirs; thus family ties affect only parental decisions, encouraging self-sacrifice.

D. The first dilemma presents a situation between father and son, showing how the son (or 
child) must obey and respect his father's wishes; thus family ties affect the decision-making 
of children more because they are naturally in a place of obligation to the parent.



4. PART B: Which TWO of the following dilemma questions best supports the answer to Part A?

A. "Does the father have the right to tell Joe to give him the money?”

B. "Why or why not?”

C. "Is the fact that Joe earned the money himself important in this situation?"

D. “In general, why should a promise kept?”

E. “Is it important to keep a promise to someone you don't know well and probably won't 

see again?”

F. “What do you think is the most important thing a son should be concerned about in his 

relationship to his father?”

5. What is Kohlberg’s overall purpose in developing and using these dilemmas?

A. To make someone question their relationships and families

B. To prompt people into deeper introspection about their morals and ethics

C. To inspire future generations into studying the complex field of psychology

D. To create a fun way of analyzing personal and social values (like a personality quiz)



the kohlberg dilemmas
Written Discussion Questions

Kohlberg only used men in his interviews. Do you think men and women would answer some of these 
questions differently? Why? Explain your answer.

Some people criticize Kohlberg for overemphasizing the value of “justice”—do you agree with this 
criticism? Is justice an important component of morality?

Do you think you would score high or low on the Kohlberg’s scale of moral development? Explain.

Do you think that this is a valid measurement for testing how “moral” a person is? Why or why not?

What is “good” and how do we know? Use evidence from this text, from your own experience, and from 
other literature and art in your answer.



Pairing Questions
"Men and Women Use Different Scales to Weigh Moral 

Dilemmas" and "The Kohlberg Dilemmas"
Directions: After reading the texts, choose the best answer for the multiple-choice questions below and respond to
the writing questions in complete sentences.

A. The dilemmas were designed to prove that we can trick people into doing
what’s right or wrong.

B. The dilemmas were designed to prove that we cannot define what is right or
wrong.

C. The dilemmas were designed to prove that people share the same idea
when it comes to what’s right or wrong.

D. The dilemmas were designed to prove that groups of people can determine
what is right or wrong.

1. In what way is the dilemma that Friesdorf studied in “Men and Women Use Different Scales
to Weigh Moral Dilemmas” similar to those that Kohlberg designed in “The Kohlberg
Dilemmas”?

2. What are the similarities between the Adolf Hitler dilemma in “Men and Women Use
Different Scales to Weigh Moral Dilemmas” and Dilemma III in “The Kohlberg Dilemmas”?
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Do Juvenile Killers Deserve Life Behind Bars?
By Nina Totenberg

2012

The American juvenile justice system is distinct from the system that deals with adult defendants and
criminals. Many people believe that adolescents deserve less blame for their actions because the parts of
their brains associated with decision-making and impulse control have not fully matured. They are also
thought to be more likely candidates for criminal rehabilitation than adults. Yet, in some states, life without
parole is the automatic sentence for homicide, or murder, and is often passed without consideration for
certain circumstances, such as age or background. By 2012, the United States had convicted 79 juvenile
offenders under the age of 14 on charges of homicide and sentenced them to life behind bars.

The U.S. Supreme Court hears arguments
Tuesday in two homicide cases testing whether it
is unconstitutionally cruel and unusual
punishment to sentence a 14-year-old to life in
prison without the possibility of parole.

There are currently 79 of these juvenile killers
who will die in prison. What's more, in many
states, the penalty is mandatory, meaning neither
judge nor jury is allowed to consider the
youngster's age or background in meting1 out the
sentence.

In cases dealing with punishment for juveniles, context is everything. In 2005, the Supreme Court
struck down the death penalty for juveniles, declaring that kids are different from adults. The court
said that because of their youth, their brains are literally less developed, they are more impulsive,
more subject to peer pressure and less able to see the consequences of their acts.

Two years ago, the court used the same rationale when it struck down the penalty of life without
parole for nonhomicide crimes committed by juveniles. But in Tuesday's cases, the court faces the
question of life without parole in homicide cases.

A case from Arkansas involves a teenager who was not the triggerman. Fourteen-year-old Kuntrell
Jackson and two other kids held up a video rental store. One of the other boys pointed a sawed-off
shotgun at the cashier, and when she threatened to call the police, shot and killed her. Under
Arkansas' felony-murder law, Jackson was deemed just as responsible as the triggerman. He was tried
as an adult for aggravated murder2 and, under state law, received a mandatory sentence of life without
parole.

[1]

[5]

1. to give a harsh punishment or dispense justice
2. The phrase “aggravated murder” refers to a type of intentional murder. In this case, it is likely referring to a type of 

intentional murder in which the victim was killed while the offender was in the process of committing or trying to 
commit burglary.



The other case, from Alabama, involves Evan Miller, a boy so brutalized as a child that by the time he
was arrested for murder at age 14, he had tried to kill himself six times, the first time when he was 5
years old.

Miller and a 16-year-old friend went next-door to the home of a neighbor who was dealing drugs to
Miller's mother. The neighbor, 52-year-old Cole Cannon, gave the boys liquor and marijuana. Miller
consumed a fifth of whiskey as the boys engaged in drinking games with Cannon and planned to steal
his wallet.

Eventually, a fight broke out and the boys severely beat Cannon, set fires in the trailer and fled,
ignoring Cannon's pleas for help. Cannon died of smoke inhalation. The 16-year-old friend made a deal
with prosecutors in exchange for his testimony, and got life with parole eligibility. Fourteen-year-old
Miller got life without parole.

Bryan Stevenson, the lawyer who represents the boys in both of these cases, will make two basic
arguments before the Supreme Court. The first is that a mandatory punishment of life without parole
for a 14-year-old is cruel and unusual punishment because the defendant's age and background are
irrelevant and cannot mitigate3 punishment.

"Judges can't consider it. Juries can't consider it. No one can consider it," says Stevenson.

The states counter that the juvenile's age has already been considered by taking the death penalty off
the table.

"If the defendant is not going to get the death penalty, then at the very least, the defendant ought to
get life without parole" to counterbalance the harm he has inflicted, says Alabama Solicitor General
John Neiman.

But the big question before the Supreme Court on Tuesday is whether life without the possibility of
parole is itself an unconstitutionally cruel and unusual punishment when it is applied to juveniles.

Defense lawyer Stevenson notes that the American legal system treats minors as both less culpable4

and less responsible. Fourteen-year-olds, for instance, are not allowed to drink, to marry, to vote, to
serve on juries or even to drive.

"We're not saying that juvenile offenders who commit homicide can't be punished severely," Stevenson
says. "They may even end up spending the rest of their lives in prison. But it's premature, excessive
and unfair to say we know this juvenile will never be rehabilitated."5

Indeed, a brief6 filed by the Council of Juvenile Correctional Administrators and other juvenile crime
experts points to many amazing cases of rehabilitation. Among them is 16-year-old Scott Filippi, who
shot his mother but after his release joined the Army and became a member of the Presidential Honor
Guard.

[10]

[15]

3. Mitigate (verb): to lessen the gravity of an offense or mistake
4. Culpable (adjective): deserving of blame
5. Rehabilitate (verb): to restore (someone) to health or socially accepted behavior through training and therapy
6. a concise legal statement or summary



Or there is Raphael Johnson, who shot and killed a classmate when he was 17, but after his release got
bachelor's and master's degrees with honors and started a community policing program in Detroit. Or
there is Lawrence Wu, a 15-year-old New York gang member who eventually became the editor-in-chief
of the Columbia Law Review.

One of the most famous of those who have changed their lives is award-winning actor-producer
Charles Dutton. By age 12, he had quit school and was living a life of fights and crime on the streets of
Baltimore.

"I liked getting in trouble," says Dutton. "I enjoyed getting in fights. I enjoyed the challenge of battle."

By age 17, he was sentenced to prison for manslaughter.7 Even in prison, though, he continued his
fighting ways, assaulting a guard and getting eight years added to his sentence. A decade or so later, he
was on his way to "the hole" for solitary confinement when he picked up a book of plays sent to him by
a girlfriend. It ended up changing his life. As he puts it, he found what he was "born to do."

"Up until that point in time, I didn't really concentrate on the life I had taken," he says. "But only at that
moment of rediscovering my own humanity [could I] go back and have a very, very strong and sincere,
heartfelt remorse for taking that life." Now, four decades later, he says he thinks of the man he killed
every day and wonders who he would have been.

Dutton says he understands the desire to avenge a terrible crime, but "there's no sense in destroying a
second life if that life is actually redeemable. If there's anyone who still has a modicum8 of redemption
left in their life, it's a juvenile."

The states that have adopted life without parole for juvenile killers have a very different view.

"The one thing that we don't know is what the potential of the life would be that was snuffed out in the
crime," says Arkansas Attorney General Dustin McDaniel. "The hypothetical of who might be
rehabilitated in prison is a hard one to analyze, but there have to be some circumstances under which
these persons can serve life without parole."

Indeed, Alabama Solicitor General Neiman notes that 38 of the 50 states authorize life without parole
for a 14-year-old convicted of murder, and the federal government authorizes it for 15-year-olds. Part
of the justification for that, he observes, is the notion of retribution.9

"As a moral matter, it is OK for a government to say, even if there is a possibility that someone will
rehabilitate themselves, if a person commits a sufficiently egregious crime, then they just deserve a
very severe sentence," Neiman says.

Defense lawyer Stevenson counters that in reality, only 18 states have imposed life without parole on a
14-year-old, and only 79 killers who are 14 or younger are currently serving life-without-parole
sentences.

[20]

[25]

7. the crime of killing a human being without ill will and premeditation, or plan, to do so
8. a small quantity or amount
9. Retribution (noun): punishment inflicted on someone as revenge for a wrong or crime



©2012 National Public Radio, Inc. News report titled “Do Juvenile Killers Deserve Life Behind Bars?” was originally broadcast on NPR's Morning
Edition on March 20, 2012, and is used with the permission of NPR. Any unauthorized duplication is strictly prohibited.

Arkansas Attorney General McDaniel says that even if those statistics are accurate, and he disputes
them, it doesn't prove much.

"It's not because society doesn't have the moral stomach to impose those sentences," McDaniel says.
"It's because, realistically, 14-year-olds don't commit a lot of murders."

Finally, the states argue that life without parole is a sufficiently severe sentence that it will deter at least
some juveniles from committing murder.

Defense lawyer Stevenson dismisses that argument, echoing the sentiments of many experts who deal
with violent juveniles.

"Most of my clients had never heard of life imprisonment without parole and had no capacity to
appreciate what it would mean," Stevenson says. "It takes them years before they even get what it
means to be sentenced to life in prison without parole, because they're just not used to thinking that
far ahead."

[30]



DO JUVENILE KILLERS DESERVE LIFE BEHIND BARS
Text-Dependent Questions

Directions: For the following questions, choose the best answer or respond in complete sentences.

1. PART A: Which of the following best identifies a central idea of the article?
A. Juvenile criminals should be subjected to the same punishments as adults, even if they are not 

equally aware of any legal consequences; the law is the law.
B. In cases of homicide, it is important to take into account the juvenile offender’s criminal history 

when deciding upon punishment for homicide cases.
C. In some states, juveniles convicted of committing or being involved in homicide are automatically 

sentenced to life in prison without parole, though many people argue that this is unjust and cruel.
D. Minors should not be held to the same legal standards as adults because their brains are not as 

developed and their actions mean less than adults’.

2. PART B: Which phrase from the text best support the answer to Part A?
A. “…a mandatory punishment of life without parole for a 14-year-old is cruel and unusual 

punishment because the defendant's age and background…cannot mitigate 
punishment.” (Paragraph 9)

B. “Fourteen-year-olds, for instance, are not allowed to drink, to marry, to vote, to serve on juries or 
even to drive.” (Paragraph 14)

C. “‘The one thing that we don't know is what the potential of the life would be that was snuffed out 
in the crime...’” (Paragraph 24)

D. “‘It takes them years before they even get what it means to be sentenced to life in prison without 
parole, because they're just not used to thinking that far ahead.’” (Paragraph 32)

3. PART A: Which of the following most closely matches the definition of “egregious” as used in Paragraph 26?

A. circumstantial or uncommon

B. outstandingly bad or shocking

C. indicative of poor character

D. unusual and surprising

4. PART B: Which phrase from the text best supports the answer to Part A?

A. “as a moral matter” (Paragraph 26)

B. “a possibility that someone will rehabilitate themselves” (Paragraph 26)

C. “then they just deserve a very severe sentence” (Paragraph 26)

D. “only 18 states have imposed life without parole on a 14-year-old” (Paragraph 27)



DO JUVENILE KILLERS DESERVE LIFE BEHIND BARS
 written Discussion Questions

How would you characterize Arkansas Attorney General Dustin McDaniel’s statement: “‘The one thing that we 
don't know is what the potential of the life would be that was snuffed out in the crime’” (Paragraph 24)?

