Course Syllabus

 Street Law and Contemporary Issues 

Teacher Contact Information:
Teacher Name: Mr. Steve Beermann
Classroom Number: 316
Email Address: steve.beermann@slps.org
		      ***Email is the preferred method of contact***

Course Description:
The Street Law course provides students with a foundational understanding of the legal system, focusing on practical knowledge for real-life situations. Students will explore topics such as criminal and civil law, the Constitution, and individual rights through interactive activities like mock trials. This course encourages critical thinking and equips students with the tools to navigate legal challenges and make informed decisions as engaged citizens.

The Contemporary Issues course invites students to critically examine and discuss pressing social, political, and economic issues. Through debates, research projects, and collaborative discussions, students will explore topics like climate change, social justice, and global conflicts. This course fosters analytical thinking and prepares students to understand and engage with the world as informed and active citizens.

Student Materials:
2-Pocket folder
Notebook/paper & Writing utensil
Laptop & charger

Classroom Expectations:
1.Be on time and ready to learn with your laptop and classroom supplies
2.Be an active listener in the classroom.
3.Show respect towards everyone in our classroom.

Classroom Management Plan:
It is my goal that all of my students are in class and learning. I always strive for my classroom to be a positive learning environment. To that end my priority is for you to be in my class as much as possible.  I will try to exhaust all of my options to make sure that we work together to solve any behavior issues that arise throughout the year. 

Type III infractions as outlined in the 24/25 SLPS Student Code of Conduct will be dealt with according to the following protocols:
1. 1st redirect/Verbal warning
2. 2nd redirect/ Conversation with student
3. Phone call and email to parent

If behavior persists and is unresolved the following steps may be used:
4. Referral to Deans
5. Parent - Teacher Meeting
6. Restorative Intervention / Conference
7. Referral to Counselor
8. Alternative Setting for Self-Reflection
9. Removal of Privileges

Assignments:
· Summative 60%
· Tests
· Projects/Presentations
· Essays
· Formative 40%
· Do Now/Exit Slips
· Quizzes
· Homework
· Class Assignments

Course Outline: (Subject to change)
	Sem 1-Week
	Street Law-Topics

	Week 1-2
	Class Introduction and Ice Breakers

	Week 3-4
	Unit 1 Intro to Law Part 1 Developments in Law in Society

	Week 5-6
	Unit 1 Intro to Law Part 2 Criminal Law

	Week 7-9
	Unit 2 The Law in Practice Part 1 Criminal Trial Process

	Week 10-12
	Unit 2 The Law in Practice Part 2 Tort (Civil Law)

	Week 13-14
	Unit 3 The Rights of Juveniles Part 1 Juveniles and the Law

	Week 15-16
	Unit 3 The Rights of Juveniles Part 2 Civil Rights

	Sem 2-Week
	Contemporary Issues Topics

	Week 1
	Revisiting Expectations and Intro to Contemporary Issues

	Week2-5
	Unit 1: Media Bias and Demographics

	Week 6-9
	Unit 2: Conflict

	Week 10-13
	Unit 3: Economics

	Week14- 17
	Unit 4: Government



