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Culture Day '24.
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Melanie Rivera and Ashly Rivas-Ramirez show of 
their Quinceañera dresses.
Photo by Colette Morton. 



Shukria Erkin wears the 
traditional clothing of 
Afghanistan.

Photo by Colette Morton.



Left: Kevin 
Brown hypes of 
the crowd at 
Culture Day as 
Haley Robinson 
looks on.
Bottom: Rony 
Soto Flores and 
Robinson were 
the Master of 
Ceremonies.

Photos by Logan Allgood.  



Zulaikha Faizi also 
wears the 
traditional 
clothing of 
Afghanistan.

Photo by Colette Morton.



Istar Ali, Anab Abdile, Minny 
Mohamed, and Ferus Tesfe 
wear traditional African 
clothing.

Photo by Colette Morton.



Left:  Dahira 
Ferus dances 
on stage. 
Bottom Left: 
ShirLeen Khalid 
dances an 
Iranian dance. 
Bottom Right: 
Juvara Desir 
dances in a 
group with 
Ferus.

Photos by Logan Allgood.



Shakha 
Gomden 
performs a 
traditional 
Nepali 
dance.
Photo by Logan Allgood.



Naome Davis
Photo by Logan Allgood.

Photo by Logan Allgood.
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Photo by Colette Morton.



Hodan Yusuf, Farhan Hussein,  Raxi Ali and Faheem 
Middlebrooks pose for the camera. 

Photo
 by Colette M

orto
n.



Congo
Annonciate Kagarama 
& Sept Dusabimana.

Photo by Logan Allgood.



Henry 
Morales

Photo by Logan Allgood.



Alondra 
Martinez 
holds the 
flag of 
Mexico. 

Photo by Conner Luster.



Danely Guardian Sanchez, Andrea Esquivel Palacios, Keiri Esquivel, and 

Ashley Geron Aguilar. 
Photo by Logan Allgood
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wlLeft: Xavier 
Wesley, 
Caleb 
Wafford, 
Curtis 
Sweat, 
Chanel 
Mitchell, 
and Jasmine  
Balven 
study for the 
Bowl.

Photos provided 
by JROTC.
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The JROTC Leadership & Academic Bowl ( JLAB) is a prestigious national 
competition designed specifically for JROTC students. Participating cadets 
showcase their knowledge and leadership abilities by competing in multiple rounds 
against other JLAB teams.Above (top row): Chanel Mitchell, Xavier Wesley, 
Jasmine Balven. (bottom row): Curtis Sweat, Caleb Wafford pose for a group photo.



MOCK
EOC
PHIL BOVA HELPS MARISOL 
VAZQUEZ WITHHER 
COMPUTER FOR THE 
MOCK EOC. 



Animals can spark empathy in people, 
and there are many reasons why: 
Attachment
Pets can be considered "attachment figures" that provide comfort and 
security, which can help people learn to regulate their emotions and 
form healthy relationships. 
Context
People may be more likely to empathize with animals than humans 
when the context doesn't involve competition. 
Interaction
Spending time with animals, especially as a child, can help people 
develop a connection with them and a foundation for empathy. 
Evolution
Humans and animals may have grown close due to evolutionary 
factors. 
Brain circuits
The same brain circuits that are responsible for empathy in humans 
are also shared with animals. For example, the left anterior cingulate 
cortical (ACC) region of the prefrontal cortex is where emotional 
"mirror neurons" are located. 
Behavior
Many species exhibit behaviors that are similar to humans, such as 
grieving, playing, and forming friendships. 
Comfort
Animals like service dogs and comfort dogs can help people who are 
struggling emotionally, such as veterans, children, and adults with 
mental health distress.

Grace Arriaga 
and Bumblebee.

VET ROOM



Estiver Fuentes 
holds Hamtaro 
who is usually 
unfriendly.

Photo by Colette Morton.

VET  
ROOM



SENIOR
PHOTOS

Top: Eliana Kasumovic, Ranya  Jabbar, Emani Gerdine 
dress for picture day.

Right:  Jazmin Miller, Janieya Ricks, and Daona 
Birchfield.

Photos by Colette Morton;.

The first yearbook was 
created at Yale in 1806. 
Silhouettes were used 
instead of photos. 

Early yearbooks were more  
like scrapbooks.

 



 WEST 
LEADS 
THE 
WAY.

Photo by Colette Morton.



Into the Wild 
Students in AP Language are reading Into the Wild. They went outside to experience our 
great outdoors. Top Left: Jael Blockton draws on her field guide worksheet. Top right: 
Deyon Hamilton, Ashly  Rivas-Ramirez, and Shukria Erikin also work on their field guide. 
Bottom left Ayanna Galarza and Brianna Tolliver work together. Bottom right: Brianna 
Tolliver enjoys being outside.
                                         Photos by Colette Morton.



District
Champions!
Gateway 

All photos by Logan Allgood. 



Le�t: 
Terrance 
Mitchell 

and Lamar 
McCurry 

celebrate a 
tackle for 

loss.

Photos by 
Logan Allgood.

Congratulations!



prepares for the snap.
Marquis Sutherlin 



Anthony 
Rayner runs 
back an 
interception 
for a 
touchdown.



STUDENT 
INVOLVEMENT

Demond Jennings helps Lawrence Harmon sell snacks during a football 
game.

Photo by Logan Allgood..



Top:  Lamar 
McCurry 

gets set on 
defense. 
Bottom: 

Angelo 
Nunez 

prepares to 
kick the 

extra point.

Photos by Logan 
Allgood.



Wrestling
 The girls team 
won the meet over 
Thanksgiving 
break.  Above: 
Jayla Ransom, 
Isabella Tovar, 
Sam Waltman, 
and Armoni 
Robinson. Left: 
Rashod Baldwin.

Photos by LaTasha Jones.



Camille Chambers, Za'Naiya Robinson, Eliha 
N'Guessan, Lin Chillers, Alexis Sarau, Naome 
Davis, Delniya Battles, Armonii  Walker, Dr. 
June Berry, Brooklynn Williams, Aniya 
McCreight, Kirasten Banks, Krista Sanders, 
Atalia Young, X, Ranya Jabbar, Lela Franklin, 
Jayda Zapp, and Emani Gerdine.

Story and photo by Sharon Ingram.

Jaguettes Bring Cheer

Holidays are not just about 
celebration; they’re about giving 
back,  building connections, and 
being involved in the community.
An example of this is seeing our 
Jagettes and cheerleaders come 
together, demonstrating teamwork 
and togetherness.
We are also thankful for our 
supportive principal Dr. Berry and 
incredible leaders in our community, 
like Dr. Mack, who share her wisdom 
and inspire our youth to strive for 
excellence every day.



Submissions!

Did you take an 
awesome photo you 
would like to see in 
the newsletter? Send 
your submissions to 
Colette Morton at

colette.morton@slps.org

Is there an event that 
is coming up that you 
would like to see in 

the newsletter? 

Let me know!
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JAEL 
BLOCKTON
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