Do you find the story of Charles Dutton compelling or inspirational? Why do you think we, as a society, prize 
the idea of redemption so highly?

According to the article, many states’ policies dictate that an adolescent offender’s age cannot be taken into 
account: “‘Judges can't consider it. Juries can't consider it. No one can consider it’” (Paragraph 10). Why do 
you think such a law exists in the first place? Is this a fair law? In the context of this article, what is fair? Cite 
evidence from this text, your own experience, and other literature, art, or history in your answer.

Charles Dutton argues that, “‘If there's anyone who still has a modicum of redemption left in their life, it's a 
juvenile’” (Paragraph 22). In the context of this article, what does it mean to be grown up? Do you think the 
juvenile offenders are being totally treated as if they were adults? Cite evidence from this text, your own 
experience, and other literature, art, or history in your answer.



Morality unit: Final Assessment 
Directions: Complete this prompt on the lines below. You may use the texts, your completed 
graphic organizer, and all other assignments completed during this unit. 
 

English 1 & English 2 students should complete this prompt: 
Prompt: Over the course of this unit, you have studied dilemmas. Explain a time when you 
have faced a Kohlberg-like dilemma. Write a summary of your experience. Be sure to refer 
to the Kohlberg Dilemmas and some of the questions that have been raised throughout the 
unit in your response.   
 

English 3 & English 4 students should complete this prompt: 
  

Prompt: Over the course of this unit, you have gathered details from a range of thematic 
texts that are concerned with morality. Use the evidence you have gathered to answer the 
essential question: How do we evaluate what’s right or wrong? Support your answer using 
reasons and evidence from a variety of the texts covered in this unit. 
 

 

Please use this space to organize your thoughts before you begin writing. You may hand write 
your response on the pages provided or you may type your response. Please check with your 
teacher to confirm the details for how your assessment should be turned in for grading. 
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SLPS ENGLISH 1 FINAL EXAM 2020 
Please answer each question by typing or writing the letter choice you have selected on the line provided. 

Completed exams should be submitted electronically to your teacher in the virtual classroom space or 

delivered to your school (if you have elected to complete the exam on paper). Please contact your English 

teacher with questions related to the exam contents, due dates, and submission. Before beginning your 

Final Exam, please review the Academic Integrity Statement at the end of the assessment. 

LITERARY TEXT 
from “The Gift of the Magi,” O. Henry 

Read this passage from “The Gift of the Magi” by O. Henry.  
Then, answer the following question(s). 

Della finished her cry and attended to her cheeks with the powder rag. She stood by the window and looked out dully 

at a gray cat walking a gray fence in a gray backyard. Tomorrow would be Christmas Day, and she had only $1.87 

with which to buy Jim a present. She had been saving every penny she could for months, with this result. Twenty 

dollars a week doesn’t go far. Expenses had been greater than she had calculated. They always are. Only $1.87 to 

buy a present for Jim. Her Jim. Many a happy hour she had spent planning for something nice for him. Something 

fine and rare and sterling—something just a little bit near to being worthy of the honor of being owned by Jim. 

1. The following question has two parts. Answer Part A first, and then Part B.     [RL.2.D] 

       Part A Which description of Della does the passage most clearly support?  

a. a habitual shopper 

b. a loving wife 

c. a wealthy heiress 

d. a hopeless dreamer 

       Part B Which sentence is most effective in supporting this description?   

a. Della finished her cry and attended to her cheeks with the powder rag. 

b. Tomorrow would be Christmas Day, and she had only $1.87 with which to buy Jim a 

present. 

c. Expenses had been greater than she had calculated. 

d. Many a happy hour she had spent planning for something nice for him. 

      2. Which statement best describes the conflict that Della faces?    [RL.2.D] 

a. She does not have enough money to buy her husband a gift. 

b. She refuses to admit that she and Jim are poor. 

c. She likes to shop, but she and Jim have no money. 

d. She is disappointed that Jim must work on Christmas. 

      3. Della wants to buy a gift for her husband that is “fine and rare and sterling.”   [RL.1.B] 

In this context, which of the multiple meanings of sterling applies?  
  

a. a type of silver strengthened with a small amount of another metal 

b. made of strengthened silver 

c. payable in British money 

d. of superior quality  
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LITERARY TEXT  
Summary of “The Gift of the Magi,” O. Henry 

The following paragraph briefly summarizes “The Gift of the Magi,” a short story by O. Henry.  

Read the passage, and then answer the question(s). 

In the story “The Gift of the Magi” by O. Henry, the character Della sells her beautiful, long hair to a wigmaker in order 

to buy a watch chain for Jim, her husband, as a Christmas gift. At the same time, unbeknownst to Della, Jim sells his 

watch, which he greatly treasures, to buy Della beautiful hair combs. Near the end of the story, the two exchange 

their gifts, and they are each moved by the sacrifice the other has made. 

 

 

 4. The following question has two parts. Answer Part A first, and then Part B.   [RL.1.D] 

       Part A Which theme do the actions of Della and Jim suggest most clearly? 

a. Being wealthy makes life easier. 

b. Beauty is in the eye of the beholder. 

c. Love is the greatest gift. 

d. Time heals all wounds. 

 

       Part B Which piece of evidence from the summary best supports the answer to Part A?  

a. Della sells her beautiful, long hair to a wigmaker…. 

b. Jim sells his watch, which he greatly treasures.… 

c. [T]he two exchange their gifts.… 

d. [T]hey are each moved by the sacrifice the other has made. 

 

      5. Which of the following options best describes how the author could create   [RL.2.A] 

a frame story for “The Gift of the Magi”? 

a. The author could tell some events from Jim’s perspective and some from Della’s. 

b. The author could tell Jim and Della’s story through letters the two exchange with one 
another. 

c. The author could tell another story in which a character narrates Jim and Della’s story. 

d. The author could tell a story about something that happened to Jim and Della in the 
past. 
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INFORMATIONAL TEXT 
Historical Text 

Read the passage about Upton Sinclair’s The Jungle. Then, answer the following question(s). 

(1) Did you know that a 1906 novel led to a law that changed the way Americans process food? That novel was 

Upton Sinclair’s The Jungle. The book exposed harsh working conditions and unsanitary practices in the urban 

meatpacking plants of Chicago. The Jungle forced light into the dark corners of big business. 

(2) Sinclair filled The Jungle with facts to show America how poorly immigrants and the working class were 

treated by the big companies, which were driven by greed. The Chicago Tribune wrote that Sinclair “set out to write a 

book that would do for workers what Uncle Tom’s Cabin had done for slaves half a century earlier.” 

(3) But Sinclair was surprised that it was his horrific description of how meat was processed that caused the 

bigger uproar. It infuriated Americans. Sinclair remarked, “I aimed at the public’s heart and by accident I hit it in the 

stomach.” The outrage was heard in the White House. President Theodore Roosevelt ordered an investigation into 

the book’s claims and found that everything Sinclair wrote was true. The meatpacking companies had tried to keep a 

lid on their shameful practices. With a single book, Sinclair had exposed them. 

(4) Roosevelt pressured Congress to pass the 1906 Pure Food and Drug and Federal Meat Inspection Acts, and 

they did. The acts changed the ways in which food and drugs are handled in the United States. 

(5) Sinclair’s book was the catalyst for improvements in sanitary conditions in manufacturing plants. He was an 

author who would not be silenced. The corrupt businessmen he exposed called Sinclair a “muckraker” (literally 

someone who rakes “muck”), but the people who benefited from Sinclair’s “muckraking” enjoyed better labor laws 

and safer food and drugs.  

 

 6. The following question has two parts. Answer Part A first, and then Part B.   [RI.1.D] 

       Part A Which central idea is most clearly supported by the ideas in the passage? 

a. The best way to enact a legal reform is to use popular books to reach the masses. 

b. It is the duty of journalists to anger corporations and the people who run them. 

c. A fight for a particular cause may have unintended consequences, bad or good. 

d. The only way to enact lasting change in America is to appeal to the president. 

 

       Part B Which piece of evidence best supports the central idea from Part A?  

a. The corrupt men who ran businesses did not like Sinclair. 

b. Sinclair wanted to write a book similar to Uncle Tom’s Cabin. 

c. President Roosevelt finally decided to read the book because of the outrage from 

Americans. 

d. Sinclair cared about poor working conditions, but his book led to changes in meat 
processing. 
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      7. The passage quotes Sinclair as saying, “I aimed at the public’s heart.” (par. 3)  [RI.2.C] 

Which answer choice most accurately restates his meaning?  

a. I tried to cause readers physical pain. 

b. I questioned people’s ability to feel compassion for others. 

c. I tried to create public sympathy for a cause. 

d. I tried to make people ill when they read The Jungle. 

 

 

      8. The words underlined in each of the following sentences share the same denotation, or [RI.1.B] 

literal meaning, as the word infuriated in paragraph 3 of the passage. Which word has a 

more negative connotation than infuriated? Base your answer on context as well as on 

your knowledge of words. 

a. The buzzing of the fly around his head irritated Nate. 

b. It enraged Miguel when another driver wrecked his car. 

c. The fact that Ian was late for the second time angered Darshon. 

d. The long wait in line agitated Jan, who needed to be home at four. 

 

 

      9. Which sentences best support the author’s claim that Sinclair’s book   [RI.2.B] 

accomplished something different from what Sinclair had hoped? Choose two options. 

a. Did you know that a 1906 novel led to a law that changed the way Americans process 
food? (paragraph 1) 

b. The Jungle forced light into the dark corners of big business. (paragraph 1) 

c. But Sinclair was surprised that it was his horrific description of how meat was 

processed that caused the biggest uproar. (paragraph 3) 

d. Sinclair remarked, “I aimed at the public’s heart and by accident I hit it in the stomach.” 

(paragraph 3) 

e. He was an author who would not be silenced. (paragraph 5) 
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LITERARY TEXT 

from Oliver Twist, Charles Dickens 

Read the excerpt from Oliver Twist by Charles Dickens. Then, answer the following question(s). 

[B]eing born in a workhouse… was the best thing for Oliver Twist that could by possibility have occurred. The fact is, 

that there was considerable difficulty in inducing Oliver to take upon himself the office of respiration,—a troublesome 

practice, but one which custom has rendered necessary to our easy existence; and for some time he lay gasping on 

a little flock mattress, rather unequally poised between this world and the next: the balance being decidedly in favor 

of the latter. Now, if, during this brief period, Oliver had been surrounded by careful grandmothers, anxious aunts, 

experienced nurses, and doctors of profound wisdom, he would most inevitably and indubitably have been killed in no 

time. There being nobody by, however, but a pauper old woman… and a parish surgeon, who did such matters by 

contract; Oliver and Nature fought out the point between them. The result was, that, after a few struggles, Oliver 

breathed, sneezed, and proceeded to advertise to the inmates of the workhouse the fact of a new burden having 

been imposed upon the parish, by setting up as loud a cry as could reasonably have been expected from a male 

infant who had not been possessed of that very useful appendage, a voice, for a much longer space of time than 

three minutes and a quarter. 

 10. The following question has two parts. Answer Part A first, and then Part B.   [RL.2.C] 

       Part A Based on the context of the passage, what is the meaning of the underlined phrase “poised 

between this world and the next”? 

a. between living and dying 

b. between despair and hope 

c. between sleeping and waking 

d. between abandonment and love 

       Part B Which phrase from the passage provides the best context clue for the answer to Part A? 

a. [B]eing born in a workhouse… was the best thing for Oliver Twist that could by 

possibility have occurred. 

b. [I]f, during this brief period, Oliver had been surrounded by careful grandmothers, 
anxious aunts, experienced nurses, and doctors of profound wisdom, he would most 

inevitably and indubitably have been killed in no time. 

c. Oliver and Nature fought out the point between them. 

d. [Oliver] proceeded to advertise to the inmates of the workhouse the fact of a new 
burden having been imposed upon the parish… 

      11. What does the narrator mean in saying, “there was considerable difficulty   [RL.2.C] 

in inducing Oliver to take upon himself the office of respiration”? 

a. Oliver was crying loudly. 

b. Oliver was missing his grandmother and his aunts. 

c. Oliver was not breathing at first. 

d. Oliver did not want to be in a workhouse. 
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INFORMATIONAL TEXT  

Historical Article 

Read the following passage about the Indian Removal Acts. Then, answer the following question(s) 

(1) John Ross was worried. It was 1830, and President Andrew Jackson had signed the Indian Removal Act, 

which meant his tribe, the Cherokee Indians, would have to leave Georgia and head West across the Mississippi. As 

the leader of the Cherokee, Ross was able to move in both Native American and European-descended worlds 

because he had a Cherokee mother and a Scottish father. Ross told President Jackson that the government had no 

right to remove his people from their land, but Jackson was not swayed by Ross’s arguments. When Jackson refused 

to back down, Ross took his grievances to the U.S. Supreme Court. The Supreme Court sided with John Ross and 

the Cherokee, but Jackson refused to follow the Court’s orders. 

(2) Ross struggled to keep his tribe together, but there was another faction of Cherokee who disrupted his 

efforts. This faction was led by Ross’s close friend, Major Ridge. Ridge told the tribe that they had lost too much 

already, and if they signed a treaty with President Jackson, they would at least get money for their land. Ross fought 

against any treaty, but in the end, Ridge and his followers signed the treaty that gave the Cherokee $5 million in 

exchange for leaving their land in two years. 

(3) Ross wanted to keep fighting, but his hands were tied. The Cherokee had to leave their land, which the white 

settlers craved not only for the land itself, but also for the gold that had been discovered there. The government sent 

soldiers to remove the Cherokee by force, throwing them out of their homes. Taking only what they could carry, the 

Cherokee were sent on an eight-hundred mile trail west. Because of the harsh weather conditions, many Cherokee 

died on the move west. The Cherokee called this terrible journey the “Trail of Tears.” 

      12. How did the Supreme Court ruling most clearly affect the Cherokee struggle  [RI.1.A] 

for their land? 

a. It allowed John Ross to have more time to negotiate a better deal. 

b. It gave John Ross the justification he needed to continue his fight. 

c. It had no effect because President Jackson refused to follow the ruling. 

d. It gave Major Ridge an opening to overtake Ross’s control of the tribe. 
 

      13. Based on the context of the passage, what does the phrase “his hands were tied”  [RI.1.B] 

mean (paragraph 3)?         

a. He had no choice. 

b. He was frustrated. 

c. He decided to stop. 

d. He acted cowardly. 

      14. Choose the answer choice that is closest in meaning to disrupted, which   [RI.1.B] 

appears in paragraph 2 of the passage. 

a. carried 

b. expanded 

c. abandoned 

d. disturbed 
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 15. The following question has two parts. Answer Part A first, and then Part B.   [RI.1.A] 

      Part A Based on the passage, what can you infer about President Jackson’s feelings about 

removing the Cherokee from their land? 

a. He thought it should happen, even if the courts said it was illegal. 

b. He was conflicted about whether to listen to John Ross or Major Ridge. 

c. He preferred it, but only if a treaty was signed between the Cherokee and the 

government. 

d. He thought $5 million was too much to give the Cherokee in exchange for leaving their 
land. 

       Part B Which sentence from the passage most clearly supports the answer to Part A? 

a. When Jackson refused to back down, Ross took his grievances to the U.S. Supreme 

Court. (paragraph 1) 

b. The Supreme Court sided with John Ross and the Cherokee, but Jackson refused to 

follow the Court’s orders. (paragraph 1) 

c. Ridge told the tribe that they had lost too much already, and if they signed a treaty with 
President Jackson, they would at least get money for their land. (paragraph 2) 

d. Ross wanted to keep fighting, but his hands were tied. (paragraph 3) 
 

INFORMATIONAL TEXT  

Historical Document 

In 1965, President Lyndon Johnson worked with Congress to pass the Civil Rights Act, extensive legislation designed 

to protect the rights of African Americans, including the right to vote. Read the excerpt from the speech in which 

Johnson introduced the act. (In the speech, Johnson uses the language of his day.) Then, answer the question(s). 

Our lives have been marked with debate about great issues; issues of war and peace, issues of prosperity and 

depression. But rarely in any time does an issue lay bare the secret heart of America itself. Rarely are we met with a 

challenge, not to our growth or abundance, our welfare or our security, but rather to the values and the purposes and 

the meaning of our beloved Nation. 

The issue of equal rights for American Negroes is such an issue. And should we defeat every enemy, should we 

double our wealth and conquer the stars, and still be unequal to this issue, then we will have failed as a people and 

as a nation. 

For with a country as with a person, “What is a man profited, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul?” 

 

      16. At the end of this excerpt, why does Johnson quote a question from the Bible without [RI.2.B] 

offering an answer? 

a. He believes his legislation will answer the question. 

b. He is hoping his readers will look up the quotation themselves. 

c. He is asking a rhetorical question to prompt listeners to see the issue from his 
perspective. 

d. He wants to use a variety of sentence structures as well as some familiar quotations to 

add interest. 
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 Standards and Skills Questions (Without Text Selections) 

Identify the choice that best answers the question. 

 17. The following question has two parts. Answer Part A first, and then Part B.   [RL.1.A] 

       Part A Read this opening paragraph of a story. What can you most reasonably predict will happen 

later? 

Colin slipped in and out of the lab quickly, the stolen documents hidden in his jacket. He easily made his way to the 

freight elevator and took it to the basement, unaware of the tiny camera in the corner. He was sure he would never be 

suspected of the theft. 

a. Colin will misplace the documents. 

b. Colin will have to decode the documents. 

c. Colin will get away without any problem. 

d. Colin will be suspected of the theft. 

       Part B Which detail from the paragraph most clearly supports the answer to Part A? 

a. stolen documents 

b. freight elevator 

c. tiny camera 

d. the theft 

      18. Which rhetorical structure or device does this sentence most clearly illustrate?  [RI.2.B] 

We must protect the environment to remedy the abuses of the past, to defend against the dangers of the present, and to 

provide for the people of the future. 

a. ethos 

b. repetition 

c. parallelism 

d. analogy 
 

      19. Which of these sentences from a persuasive essay is an example of an appeal to reason? [RI.2.B] 

a. Think of how much fun a town-wide Fitness Day would be! 

b. Studies have shown that exercise has both physical and mental benefits. 

c. Personally, I always feel much better after a long workout. 

d. If you want your friends to have long, healthy lives, beg them to exercise. 

      20. Which of the following statements does not support or logically extend this  central idea? [RI.1.D] 

Tornadoes can be dangerous—even deadly—storms. 

a. Tornadoes sometimes strike suddenly, without warning. 

b. A tornado’s twisting winds can rotate at more than 300 miles per hour. 

c. If a tornado warning is issued, find a safe area, such as a basement. 

d. The word tornado comes from a Spanish word meaning “to turn.” 
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      21. As what part of speech does the infinitive phrase function in this sentence?  [W.3.A.c] 

I want to visit Montana again next summer. 

a. noun 

b. verb 

c. adjective 

d. adverb 

      22. Which statement best supports this thesis statement for a cause-and-effect essay?  [RI.2.A] 

Because more people turned to online movies and DVD rental by mail, video stores failed.  

a. High-definition DVDs offer enhanced viewing options. 

b. Many people now prefer to watch online movies for the convenience. 

c. Movies continue to play a large role in the entertainment industry. 

d. Audio CD sales have also been affected by industry changes. 

      23. Read the sentence below and answer the question that follows.    [W.3.A.c] 

Three brothers named Jake, Huey, and Paco made a list of their favorite foods hot dogs, pizza, and tacos. 

   After which word in the sentence should a colon be placed? 

a. brothers 

b. named 

c. Paco 

d. foods 

      24. Read the sentence below and answer the question that follows.    [W.3.A.c] 

Your dog escaped from your house, in fact, she dug a hole; in my lawn. 

    Which of the choices below fixes the misplaced punctuation? 

a. Your dog; escaped from your house, in fact she dug a hole in my lawn. 

b. Your dog escaped from your house; in fact, she dug a hole in my lawn. 

c. Your dog escaped from your house in fact; she dug a hole in my lawn. 

d. Your dog escaped from your house, in fact she dug; a hole in my lawn. 

      25. Read the sentence below.        [RI.1.B] 

I couldn’t differentiate between Jaime and his brother because they were identical twins. 

 Use your knowledge of base words and the context of the sentence to determine the meaning of the 
underlined word. 

a. decide 

b. choose 

c. make it difficult 

d. tell the difference 
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      26. Read the sentence. Then, answer the question that follows.    [W.3.A.c] 

My sister and I laughed like hyenas at the clown balancing on a ball. 

   Which noun in the sentence does the underlined participial phrase modify? 

a. sister 

b. I 

c. hyenas 

d. clown 

      27. Read the sentence. Then, answer the question that follows.    [W.3.A.c] 

Marilyn enjoys playing soccer, reading science fiction, and to swim. 

   How should this sentence be revised to use parallel structure? 

a. Change Marilyn to Marilyn and James. 

b. Change playing to to play. 

c. Change reading to to read. 

d. Change to swim to swimming. 

      28. Based on context clues, what is the meaning of the underlined word?   [RI.1.B] 

Having eaten a three-course meal with his family, Jerome felt completely satiated. 

a. tired 

b. miserable 

c. satisfied 

d. nervous 

      29. What is the meaning of the underlined phrase in the sentence?    [RI.1.B] 

Although the other team was beating us badly and we could have admitted defeat, we refused to cry uncle and we 

played until the bitter end. 

a. give up 

b. feel sad 

c. ask for help 

d. be embarrassed 
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SLPS ENGLISH 2 FINAL EXAM 2020 
Please answer each question by typing or writing the letter choice you have selected on the line 

provided. Completed exams should be submitted electronically to your teacher in the virtual classroom 

space or delivered to your school (if you have elected to complete the exam on paper). Please contact 

your English teacher with questions related to the exam contents, due dates, and submission. Before 

beginning your Final Exam, please review the Academic Integrity Statement at the end of the 

assessment. 

INFORMATIONAL TEXT 

Science Article 

Read the passage. Then, answer the question(s). 

(1) A modern dentist would certainly enjoy having a hadrosaur as a client. (2) What a lot of business it would bring! (3) 

Though an adult human being has only 32 teeth, this duck-billed dinosaur of the Late Cretaceous Period had about 

2,000 teeth, with 500 along each side of each jaw. (4) Unlike human beings, who grow two sets of teeth in their 
lifetimes, the hadrosaurs, like sharks and modern reptiles, had built-in replacement teeth. (5) In skeletal remains of the 
jaws of these toothy beasts, scientists have found entire banks of replacement teeth. (6) These stand-ins rested in a 

bed of cartilage, ready to substitute for teeth that became worn down or broke off—like having a built-in dentist! (7) 

That is a good thing because microwear studies of hadrosaur teeth have revealed tiny cracks and chips, leading 
some scientists to believe that the dinosaurs ate tough plants that damaged teeth. 

 1. The following question has two parts. Answer Part A first, and then Part B.  [RI.2.B] 

       Part A Which choice best describes the author’s purpose in this passage? 

a. to persuade readers to like hadrosaurs instead of fearing them 

b. to share information about hadrosaurs in an entertaining way 

c. to describe the lifecycle of hadrosaurs 

d. to explain why hadrosaurs had damaged teeth 

       Part B Which excerpt from the passage most clearly illustrates the answer to Part A?  

a. Though an adult human being has only 32 teeth, this duck-billed dinosaur of the Late 

Cretaceous Period had about 2,000 teeth, with 500 along each side of each jaw. 
(sentence 3) 

b. Unlike human beings, who grow two sets of teeth in their lifetimes, the hadrosaurs, like 

sharks and modern reptiles, had built-in replacement teeth. (sentence 4) 
c. In skeletal remains of the jaws of these toothy beasts, scientists have found entire banks 

of replacement teeth. (sentence 5) 

d. These stand-ins rested in a bed of cartilage, ready to substitute for teeth that became 
worn down or broke off—like having a built-in dentist! (sentence 6) 

 

      2. Which statement best expresses the central idea of this passage?   [RI.1.D] 

a. Hadrosaurs—duck-billed dinosaurs—did not need dentists because they had replacement 

teeth. 

b. Like sharks and modern reptiles, some dinosaurs had very sharp teeth. 

c. Like sharks and modern reptiles, hadrosaurs had banks of replacement teeth. 

d. Unlike the prehistoric hadrosaurs, modern adult humans have only 32 teeth. 
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      3. Which excerpt from the passage is the best evidence for the claim that   [RI.2.D] 

        “[a] modern dentist would certainly enjoy having a hadrosaur as a client”? 
 

a. … [A]n adult human being has only 32 teeth…. (sentence 3) 

b. … [T]his duck-billed dinosaur … had about 2,000 teeth…. (sentence 3) 

c. … [H]uman beings … grow two sets of teeth in their lifetimes…. (sentence 4) 

d. These stand-ins rested in a bed of cartilage…. (sentence 6) 

      4. How does sentence 5 develop the author’s ideas in the passage?    [RI.2.A] 

a. It compares hadrosaurs to creatures that modern readers will recognize. 

b. It discusses how the replacement teeth of the hadrosaur worked. 

c. It explains how scientists know about the hadrosaurs’ teeth. 

d. It describes the conditions of the Late Cretaceous Period. 

      5. Which choice best defines microwear as it is used in the passage?   [RI.2.C] 

a. bone scan done with microwaves 

b. microscopic damage to teeth or stone  

c. microanalysis of plant growth 

d. evidence of an animal’s diet found in fossilized teeth 

LITERARY TEXT 

from “The Sentimentalist,” James Elroy Flecker 

Read this stanza from “The Sentimentalist” by James Elroy Flecker. Then, answer the question(s). 

 
There lies a photograph of you 

Deep in a box of broken things. 

This was the face I loved and knew 

Five years ago, when life had wings…. 
 

      6. What tone does the speaker most clearly express with details such as   [RL.1.B] 

                           “a box of broken things” and “the face I loved”?  

a. joy and delight 

b. anger and resentment 

c. spite and envy 

d. sorrow and regret 

      7. What does the figurative language in the final four words of the stanza suggest  [RL.1.B] 

                          most clearly about “Five years ago”? 

a. The speaker worked as a pilot then. 

b. The speaker was a happier person then. 

c. The speaker had a more hectic life then. 

d. The speaker was a more creative person then. 
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INFORMATIONAL TEXT 

from “Mark Twain’s First Appearance,” Mark Twain 

Read this passage from “Mark Twain’s First Appearance,” a speech by Mark Twain. Then, answer the question(s). 

(1) My heart goes out in sympathy to anyone who is making his first appearance before an audience of human 
beings. By a direct process of memory I go back forty years, less one month—for I’m older than I look. 

(2) I recall the occasion of my first appearance. San Francisco knew me then only as a reporter, and I was to 
make my bow to San Francisco as a lecturer. I knew that nothing short of compulsion would get me to the theater. So 
I bound myself by a hard-and-fast contract so that I could not escape. I got to the theater forty-five minutes before the 

hour set for the lecture. My knees were shaking so that I didn’t know whether I could stand up. If there is an awful, 
horrible malady in the world, it is stage fright—and seasickness. They are a pair. I had stage fright then for the first 
and last time. I was only seasick once, too. It was on a little ship on which there were two hundred other passengers. 

I—was—sick. I was so sick that there wasn’t any left for those other two hundred passengers. 

 8. The following question has two parts. Answer Part A first, and then Part B.    [RI.2.C] 

       Part A Which answer choice best describes the tone of this passage?  

a. bitterly funny and dark 

b. humorous and self-mocking 

c. surprised and nostalgic 

d. disgusted and angry  

       Part B Which sentence from the passage most clearly captures the tone identified in Part A? 

a. I had stage fright then for the first and last time. 

b. I recall the occasion of my first appearance. 

c. I was so sick that there wasn’t any left for those other two hundred passengers.  

d. It was on a little ship on which there were two hundred other passengers. 

 9. The following question has two parts. Answer Part A first, and then Part B.   [RI.1.B] 

       Part A Which answer choice is the best definition of compulsion, as it appears in this sentence from                 

                          the passage? 

I knew that nothing short of compulsion would get me to the theater. 

a. speedy mode of transportation 

b. state of being forced to do something 

c. restraint; state of being held back 

d. feeling of unease or anxiety 

       Part B Which detail from the passage most clearly helps to verify the definition from Part A? 

a. In paragraph 2, Twain states, “It was on a little ship on which there were two hundred 
other passengers.” 

b. In the previous sentence in paragraph 2, Twain states, “San Francisco knew me then only 

as a reporter….” 
c. In the next sentence in paragraph 2, Twain states, “So I bound myself by a hard-and-fast 

contract so that I could not escape.”  
d. In paragraph 2, Twain states, “If there is an awful, horrible malady in the world, it is stage 

fright—and seasickness.” 
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      10. What function does the anecdote at the end of the passage most clearly serve?  [RI.2.B] 

a. It helps make the point that some life experiences are painful but only temporary. 

b. It offers advice about how to cope when people around you are suffering. 

c. It gives a second and more specific instance of the power of stage fright. 

d. It provides information about why stage fright is a common problem. 

     11. Using details in the passage, choose the inference that most likely can be made  [RI.1.A] 

                          about the author.
 

 

a. He never became comfortable speaking in public. 

b. He would go on to write many famous novels, including Huckleberry Finn. 

c. Instead of being proud, he views his weaknesses with humor. 

d. Though he spent a lot of time working on riverboats, he often became seasick. 

     12. Which statement best expresses the central idea of this passage?   [RI.1.D] 

a. It is very difficult to speak in public for the first time. 

b. It is very difficult to speak in public, especially on a boat. 

c. It is embarrassing to be seasick in front of a large group of people. 

d. It is embarrassing to be late, especially when the occasion is important. 

LITERARY TEXT 

Folk Tale 

Read this Chinese folk tale. Then, answer the question(s). 

(1) [A Buddhist nun] left her nunnery near Wei-hai city and set out on a long journey for the purpose of collecting 
subscriptions for casting a new image of the Buddha.… The first passer-by who took any notice of her was an 

amiable maniac. His dress was made of colored shreds and patches, and his general appearance was wild and 
uncouth. “Whither away, nun?” he asked. She explained that she was collecting subscriptions for the casting of a 
great image of Buddha.… “Throughout my life,” remarked the madman, “I was ever a generous giver.” So, taking the 

nun’s subscription-book, he headed a page with his own name… and the amount subscribed. The amount in 
question was two cash, equivalent to a small fraction of a farthing. He then handed over the two small coins and went 
on his way. 

(2) In course of time the nun returned from Wei-hai-wei with her subscriptions, and the work of casting the image 
was duly begun. When the time had come for the process of smelting, it was observed that the copper remained hard 
and intractable.… The head workman [said,] “An offering of great value must be missing.” … The nun, who was 

standing by, immediately produced the madman’s money, which on account of its minute value she had not taken the 
trouble to hand over. “There is one cash,” she said, “and there is another. Certainly the offering of these must have 

been an act of the highest merit, and the giver must be a holy man who will some day attain Buddhahood.” As she 

said this she threw the two cash into the midst of the cauldron. Great bubbles rose and burst, the metal melted and 
ran like the sap from a tree, limpid as flowing water, and in a few moments the work was accomplished and the new 

Buddha successfully cast. 

     13. Which phrase best defines the term cast as it is used at the end of paragraph 2?  [RL.1.B] 

                           Use context clues as a guide. 

a. throw metal into an oven to melt it 

b. sculpt an image using chisels and hammers 

c. boil metal in a cauldron to cause bubbles to form 

d. shape metal by melting it and pouring it into a mold 
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 14. The following question has two parts. Answer Part A first, and then Part B.   [RL.1.D] 

       Part A Which statement best expresses a theme of the folk tale? 

a. Holy journeys may be met by difficult obstacles. 

b. The spirit behind a gift means more than the gift’s size. 

c. The poor are often ignored by the mighty. 

d. Miracles may occur anytime and anywhere. 

       Part B Which of the following excerpts from the passage best supports the answer to Part A? 

a. The first passer-by who took any notice of her was an amiable maniac. (paragraph 1) 

b. When the time had come for the process of smelting, it was observed that the copper 

remained hard and intractable…. (paragraph 2) 

c. “Certainly the offering of these must have been an act of the highest merit.…” (paragraph 2) 

d. Great bubbles rose and burst, the metal melted and ran like the sap from a tree.… (paragraph 

2) 

     15. What is the main effect of describing the man whom the nun meets as “an amiable [RL.1.B] 

                          maniac” and as “wild and uncouth”?
 

 

a. It evokes pity for his difficult situation. 

b. It helps explain why the nun is afraid of him. 

c. It contrasts him with the nun and her noble task. 

d. It creates surprise when his true identity is revealed. 
 

LITERARY TEXT 

from “His New Mittens,” Stephen Crane 

Read this passage from “His New Mittens,” a story by Stephen Crane. Then, answer the question(s). 
 

(1) … Horace went desperately forward, opened the door, and entered the shop. His head hung low. Stickney 

stopped whistling. “Hello, young man,” he cried, “what brings you here?” 
(2) Horace halted, but said nothing. He swung one foot to and fro over the saw-dust floor. 
(3) Stickney had placed his two fat hands palms downward and wide apart on the table, in the attitude of a 

butcher facing a customer, but now he straightened. 
(4) “Here,” he said, “what’s wrong? What’s wrong, kid?” 
(5) “Nothin’,” answered Horace, huskily. He labored for a moment with something in his throat, and afterwards 

added, “O’ny—I’ve—I’ve I’ve run away, and—“ 
(6) “Run away!” shouted Stickney. “Run away from what? Who?” 
(7) “From—home,” answered Horace. “I don’t like it there any more. I—“ He had arranged an oration to win the 

sympathy of the butcher; he had prepared a table setting forth the merits of his case in the most logical fashion, but it 

was as if the wind had been knocked out of his mind. “I’ve run away. I—“ 
(8) Stickney reached an enormous hand over the array of beef, and firmly grappled the emigrant. Then he 

swung himself to Horace’s side. His face was stretched with laughter, and he playfully shook his prisoner. “Come—

come—come. What dashed nonsense is this? Run away, hey? Run away?” Whereupon the child’s long-tried spirit 

found vent in howls. 
(9) “Come, come,” said Stickney, busily. “Never mind now, never mind. You just come along with me. It’ll be all 

right. I’ll fix it. Never you mind.” 
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     16. What does the dialogue suggest is most likely true about Stickney?   [RL.2.D] 

                          Choose three that apply. 

a. He knows Horace. 

b. He is a kind-hearted person. 

c. He has a very bad temper. 

d. He feels sorry for Horace. 

e. He dislikes children. 

 17. The following question has two parts. Answer Part A first, and then Part B. 

       Part A The word attitude has several meanings. What is the meaning of attitude  [RL.1.B] 

                          as it is used in paragraph 3? 

a. overall temperament or outlook 

b. point of view on a topic 

c. unpleasant in character 

d. posture of the body 

       Part B Which detail from the passage best supports the answer to Part A? 

a. Stickney stopped whistling. (paragraph 1) 

b. “Hello, young man,” he cried, “what brings you here?” (paragraph 1) 

c. Stickney had placed his two fat hands palms downward.… (paragraph 3) 

d. “Here,” he said, “what’s wrong? What’s wrong, kid?” (paragraph 4) 

 

LITERARY TEXT 

Short Story 

Read this introduction to a story. Then, answer the question(s). 

(1) Before I tell you what happened to me—what I think happened, anyway—let me tell you a few things about myself. 
(2) First of all, I’m a practical, realistic sort of person. (3) I don’t enjoy role-play games. (4) I don’t read or watch fantasy 
or science fiction. (5) I don’t get them. (6) I have no imagination. (7) I believe in what I see in front of me and nothing 
else. (8) Second of all, I’m perfectly ordinary. (9) Nobody ever gives me a second look. (10) I disappear into the crowd. 
(11) Last but not least, nothing rattles me. (12) I don’t scare easily. (13) I’ve been that way all my life. (14) So if nothing 
scares me, what made my hair, which was black, turn pure white overnight? (15) If I’m so ordinary, why do the CIA and 
the National Aeronautics and Space Administration want to talk to me? (16) Well, the answer is simple. (17) I’ve had an 

experience no other person has ever had. 

     18. How does the author’s choice to use first-person narration add to the effect of  [RL.2.A] 

                          this passage?  

a. It makes it seem as if the narrator is talking directly to readers. 

b. It creates a feeling of distance between the narrator and readers. 

c. It provides an objective, trustworthy description of someone else’s actions. 

d. It allows readers to understand the impact of the narrator’s situation on others. 
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      19. Which sentence from the passage gives the most likely explanation for the attention [RL.1.A] 

                           that the narrator is getting? 

a. First of all, I’m a practical, realistic sort of person. (sentence 2) 

b. I believe in what I see in front of me and nothing else. (sentence 7) 

c. Second of all, I’m perfectly ordinary. (sentence 8) 

d. I’ve had an experience no other person has ever had. (sentence 17) 

     20. Which sentence from the passage is an example of hyperbole?     [RL.1.B] 

a. I don’t enjoy role-play games. (sentence 3) 

b. I don’t read or watch fantasy or science fiction. (sentence 4) 

c. Nobody ever gives me a second look. (sentence 9) 

d. Well, the answer is simple. (sentence 16) 

     21. How does the author most clearly create a sense of tension in this passage?  [RL.2.A] 

a. by describing a series of fast-paced actions 

b. by withholding details about what happened 

c. by helping readers visualize a strange event 

d. by focusing on plot rather than on character 

INFORMATIONAL TEXT 

Historic Speech 

Read this passage from “Pearl Harbor Address to the Nation,” a speech by President Franklin D. Roosevelt. Then, 

answer the question(s). 

(1) Yesterday, December 7, 1941—a date which will live in infamy—the United States of America was suddenly 
and deliberately attacked by naval and air forces of the Empire of Japan. 

(2) The United States was at peace with that nation, and, at the solicitation of Japan, was still in conversation 

with its government and its emperor looking toward the maintenance of peace in the Pacific. 

(3) Indeed, one hour after Japanese air squadrons had commenced bombing in the American island of Oahu, 
the Japanese ambassador to the United States and his colleague delivered to our Secretary of State a formal reply to 

a recent American message. And, while this reply stated that it seemed useless to continue the existing diplomatic 
negotiations, it contained no threat or hint of war or of armed attack. 

(4) It will be recorded that the distance of Hawaii from Japan makes it obvious that the attack was deliberately 

planned many days or even weeks ago. During the intervening time the Japanese government has deliberately 
sought to deceive the United States by false statements and expressions of hope for continued peace. 

(5) The attack yesterday on the Hawaiian Islands has caused severe damage to American naval and military 

forces. I regret to tell you that very many American lives have been lost. In addition, American ships have been 
reported torpedoed on the high seas between San Francisco and Honolulu. 
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(6) Yesterday the Japanese government also launched an attack against Malaya. 

(7) Last night Japanese forces attacked Hong Kong. 

(8) Last night Japanese forces attacked Guam. 

(9) Last night Japanese forces attacked the Philippine Islands. 

(10) Last night the Japanese attacked Wake Island. 

(11) And this morning the Japanese attacked Midway Island. 

(12) Japan has therefore undertaken a surprise offensive extending throughout the Pacific area. The facts of 

yesterday and today speak for themselves…. 

     22. What is the most likely reason Roosevelt lists the attacks on Hong Kong, Guam,  [RI.3.B] 

                          the Philippines, Wake Island, and Midway Island? 

a. to support the claim that Japan has launched a Pacific offensive 

b. to persuade Americans that the Japanese air force is powerful 

c. to provide evidence that Japan has a large number of enemies 

d. to inform Americans that negotiations with Japan have ended 
 
     23. Most Americans heard this speech on the radio. Which of the following public  [SL.2.A] 

                          speaking elements would have been least important for Roosevelt’s listeners? 

a. gesture 

b. tone  

c. inflection 

d. enunciation 
 
     24. Which set of words from the passage has the most negative connotation?   [RI.1.B] 

a. solicitation, formal, diplomatic 

b. peace, commenced, hope 

c. suddenly, useless, regret 

d. infamy, attack, deceive 
 

INFORMATIONAL TEXT 

Persuasive Essay 

Read this passage about compulsory voting in the United States. Then, answer the question(s). 

(1) The United States should make it mandatory for all eligible voters to vote in national elections. (2) Compulsory 
voting is not a new idea: More than 20 nations already require eligible voters to vote. (3) For example, Australia has 
had compulsory voting since 1924. (4) Voter turnout in Australia is therefore very high—on average, more than 90 

percent. (5) In contrast, voter turnout in the United States is low. (6) In the past few national elections, turnout has 
ranged from a little more than 60 percent to a little more than 50 percent. (7) With such low voting rates, we need 
compulsory voting to ensure that our leaders are elected by a majority of all Americans, not just those who bother to 

vote. (8) Statistics show that the neediest, most vulnerable members of our society—the poor, the uneducated, and 
the young—vote in smaller numbers than other Americans do. (9) A democracy is a country ruled by the people. (10) A 

plutocracy is a country ruled by the wealthy few. (11) If we do not include all voters, in no time at all we will be a 
plutocracy, and ordinary people will lose their rights. 
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     25. Which sentence from the passage states the claim that the author attempts to defend? [RI.2.D] 

a. The United States should make it mandatory for all eligible voters to vote in national elections. 
(sentence 1) 

b. Compulsory voting is not a new idea: More than 20 nations already require eligible voters to 
vote. (sentence 2) 

c. Statistics show that the poor, the uneducated, and the young vote in smaller numbers than 

other Americans do. (sentence 8) 
d. If we do not include all voters, in no time at all we will be a plutocracy, and ordinary people will 

lose their rights. (sentence 11) 

     26. What type of persuasive appeal is represented by the phrase “the neediest, most  [RI.2.D] 

                          vulnerable members of our society” in sentence 8? 

a. appeal to reason 

b. appeal to authority 

c. appeal to logic 

d. appeal to emotion  

STANDARDS AND SKILLS QUESTIONS (WITHOUT TEXT SELECTIONS) 

Identify the choice that best answers the question. 

      27. Which answer choice most accurately describes literary elements commonly found [RL.2.B] 

                          in Magical Realist fiction? 

a. Setting: a remote kingdom; Characters: a troubled king, a heroic young man, a princess; Plot 
Elements: a quest and a happy marriage 

b. Setting: a castle falling into ruin; Characters: an evil or mad figure; Plot Elements: threatening 

or violent events 
c. Setting: a modern city; Characters: a detective; Plot Elements: an unsolved crime and a 

surprise twist 

d. Setting: an ordinary house in a city or town; Characters: regular people; Plot Elements: 
dreamlike, fantastic, or supernatural events 

      28. Which of these words most likely includes a Latin root meaning “to roll” or “to turn”? [RI.1.B] 

a. appeasement 

b. cardiology 

c. revolving 

d. benefits 
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     29. Read the following sentence.        [W.3.A.c] 

In English class, we studied Latin American writers, literary influences, and how particular effects are 
produced by combining realism and fantasy. 

   Which revision uses parallel structure most effectively? 

a. In English class, we studied Latin American writers, literary influences, and how realism and 
fantasy produce particular effects. 

b. In English class, we studied Latin American writers, literary influences, and the particular 

effects produced by combining realism and fantasy. 
c. In English class, we studied Latin American writers, literary influences, and producing 

particular effects by combining realism and fantasy. 

d. In English class, we studied Latin American writers, literary influences, and what particular 
effects are produced by combining realism and fantasy. 

     30. Which of the following is an independent clause?      [W.3.A.c] 

a. my elderly neighbor is taking driving lessons 

b. the driving school, which is on Willow Avenue 

c. the woman, who has never before driven a car 

d. because she no longer likes public transportation 

     31. Which of the following is a complex sentence?      [W.3.A.c] 

a. The main character is a private detective, and he has his own detective agency. 

b. The main character is a private detective, although he has his own detective agency. 

c. The main character is a private detective and has his own detective agency. 

d. The main character, a private detective, has his own detective agency. 

     32. Read this sentence and the dictionary definition that follows.    [RI.1.B] 

College officials disliked the cavalier attitude of college students who wore flip-flops to their 
graduation ceremony. 

cavalier (kav uh LEER) 1. noun a soldier who fights from horseback; 2. noun (cap.) a supporter of 

the monarchy in the English Civil War; 3. adjective casual or informal; 4. verb to act in a conceited, 
snobbish manner 

   Which definition best matches the meaning of cavalier as it is used in the sentence? 

a. definition 1 

b. definition 2 

c. definition 3 

d. definition 4 
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     33. Study this line graph.         [RI.2.A] 
 

   According to this line graph, the world’s population doubled in the 40 years between 1960 and 2000.  

Which prediction about the next 40 years—from 2000 to 2040—is justified by the presentation in the 
line graph? 

a. The world’s population will double again. 

b. The world’s population will decline sharply. 

c. The world’s population will begin to decline. 

d. The world’s population will grow but more slowly. 

 

     34. Which sentences contain prepositional phrases? Choose all that apply.   [W.3.A.c] 

a. The detective, Max Mixim, works for several clients. 

b. He helps people who are experiencing problems. 

c. Mixim often works with Bernard, a large bloodhound. 

d. You see, Mixim does not like working alone. 

e. Bernard is a canine couch potato but also a great helper. 

f. Bernard was rescued from a crowded animal shelter. 

g. Many dogs and cats have called the shelter home. 
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     35. Which word correctly completes the following sentence?     [W.3.A.c] 

The       of the film, who has funded other films, is well known in Hollywood. 

a. productive 

b. production 

c. producing 

d. producer 

     36. Read this entry from an online thesaurus and the sentence that follows.   [RI.1.B] 

whisper v. speak in a soft, low voice. Synonyms: murmur, mutter, mumble, rustle. Usage notes: 

Mutter and mumble have negative connotations; murmur has positive connotations. Rustle is used 

when something makes a sound other than speech that resembles a whisper, as when the wind 

blows through leaves. 

I saw Elena smile and       something to her baby, but I could not tell what she was saying. 

   Using information in the thesaurus entry, choose the word that best completes the sentence. 

a. rustle 

b. mutter 

c. murmur 

d. mumble 
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SLPS ENGLISH 3 FINAL EXAM 2020 
Please answer each question by typing or writing the letter choice you have selected on the line 

provided. Completed exams should be submitted electronically to your teacher in the virtual 

classroom space or delivered to your school (if you have elected to complete the exam on paper). 
Please contact your English teacher with questions related to the exam contents, due dates, and 

submission. Before beginning your Final Exam, please review the Academic Integrity 

Statement at the end of the assessment. 

LITERARY TEXT 

“The River-Merchant’s Wife: A Letter,” Ezra Pound 

Read the following poem, “The River-Merchant’s Wife: A Letter,” by Ezra Pound. In this poem, the speaker is a 
young woman in eighth-century China writing to her husband. 

While my hair was still cut straight across my forehead 

I played about the front gate, pulling flowers. 
You came by on bamboo stilts, playing horse; 
You walked about my seat, playing with blue plums. 

5     And we went on living in the village of Chokan: 
Two small people, without dislike or suspicion. 

At fourteen I married My Lord you. 

I never laughed, being bashful. 
Lowering my head, I looked at the wall. 

10   Called to, a thousand times, I never looked back. 

At fifteen I stopped scowling, 
I desired my dust to be mingled with yours 

Forever and forever, and forever. 
Why should I climb the look-out? 

15    At sixteen you departed,  

You went into far Ku-to-Yen, by the river of swirling eddies,  
And you have been gone five months. 
The monkeys make sorrowful noise overhead. 

 
You dragged your feet when you went out. 

20 By the gate now, the moss is grown, the different mosses,  

Too deep to clear them away! 
The leaves fall early this autumn, in wind. 

The paired butterflies are already yellow with August 

Over the grass in the west garden— 
25 They hurt me. 

I grow older. 

If you are coming down through the narrows of the river, 
Please let me know beforehand, 

And I will come out to meet you, 
30 As far as Cho-fu-Sa. 

  —from the Chinese of Li Po   
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1. The following question has two parts. Answer Part A first, and then Part B.  [RL.1.A] 

       Part A Which of the following is stated explicitly in the poem? 

a. In the first year of her marriage, the wife was shy. 

b. The young husband was a member of the nobility; his wife held a lower status. 

c. The wife did not want to be married at such a young age. 

d. The couple’s feelings for one another were strained by distance. 

       Part B Which detail from the poem best supports the answer to Part A? 

a. You came by on bamboo stilts 

b. I never laughed, being bashful   

c. without dislike or suspicion  

d. I desired my dust to be mingled with yours 

 2. The following question has two parts. Answer Part A first, and then Part B.  [RL.2.A] 

       Part A Of what poetic structure is this poem most clearly an example? 

a. catalogue 

b. free verse 

c. sonnet 

d. epic 

        Part B Which answer choice best states why this poem is an example of the poetic structure    

   identified in Part A?  

a. It consists of quatrains and a concluding couplet. 

b. It tells a long story about heroic characters. 

c. It features lists and repetition. 

d. It has varying line lengths and no regular pattern of meter or rhyme. 

 3. The following question has two parts. Answer Part A first, and then Part B.  [RL.1.A] 

       Part A Based on the details in the poem, which of the following statements best describes the  

   husband? 

a. He was afraid to leave his wife. 

b. He was excited about traveling afar. 

c. He disliked his job as a merchant. 

d. He was sad to leave his wife. 

       Part B Which language from the poem best supports the answer to Part A?  

a. At sixteen you departed 

b. And you have been gone five months 

c. The monkeys make sorrowful noise overhead. 

d. You dragged your feet when you went out. 
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INFORMATIONAL TEXT 

Patrick Henry Speech 

Soon after the American Revolution began in Massachusetts, members of the Virginia Convention debated whether 
Virginia should join the fighting. Read this excerpt from Patrick Henry’s famous speech in that debate. Then answer 

the question(s). 

 (1) I have but one lamp by which my feet are guided; and that is the lamp of experience. I know of no way of 
judging of the future but by the past. And judging by the past, I wish to know what there has been in the conduct of 

the British ministry for the last ten years to justify those hopes with which gentlemen have been pleased to solace 
themselves and the House? Is it that insidious smile with which our petition has been lately received? Trust it not, 
sir; it will prove a snare to your feet. Suffer not yourselves to be betrayed with a kiss. Ask yourselves how this 

gracious reception of our petition comports with these warlike preparations which cover our waters and darken our 
land. Are fleets and armies necessary to a work of love and reconciliation? Have we shown ourselves so unwilling 
to be reconciled, that force must be called in to win back our love? Let us not deceive ourselves, sir. These are the 

implements of subjugation; the last arguments to which kings resort. . . . 

(2) They tell us, sir, that we are weak; unable to cope with so formidable an adversary. But when shall we be 

stronger? Will it be the next week, or the next year? Will it be when we are totally disarmed, and when a British 
guard shall be stationed in every house? Shall we gather strength by irresolution and inaction? Shall we acquire the 
means of effectual resistance, by lying supinely on our backs, and hugging the delusive phantom of hope, until our 

enemies shall have bound us hand and foot? Sir, we are not weak, if we make a proper use of those means which 
the God of nature hath placed in our power. . . . 

(3) Let us not, I beseech you, sir, deceive ourselves longer. Sir, we have done everything that could be done to 

avert the storm which is now coming on. We have petitioned; we have remonstrated; we have supplicated; we have 
prostrated ourselves before the tyrannical hands of the ministry and parliament. Our petitions have been slighted; 
our remonstrances have produced additional violence and insult; our supplications have been disregarded; and we 

have been spurned, with contempt from the foot of the throne. 

 4. The following question has two parts. Answer Part A first, and then Part B.               [RI.2.D] 

       Part A Which claim about British rule do the ideas in this passage most clearly develop? 

a. The British government is likely to declare war on the colonies in the near future. 

b. The British government has stated that it will accept nothing less than subjugation. 

c. The British government has proven itself untrustworthy because of its past actions. 

d. The British government has armies that are more powerful than the colonial armies. 

       Part B Which sentence from the passage best supports the answer to Part A? 

a. And judging by the past, I wish to know what there has been in the conduct of the 

British ministry for the last ten years to justify those hopes with which gentlemen have 
been pleased to solace themselves and the House? 

b. Is it that insidious smile with which our petition has been lately received? 

c. Ask yourselves how this gracious reception of our petition comports with these warlike 
preparations which cover our waters and darken our land. 

d. Have we shown ourselves so unwilling to be reconciled, that force must be called in to 
win back our love? 
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      5. Read the sentence from Patrick Henry’s speech.                  [RI.1.B] 

“I have but one lamp by which my feet are guided; and that is the lamp of experience.” 

  What does this figurative language say about Henry’s views? 

a. Henry believes people should take comfort in past experiences. 

b. Henry believes it is necessary to shine a light on all possible paths. 

c. Henry believes past experience can be used as a guide to the future. 

d. Henry believes one should follow a path of lightness instead of darkness. 

 6. The following question has two parts. Answer Part A first, and then Part B.               [RI.1.B] 

       Part A Given its context within Patrick Henry’s speech, what is the meaning of the word insidious in  

   this sentence? 

Is it that insidious smile with which our petition has been lately received? 

a. authentic, without guile or secrecy 

b. strong, having a cumulative effect 

c. treacherous, awaiting a chance to entrap 

d. smug, highly self-satisfied 

       Part B Which sentence from the passage best supports the answer to Part A? 

a. I know of no way of judging of the future but by the past. 

b. Trust it not, sir; it will prove a snare to your feet. 

c. Are fleets and armies necessary to a work of love and reconciliation? 

d. These are the implements of subjugation.… 

      7. Which technique does Henry mainly use in the second paragraph to structure              [RI.2.A] 

   his argument in order to make it clear, convincing, and engaging? 

a. He uses a metaphor to convey a particular meaning. 

b. He uses rhetorical questions to emphasize his main point. 

c. He introduces a paradox to highlight the complexity of the topic. 

d. He uses an extended analogy to drive his point home. 

      8. Which synonym is closest in meaning to the word beseech as it is used in the              [RI.1.B] 

   beginning of the third paragraph?  

a. petition: to make a formal written request 

b. remonstrate: to plead in protest or in opposition to 

c. supplicate: to ask with humility and earnestness 

d. prostrate: to place oneself in a humble and submissive posture 
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INFORMATIONAL TEXT 

Public Document 

Read the public document, and then answer the question(s) that follow. 

HOW TO BECOME A CANDIDATE IN AN ANYTOWN TOWN ELECTION 

Step 1. Review the Qualifications for Office 

To be eligible for most Anytown town offices, you must  

• be 18 years or older and  

• reside within the town limits.  

Before you apply to be a candidate, check the full requirements at the town website to make sure you meet them 
all. 

Step 2. Submit Appropriate Forms to Become a Candidate 

You may become a candidate either by  

• gathering the required number of signatures on a nominating petition, or  

• filing to register as a write-in candidate. 

Complete and submit all forms required by the filing deadline. Approved forms and information about filing 

deadlines can be found on the town website. 

Step 3. Comply with Campaign Rules 

Observe the campaign rules. 

• Candidates for office are required to declare contributions to their campaigns as well as payments made 
on behalf of their campaigns. 

• There are limits on the amounts and kinds of contributions candidates may accept. 

• Campaign literature must be clearly identified and correctly attributed to the campaign sponsoring it. 

For detailed guidance about the rules for campaigning, visit the town website. 

      9. Which statement best describes the purpose of the headings in the public document?         [RI.2.A] 

a. to organize information in a way that will help citizens determine what they need to do 
to run for town office 

b. to organize information in a way that will help students understand the basic structure 
of town government 

c. to organize information in a way that will help readers distinguish the most important 

information 

d. to organize information in a way that will help voters understand the election process 
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INFORMATIONAL TEXT 

from The Federalist Papers 

The Federalist Papers is a series of articles and essays written by Alexander Hamilton, James Madison, and John 
Jay in support of the United States Constitution, which had just been written. In the work, the authors discuss basic 

principles for constructing a good government and how they are applied in the Constitution. In this excerpt, the 
separation of powers among the three branches of government is discussed. Read this excerpt, and then answer 
the question(s). 

 

(1) To what expedient, then, shall we finally resort, for maintaining in practice the necessary partition of power 

among the several departments, as laid down in the Constitution? . . . 

(2)  In order to lay a due foundation for that separate and distinct exercise of the different powers of 
government . . . it is evident that each department should have a will of its own; and consequently should be so 

constituted that the members of each should have as little agency as possible in the appointment of the members of 
the others. Were this principle rigorously adhered to, it would require that all the appointments for the supreme 

executive, legislative, and judiciary magistracies should be drawn from the same fountain of authority, the people, 

through channels having no communication whatever with one another. Perhaps such a plan of constructing the 
several departments would be less difficult in practice than it may in contemplation appear. Some difficulties, 
however, and some additional expense would attend the execution of it. Some deviations, therefore, from the 

principle must be admitted. In the constitution of the judiciary department in particular, it might be inexpedient to 
insist rigorously on the principle: first, because peculiar qualifications being essential in the members, the primary 
consideration ought to be to select that mode of choice which best secures these qualifications; secondly, because 

the permanent tenure by which the appointments are held in that department, must soon destroy all sense of 
dependence on the authority conferring them. 

      10. Which word best describes the overall tone of the passage?                 [RI.2.B] 

a. passionate 

b. deliberate 

c. argumentative 

d. unconcerned 

 11. The following question has two parts. Answer Part A first, and then Part B.   

       Part A Which of these assumptions most clearly provides a foundation for the              [RI.1.A] 

   position the author expresses in the passage? 

a. The principles that apply to building government change over time. 

b. The president and the legislature should be directly elected by the people. 

c. Separating the branches of government is necessary to prevent abuse of power. 

d. The citizens with the most education should determine the leaders of government. 
 

       Part B Which excerpt from the passage best supports the answer to Part A?              [RI.2.B] 

a. To what expedient, then, shall we finally resort.… 

b. [I]t is evident that each department should have a will of its own.… 

c. [A]ll the appointments … should be drawn from the same fountain of authority, the 

people.… 

d. Some deviations, therefore, from the principle must be admitted. 
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      12. What is one reason the author believes that appointments to the judicial branch  [RI.2.B] 

   should be treated differently from those in the legislative and executive branches?  [RI.2.D] 

a. Judicial appointments should not be dependent on the will of the people. 

b. Voters are unlikely to be familiar with candidates for judicial appointments. 

c. Judicial appointments are less consequential than legislative and executive 

appointments. 

d. The qualifications needed for judicial appointments differ from those of the other 
branches. 

      13. How does the author’s choice of the phrase “fountain of authority” help support              [RI.2.B] 

   his purpose? 

a. It shows that the author believes democracy is wild and uncontrollable. 

b. It shows that the author believes government is elegant and beautiful. 

c. It shows that the author has great respect for the democratic process. 

d. It shows that the author understands the importance of a strong federal government. 

      14. Which answer choice best identifies a potential concern and counterclaim that the              [RI.2.D] 

   writer anticipates and addresses?  

a. Concern: If the people do not directly elect all members of government, then they will lose 

their voice in government. 

Answer: As long as the government is divided into three separate branches, then it will still 

be a democracy.  

b. Concern: If the people do not directly elect all members of government, then they will lose 

their voice in government. 

Answer: If the people vote for some members of government, then they will influence the 

selection of others.  

c. Concern: Judges appointed by the executive or the legislature might favor the branch that 

appointed them, violating the separation of powers. 

Answer: The people vote for the executive and the legislature, so they will indirectly choose 

judges.  

d. Concern: Judges appointed by the executive or the legislature might favor the branch that 

appointed them, violating the separation of powers. 

Answer: Judges will be appointed for life, so they will worry less about losing their office 

and so will be more independent.  

 

      15. If this text were to be written today, which word would most likely replace the word          [W.3.A.c] 

   “peculiar,” underlined in paragraph 2?  

a. demanding 

b. special 

c. common 

d. odd 
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LITERARY TEXT 

from “The Minister’s Black Veil,” Nathaniel Hawthorne 

In this passage from “The Minister’s Black Veil” by Nathaniel Hawthorne, the Reverend Mr. Hooper is conversing 
with his fiancée, Elizabeth. Hooper wears a black veil, which may symbolize sin, guilt, or other dark secrets. Read 
the passage. Then, answer the question(s) about it. 

But in an instant, as it were, a new feeling took the place of sorrow: her eyes were fixed insensibly on the black veil, 

when, like a sudden twilight in the air, its terrors fell around her. She arose, and stood trembling before him. . . . 

“Have patience with me, Elizabeth!” cried he, passionately. “Do not desert me, though this veil must be between us 
here on earth. Be mine, and hereafter there shall be no veil over my face, no darkness between our souls! It is but a 

mortal veil—it is not for eternity! O! you know not how lonely I am, and how frightened, to be alone behind my black 
veil. Do not leave me in this miserable obscurity forever!” 

“Lift the veil but once, and look me in the face,” said she. 

“Never! It cannot be!” replied Mr. Hooper. 

“Then farewell!” said Elizabeth. 

She withdrew her arm from his grasp, and slowly departed, pausing at the door, to give one long shuddering gaze, 
that seemed almost to penetrate the mystery of the black veil. But even amid his grief, Mr. Hooper smiled to think 
that only a material emblem had separated him from happiness, though the horrors, which it shadowed forth, must 

be drawn darkly between the fondest of lovers. 

 

      16. What is ironic about Mr. Hooper’s behavior or situation?                 [RL.2.B] 

a. His veil is a “mortal” veil, but he says he will not wear it in the afterlife. 

b. His veil, a symbol of darkness, causes a real darkness between Elizabeth and him. 

c. He is impatient with Elizabeth, but asks her to be patient with him. 

d. He dearly loves Elizabeth, but he does not mind when she does not return his love. 
 

 

      17. Based on the passage, which of the following statements is a theme of              [RL.1.D] 

   Hawthorne’s story? 

a. We can never understand the reasons behind social conventions. 

b. To understand is to forgive. 

c. People often fear what they do not understand. 

d. Love is blind. 
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INFORMATIONAL TEXT 

from Walden, Henry David Thoreau 

Read this passage from Walden by Henry David Thoreau. Then, answer the question(s). 

However mean your life is, meet it and live it; do not shun it and call it hard names. It is not so bad as you are. It 
looks poorest when you are richest. The fault-finder will find faults even in paradise. Love your life, poor as it is. You 

may perhaps have some pleasant, thrilling, glorious hours, even in a poorhouse. The setting sun is reflected from 
the windows of the almshouse* as brightly as from the rich man’s abode; the snow melts before its door as early in 
the spring. I do not see but a quiet mind may live as contentedly there, and have as cheering thoughts, as in a 

palace. 

*almshouse: home for people too poor to support themselves 

      18. Which statement best summarizes Thoreau’s central idea in this passage?  [RI.1.D] 

a. Accept your life and live it fully. 

b. Some people will complain about anything. 

c. Poor people are happier than rich people. 

d. The greatest pleasures in life come from nature. 

      19. If this passage were edited using language and meanings in common usage today,          [W.3.A.c] 

   which word would mean most likely be replaced with? 

a. cruel 

b. average 

c. lowly 

d. timid 

LITERARY TEXT 

from “Go Down, Moses” 

Read these stanzas from the spiritual “Go Down, Moses.” Then, answer the question(s). 

When Israel was in Egypt land 
Let my people go 

Oppressed so hard they could not stand 
Let my people go. 

Go down, Moses, 

Way down in Egypt land 

Tell old Pharaoh 
“Let my people go.” 

      20. To the enslaved people who first sang this spiritual, what was one main purpose                 [RL.2.C] 

   of the biblical allusion to Moses and the Jewish captivity in Egypt? 

a. to express their belief in Heaven 

b. to show their African roots 

c. to lament their own enslavement 

d. to convert listeners to Christianity 



SLPS ENGLISH 3 FINAL EXAM 2020 

10 
 

LITERARY TEXT 

from “The Notorious Jumping Frog of Calaveras County,” Mark Twain 

In this passage from Mark Twain’s “The Notorious Jumping Frog of Calaveras County,” Simon Wheeler is speaking 
to the narrator. Read the passage. Then, answer the question(s). 

“ . . . well, there was a feller here once by the name of Jim Smiley, in the winter of ’49—or maybe it was the spring 

of ’50—I don’t recollect exactly, somehow, though what makes me think it was one or the other is because I 
remember the big flume warn’t finished when he first come to the camp; but anyway, he was the curiousest man 
about always betting on anything that turned up. . . . If he ever see a straddle bug start to go anywheres, he would 

bet you how long it would take him to get to—to wherever he was going to, and if you took him up, he would foller 
that straddle bug to Mexico but what he would find out where he was bound for and how long he was on the road.” 

      21. Based on the details Simon Wheeler provides in this passage, which phrase             [RL.2.D] 

   best describes the character of Jim Smiley? 

a. devious and dishonest 

b. dull and indecisive 

c. self-destructive and tragic 

d. obsessive and comical 

      22. Which type of figurative language most clearly adds to the humor in this passage?           [RL.2.C] 

a. a metaphor that compares Smiley’s lack of focus to a straddle bug 

b. a simile that likens Smiley’s fondness for betting to a straddle bug  

c. hyperbole used to describe Smiley’s fondness for betting 

d. understatement used to describe Smiley’s fondness for betting 

INFORMATIONAL TEXT 

from Life on the Mississippi, Mark Twain 

Read this excerpt from Mark Twain’s Life on the Mississippi, and answer the question that follows. 

By and by one of our boys went away. He was not heard of for a long time. At last he turned up as apprentice 
engineer or “striker” on a steamboat. This thing shook the bottom out of all my Sunday-school teachings. That boy 
had been notoriously worldly, and I just the reverse; yet he was exalted to this eminence, and I left in obscurity and 

misery. 

      23. Which best explains Twain's use of hyperbole in this excerpt?    [RI.1.B] 

a. To create a sense of mystery, Twain does not say much about where the other boy went. 

b. To gain sympathy from readers, Twain exaggerates how much better off the apprentice 

engineer was than he. 

c. To convey his envy with humor, Twain overstates the differences between himself and the 
apprentice engineer.  

d. To give readers insight into the period, Twain exaggerates how important it was to him to 

become a steamboat pilot. 
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INFORMATIONAL TEXT 

from Journal of the Adventures of a Party of California Gold-Seekers, Margaret Frink 

Read the passage from Journal of the Adventures of a Party of California Gold-Seekers by Margaret Frink, and 
answer the question that follows. 

Thursday, April 11. To-day we crossed the Mississippi River at Hannibal, Missouri, and traveled four miles west of 

the city. We got the privilege of stopping at a private farmhouse, it being then dark, where they consented to furnish 

us with supper and breakfast. After we had entered the house, the gentleman inquired of us what state we were 

from, to which we replied, “From Indiana.” 

      24. Which statement best explains why the word today was spelled with a hyphen in this       [W.3.A.c] 

   nineteenth-century text but is now spelled without a hyphen? 

a. The word is spoken more rapidly today than it was in the past, so the hyphen is no longer 

needed. 

b. The hyphen reflects the fact that the word was once two words but is now accepted as a 

single word. 

c. At the time the text was written, the word was used as a different part of speech. 

d. Modern writers are free to establish their own spellings, and they often choose to omit the 

hyphen. 

 

Standards and Skills Questions (Without Text Selections) 

Identify the choice that best answers the question. 

      25. Read the following sentence. Using the context, choose the best definition for the word [RI.1.B] 

   coronate—a technical word from politics. 

George Washington was so popular that some wanted to coronate him, but he thought that it would 

defeat the purpose of the revolution if he became another monarch. 

a. idolize 

b. worship 

c. deify 

d. crown 

      26. How is the meaning of the Latin prefix di-/dis- reflected in the word disinherit?   [RI.1.B] 

a. Di-/dis- means “divide by two”; to disinherit is to divide an inheritance between two people. 

b. Di-/dis- means “multiply by two”; to disinherit is to double the amount of an inheritance. 

c. Di-/dis- means “give, add”; to disinherit is to give an inheritance.  

d. Di-/dis- means “remove, take away”; to disinherit is to take away an inheritance. 
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      27. Determine the meaning of reconnaissance from the context of the following sentence. [RI.1.B] 

The commander was uncertain where the enemy troops were located, so he sent a squad out at 

night on a reconnaissance mission. 

a. engaging in combat 

b. offering peace 

c. seeking information 

d. luring into a trap 

      28. Which of these sentences contains a subordinate clause?              [W.3.A.c] 

a. During his first years in England, T. S. Eliot showed his poems to his fellow American 

expatriate Ezra Pound. 

b. Eliot was delighted when Pound offered to serve as his editor, collaborator, and promoter. 

c. After seeing Eliot’s early poems, Pound understood the proportions of Eliot’s talent. 

d. Under Pound’s influence, Eliot wrote some of the most important poems of the twentieth 

century. 

      29. Read the dictionary definition, and then answer the question.    [RI.1.B] 

heresy n. 1. an opinion or idea that is in opposition to the teachings of a church. 2. an opinion or 

idea condemned by a church. 3. an opinion or idea that deviates from commonly accepted beliefs 
or practices. 

   Based on the dictionary definition, what is another way to write the sentence below? 

Dr. Feinstein’s medical ideas would have been considered heresy ten years ago. 

a. Dr. Feinstein’s religious ideas would not have been accepted ten years ago. 

b. Dr. Feinstein’s medical ideas would not have been accepted ten years ago. 

c. Dr. Feinstein’s ideas would have been considered groundbreaking ten years ago. 

d. Dr. Feinstein’s ideas would have been considered a form of religion ten years ago. 
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SLPS ENGLISH 4 FINAL EXAM 2020 
Please answer each question by typing or writing the letter choice you have selected on 
the line provided. Completed exams should be submitted electronically to your teacher in 

the virtual classroom space or delivered to your school (if you have elected to complete the 
exam on paper). Please contact your English teacher with questions related to the exam 
contents, due dates, and submission. Before beginning your Final Exam, please review 

the Academic Integrity Statement at the end of the assessment. 

 

INFORMATIONAL TEXT 

Summary 

Read this summary of “The Pardoner’s Tale” from Chaucer’s The Canterbury Tales. Then, answer the question(s). 

Three young men are drinking in a tavern when they learn that Death, killing thousands in the present plague, has 
claimed the life of an old friend. The three vow to live for one another and to work together to kill Death. After an old 
man tells them that they can find Death under a tree in a grove, the three go there, only to find a pile of gold florins 

under the tree. Fearing they might be accused of stealing the gold, they decide to bring it into town at night. They 
draw lots to see who will go into town to bring back food and drink for their vigil. When the youngest wins the 

drawing and goes off to town, the other two plot to kill him to get his share of the treasure. Meanwhile, he decides to 
poison the drink he is bringing back in order to kill the other two and claim all the treasure for himself. When he 
arrives back, the other two do kill him, but they also drink the poisoned drinks and perish. Thus, all three do indeed 

find Death under the tree, just as the old man had predicted. 

 

      1. What are two ways that “The Pardoner’s Tale” is filled with irony?               [RL.2.B] 

a. The story contains a moral message. 

b. Words have unexpected dual meanings. 

c. Death is personified in the story by an old man. 

d. The author pokes fun at human weakness. 

e. The reader knows things that at least one character does not. 

 

      2. Which archetypal pattern does “The Pardoner’s Tale” most clearly explore?             [RL.2.A] 

a. star-crossed lovers 

b. the pain of exile 

c. a heroic quest against all odds 

d. punishment for evil deeds 
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LITERARY TEXT 

from Julius Caesar, Act II, Scene i, William Shakespeare 

In this passage from Julius Caesar, Act II, Scene i, by William Shakespeare, Brutus contemplates murdering the 

Roman leader Julius Caesar. The people are calling out to make Caesar a king, and Brutus fears this possibility. 
Read the passage. Then, answer the question(s). 
Brutus. Get me a taper in my study, Lucius. 

When it is lighted, come and call me here.  
Lucius. I will, my lord. 

Exit 
Brutus.  It must be by his death; and for my part, 
5 I know no personal cause to spurn at him, 

But for the general. He would be crowned: 
How that might change his nature, there’s the question. 

It is the bright day that brings forth the adder, 
And that craves wary walking. Crown him?—that, 

10 And then, I grant, we put a sting in him, 

That at his will he may do danger with. 
Th’abuse of greatness is, when it disjoins 
Remorse from power: and, to speak truth of Caesar, 

I have not known when his affections swayed 
15 More than his reason. But ’tis a common proof, 

That lowliness is young ambition’s ladder, 

Whereto the climber upward turns his face; 
But when he once attains the upmost round, 
He then unto the ladder turns his back, 

20 Looks in the clouds, scorning the base degrees 
By which he did ascend. So Caesar may. 
Then, lest he may, prevent. And, since the quarrel 

Will bear no color for the thing he is, 
Fashion it thus: That what he is, augmented, 

25 Would run to these and these extremities; 

And therefore think him as a serpent’s egg 
Which, hatched, would, as his kind, grow mischievous, 

And kill him in the shell. 

      3. Which statement applies to the structure, or form, of this passage?              [RL.2.A] 

a. After the exit of Lucius, Brutus’s speech is a soliloquy. 

b. After the exit of Lucius, Brutus’s speech is an aside. 
c. Brutus speaks in prose throughout the speech. 
d. It is a scene of comic relief. 

      4. What point is Brutus most clearly making in lines 12–15?                [RL.1.A] 

a. Leaders are abused when power is taken from them, but Caesar has escaped this fate 
because of people’s affections for him. 

b. Leaders abuse power when they wield it without feeling the need for mercy, and 
Caesar has never been guided by feelings. 

c. Leaders abuse power when they force others to feel guilt, and Caesar has often 
attempted to manipulate others’ feelings. 

d. Leaders are abused when they are unable to exercise mercy, but Caesar has insisted 

on following his reason in this matter. 
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      5. Which answer choice most accurately summarizes the point Brutus is making             [RL.1.A] 

   in lines 15–28? 

a. Caesar should be killed because of what he may very well become if he attains more 
power. 

b. Caesar should be killed because of what he has shown himself to be after attaining 

power. 

c. Caesar should be killed because he is like a dangerous serpent that might strike at any 

moment. 

d. Caesar should be killed the moment he reveals himself to be ambitiously climbing 
upward. 

      6. Based on the context in which it appears, what can you conclude the word              [RL.2.C] 

   augmented, in line 24, most likely means? 

a. increased; added to 

b. checked; prevented from acting 

c. left alone; unsupervised 

d. changed; transformed 

      7. Based on the details of this speech, what can you most reasonably infer is              [RL.2.D] 

         Brutus’s tragic flaw? 

a. He is too ambitious. 

b. He is too hesitant to act. 

c. He is too headstrong and thoughtless. 

d. He is too easily caught up in fears of what might be. 

 

INFORMATIONAL TEXT 

from “Meditation 17,” John Donne 

Read this passage from Donne’s “Meditation 17.” Then, answer the question(s). 

No man is an island, entire of itself; every man is a piece of the continent, a part of the main. If a clod be washed 
away by the sea, Europe is the less, as well as if a promontory were, as well as if a manor of thy friend’s or of thine 

own were. Any man’s death diminishes me because I am involved in mankind, and therefore never send to know for 
whom the bell* tolls; it tolls for thee. 

*bell: here, the death knell, or church bell that tolls for a death 

 

      8. Which sentence best states the belief Donne expresses in this passage?              [RL.1.D] 

a. It is wrong to live in isolation, like a hermit. 

b. Rich or poor, highborn or low, we are all still human beings. 

c. Human beings are all interconnected. 

d. No one should fear death, for death is a part of life. 
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      9. What comparison does Donne use to make his main point?               [RI.1.B] 

a. He compares islands to continents. 

b. He compares Britain to continental Europe. 

c. He compares human beings to bodies of land. 

d. He compares the ringing of church bells to the stages of a person’s life. 

      10. Based on the context in which it appears, what can you conclude the word clod             [RI.1.B] 

   means in the passage? 

a. fool 

b. country bumpkin 

c. bit of beef 

d. clump of earth 

 

LITERARY TEXT 

from “To the Virgins, to Make Much of Time,” Robert Herrick 

Read these lines from “To the Virgins, to Make Much of Time” by Robert Herrick. Then, answer the question(s). 

Gather ye rosebuds while ye may, 

Old time is still a-flying; 

And this same flower that smiles today 

Tomorrow will be dying. 

5 The glorious lamp of heaven, the sun, 

The higher he’s a-getting, 

The sooner will his race be run, 

And nearer he’s to setting. 

 

      11. Which line or lines from the excerpt most directly express the theme of              [RL.1.D] 

   carpe diem, or “seize the day” and live for the moment? 

a. Gather ye rosebuds while ye may.… (line 1) 

b. Old time is still a-flying.… (line 2) 

c. And this same flower that smiles today / Tomorrow will be dying. (lines 3 and 4) 

d. The higher he’s a-getting, / The sooner will his race be run.… (lines 6 and 7) 

 

      12. Which word from the excerpt helps create a fast-moving rhythm to support the             [RL.1.D] 

   theme of “seize the day”? 

a. rosebuds 

b. smiles 

c. a-getting 

d. sooner 
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      13. Which emotions are most clearly suggested by the images in lines 2–4?              [RL.1.B] 

a. outrage and defiance 

b. wonder and amazement 

c. urgency and regret 

d. peacefulness and acceptance 

INFORMATIONAL TEXT 

Explanatory Essay 

Read this passage about playing the trumpet. Then, answer the question(s). 

Learning to play the trumpet may appear rather simple. After all, there are only three keys and a mouthpiece, right? 
However, many musicians will attest to the challenge of learning how to play the trumpet well. Playing the trumpet 

musically comes from developing what is called the embouchure (ahm-boo-shoor). This is how the player’s mouth 

muscles make contact with the mouthpiece and inevitably produce pleasing sounds—not noise, but beautiful tones. 
Remember that there are only three keys on the trumpet, so they must be pressed in multiple combinations to 
change pitch. Together with the musician’s lip muscles, the keys help determine pitch and quality of sound. 

Some teachers insist beginning students learn the best technique by first starting with “buzzing.” A vibrating sound 
is made by forcing air out of the lips while they are tightly pursed. It’s not as easy as it may sound. It should be 
practiced first without the horn. Try doing this while changing pitches up and down the scale, or “sing-buzzing” 

different tunes. From this simple beginning, a student then progresses to buzzing into the mouthpiece. After 
success with this drill, students learn to change pitches, and with much practice will develop a decent tone when 
they play their trumpet. Practice is key to playing the trumpet well, despite its seeming simplicity. 

 14. The following question has two parts. Answer Part A first, and then Part B.              [RL.2.A] 

       Part A Which text structure is most evident in the second paragraph? 

a. cause and effect 

b. order of importance 

c. chronological 

d. problem and solution 

       Part B Which phrase from the passage best illustrates the structure identified in Part A? 

a. After all, there are only three keys (paragraph 1) 

b. forcing air out of the lips (paragraph 2) 

c. not as easy as it may sound (paragraph 2) 

d. a student then progresses to (paragraph 2) 
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 15. The following question has two parts. Answer Part A first, and then Part B.                           [RI.1.A] 

        Part A Which details from the text most clearly support the author’s point that the trumpet is a  

   difficult instrument to master? Choose two options. 

a. Together with the musician’s lip muscles, the keys help determine pitch and quality of 

sound. 
b. However, many musicians will attest to the challenge of learning how to play the trumpet 

well. 

c. After success with this drill, students learn to change pitches, and with much practice will 
develop a decent tone when they play their trumpet. 

d. Learning to play the trumpet may appear rather simple. 

        Part B How could the author best provide additional support for the idea that playing the trumpet is  

   not as easy as it sounds? 

a. by comparing the number of keys on a trumpet with the number of keys on other popular 

instruments 
b. by vividly describing the sound and sensation when buzzing into a mouthpiece 

c. by explaining how tired mouth muscles become after buzzing for thirty minutes 
d. by defining and detailing the differences between brass and wind instruments 

INFORMATIONAL TEXT 

Public Documents 

Read the following schedule and transit information and answer the question(s). 

General Rail Transit Information 

Questions, Suggestions or Complaints? 
Call 653.861.6400 

Monday–Friday from 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

Transit Fares 

Full fare                                         $2.25 
Student fare (age 14 to 22)           $1.25 
Children under 5 years old           FREE 
Limit 3 children when accompanied by adult 
Senior/Person with Disabilities      75 cents 

Transfers                                      25 cents 

Available when paying fare 
Good for only two connecting trains 

Not valid for return trip 

Suffolk County Transit Service: 

Observed Holidays 

No service New Year’s Day, Memorial Day, Independence Day, Labor Day, Thanksgiving Day, Christmas Day, 
Martin Luther King, Jr., Day, President’s Day, Veterans Day 

Ticket Purchases and Other Policies: 

• Arrive earlier than scheduled departure time. 

• Have your exact fare ready. 

• Passengers must deposit their own fare. 

• Tell the driver your destination when you board. 

• Eating, drinking, and playing of radios are not allowed. 

[RI.2.A] 

      16. Which sections are most relevant when  

                           determining how to purchase a ticket when                      

                           taking a trip without changing trains?
 

 

a. “Ticket Purchases and Other 
Policies” and “Transit Fares” 

b. “Transit Fares” and “Transfers” 

c. “General Rail Transit Information” 
and “Suffolk County Transit Service: 

Observed Holidays” 

d. “Transfers” and “General Rail Transit 
Information” 
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INFORMATIONAL TEXT  

From The Canadian Rockies, A. P. Coleman 

In the following excerpt from The Canadian Rockies, A. P. Coleman discusses glaciers in the Rockies. Read the 

passage. Then, answer the question(s). 

From the physical geographer’s point of view, every feature of the Alps has its counterpart somewhere in the 
Rockies; folds and faults and tilted strata are carved into an infinitude of shapes, including risky peaks and aiguilles 
[needle-shaped rocks]; snow and ice are present in every form, smooth and easy or torn with blue crevasses and 

splintered into daring seracs [pointed pieces of glacier]. There is every variety of stream at work, clear or muddy, 
gentle or furious, including much larger rivers in much longer valleys than any in the Alps. Small lakes are far more 
numerous and beautiful. 

 17. The following question has two parts. Answer Part A first, and then Part B.   [RI.1.B] 

       Part A Which option most clearly demonstrates a pattern of word changes that could include  

                          infinitude? 

a. endlessness, boundlessness, perpetuity 

b. finite, infinite, infinity 

c. fix, fixate, fixity 

d. limited, restrained, restricted 

       Part B What is the most likely meaning of the word infinitude in the passage? 

a. grandeur 

b. limitlessness 

c. contradiction 

d. similarity 

INFORMATIONAL TEXT 

Reference Materials 

Read the following excerpt from a usage dictionary and answer the question(s). 

they 1. used as a third-person pronoun, a plural for he, she, or it, referring to a group of individuals. 2. often used 

with a third-person singular antecedent: Nobody can find where they should sit. 

Usage note: English lacks a third-person singular pronoun to refer to indefinite pronouns such as anyone, 

someone, nobody. Though it is plural, today speakers and writers often use they where they think it sounds best. 

 

      18. Which sentence features a usage of they that, according to the information from the         [W.3.A.c] 

                          dictionary, is most likely to be or to have been contested? 

a. No one has to participate in extracurricular sports if they don’t want to. 

b. They all knew what had to be done in order to achieve an A in the class. 

c. I wish they understood what I was trying to say about the invitations. 

d. All the teachers announced the schedule they would be using in the fall. 
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INFORMATIONAL TEXT 

Historic Speech 

Read the following excerpts from President Ronald Reagan’s speech at the Brandenburg Gate in West Berlin in 

1987 and answer the question(s). 

Excerpt 1. As I looked out a moment ago from the Reichstag, that embodiment of German unity, I noticed words 

crudely spray-painted upon the wall, perhaps by a young Berliner: “This wall will fall. Beliefs become reality.” Yes, 

across Europe, this wall will fall. For it cannot withstand faith; it cannot withstand truth. The wall cannot withstand 
freedom. 

Excerpt 2. Freedom leads to prosperity. Freedom replaces the ancient hatreds among the nations with comity and 

peace. Freedom is the victor. 

Excerpt 3. We welcome change and openness; for we believe that freedom and security go together, that the 

advance of human liberty can only strengthen the cause of world peace. 

Excerpt 4. There is one sign that Soviets can make that would be unmistakable, that would advance dramatically 

the cause of freedom and peace. 

Excerpt 5. General Secretary Gorbachev, if you seek peace, if you seek prosperity for the Soviet Union and 

Eastern Europe, if you seek liberalization: Come here to this gate! Mr. Gorbachev, open this gate! Mr. Gorbachev, 

tear down this wall! 

 

 19. The following question has two parts. Answer Part A first, and then Part B.               [RI.2.B] 

       Part A What stylistic device is most noticeably used in these excerpts from Reagan’s speech? 

a. amplification 

b. compression 

c. allusions 

d. irony 

       Part B Which two lines from the speech best support the answer to Part A? 

a. As I looked out … from the Reichstag, that embodiment of German unity, I noticed 
words…. (excerpt 1) 

b. [The wall] cannot withstand faith; it cannot withstand truth. (excerpt 1) 

c. There is one sign that Soviets can make that would be unmistakable…. (excerpt 4) 

d. Come here to this gate! Mr. Gorbachev, open this gate! (excerpt 5) 
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INFORMATIONAL TEXT 

Article 

Read this passage about the transcontinental railroad. Then, answer the question(s). 

The idea of building a transcontinental railroad had its beginning in the 1830s, when steam locomotives were in 

limited use in the United States. The idea that the railroad would span the country from east to west was very 
exciting at the time. However, members of Congress could not come to any agreement about the best route for the 
railroad. Congressmen from the North were in favor of a northern route, and those from the South wanted a 

southern route. This came as no surprise, given the fact that towns along the route would prosper from the resulting 
commerce. The arguments continued for several decades, until the passage of the Pacific Railway Act in 1862, 
which authorized construction of the railway line along a northern route. 

      20. Which answer choices best describe the passage? Choose three options.   [RI.2.B] 

a. It is a primary source of information about the transcontinental railroad. 

b. It is a secondary source of information about the transcontinental railroad. 

c. It is a subjective account and reveals the author’s bias, or personal feelings, about the 
transcontinental railroad. 

d. It is an objective account, reporting facts but not expressing an opinion about the 
transcontinental railroad. 

e. Its organization can be described as chronological. 

 

INFORMATIONAL TEXT 

Article 

 Read the paragraph. Then, answer the question(s). 

Are you looking for a dog that is large and athletic? Do you like the appearance of a pretty feathered coat? Are you 

drawn to cheerful dogs who love to wag their tails? A golden retriever might be just the dog for you. This wonderful 
breed has a steady temper, is peaceful with other animals, and is friendly with everyone. The golden retriever likes 
nothing more than pleasing the humans with whom it is involved. Very responsive to obedience training, this dog 

has a sweet and gentle nature. All the owner needs to do to keep this dog happy is provide food, daily exercise, and 
affection. 

 

      21. Which sentence most accurately states the paragraph’s central idea?   [RI.1.D] 

a. Golden retrievers need exercise every day. 

b. Golden retrievers are friendly and affectionate. 

c. Golden retrievers have many desirable qualities. 

d. Golden retrievers like to wag their tails. 
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Standards and Skills Questions (Without Text Selections) 

Identify the choice that best answers the question. 

      22. Read the following sentence.                       [W.3.A.c] 

The white of the swelling, churning billows lifted up above the blue-green of the ocean water. 

   If this sentence were to be revised for contemporary usage and style, which change would most  

   likely be made? 

a. change “churning” to “moving” 

b. add a comma after “churning” 

c. change “billows” to “waves” 

d. change “ocean” to “main” 
 

      23. Read the dictionary entry for the word magnanimous.     [RI.1.B] 

magnanimous, adj. 1. easily forgiving someone for an insult or injury; unresentful. 2. noble; 

virtuous. 3. based on integrity of character. Synonyms: unselfish, forgiving, charitable, 

considerate, selfless, kindly 

   Which synonym best fits the meaning of magnanimous in the following sentence? 

Jason was very magnanimous toward his neighbor, considering the hurtful remark hurled at him. 

a. unselfish 

b. selfless 

c. forgiving 

d. charitable 
 

      24. Read the following sentence and dictionary definition.     [RI.1.B] 

My grandmother had trouble whenever she tried to navigate the stairs, so we found her another 
place to live. 

navigate (NAV-i-gayt) v. 1. to move in water, air, or land in an aircraft or ship; 2. to determine a 

position or control the direction of a ship or aircraft; 3. computers: to move around a website, 
program, or document; 4. to find one’s way 

   Which definition best fits the meaning of navigate as it appears in the sentence? 

a. definition 1 

b. definition 2 

c. definition 3 

d. definition 4 
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      25. Select the two sentences in which the underlined word has a negative connotation.           [RL.1.B] 

a. Allen’s hilarious joke caused us all to burst into uproarious laughter. 

b. We were tired of quiet nights at home, so Janice and I searched for a bustling place to 
eat out. 

c. Our waiter was concerned that other patrons would object to our raucous behavior. 

d. We were all exhausted after the lively New Year’s Eve party. 

e. The security guard asked the unruly person to leave the theater. 

 
 

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY STATEMENT 

By signing or typing my name below, I certify that this assessment was completed independently, without 

the use of outside help (including, but not limited to: web searches, peer assistance, adult help, and 

copying). 
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