7th Grade English Language Arts 2024-2025
Teacher Information 
	Teacher 
	Email 

	Mrs. Doss 
	Tameka.Doss@slps.org


Class Information 
Description
Seventh grade ELA will help scholars become responsible for accuracy in written expression, and use writing as a tool for thinking, communicating, interpreting literature, and constructing personal meaning. Scholars will read and recognize a variety of genres (novel, poetry, short story, drama, informational). Scholars will deepen their understanding of literary devices, grammar, and vocabulary. Scholars will also demonstrate the ability to use the writing process and write to an audience.

Grading
Grades will be based on the combination of the following components:
· Classwork 50%
· Class Participation 15%
· Assessments 25%
· Homework 10%
Grading Scale:
	A – 90% - 100%
	B – 80% - 89%
	C – 70% - 79%
	D – 60% - 69%
	F – 0% 	 - 59%

Homework Policy
The average time spent on homework should be twenty (20) minutes each evening when assigned.

Late assignments Policy
Homework is late when not put into the designated tray at the start of class on Mondays. If assignments are not turned in on time, scholars can turn them in late for reduced credit within a week of the due date.





Class Work
All classwork should be completed in class. If a scholar does not complete entire assignments in class, they will earn partial credit for completed parts. When scholars are absent, they are responsible work for missed work. It must be completed within the same number of days absent.
Assessments
Scholars are assessed on the skills they are practicing and refining through classwork, homework, and activities. In addition, there will be quizzes, tests, and projects.
Credit
All scholarly work is for a grade. Because the goal is that each scholar master the related skills, grades are based on mastery. Grades will reflect that level of mastery and will not be enhanced by off-topic work.
Written Assignments and Academic Misconduct
All written work submitted must be the scholars’ original work and conform to the guidelines provided by the teacher. This means that any substantive ideas, phrases, sentences, and/or any published ideas must be properly referenced to avoid even the appearance of plagiarism. It is the scholars’ responsibility to know all relevant school policies concerning plagiarism.
Classroom Routines & Procedures
Beginning the day – Scholars should enter the second floor quietly, come straight to class to receive instruction on when to access lockers to put away backpacks, and get any materials needed for first and second periods.

Lockers - Scholars are allowed to use their lockers at certain times during the day. Scholars must get all necessary supplies for their classes during those designated times. Locker times are before first period, after second period, and after fourth period.

Entering the room – Scholars should enter silently, get their workbooks, notebooks, and writing utensils, sit down at assigned table, create a scholarly workspace, and start working on the “DO NOW” assignment. 

Scholarly table – Before beginning work, all materials and supplies should be on tables. Other items should be stored in bins under tables.

Getting out of seats – A scholar may get up to take care of personal needs under the following circumstances with permission:

No other scholars are out of their seats (one at a time).
It is not group instruction or discussion time.
Reasons to get out of seat: sharpen a pencil, get a tissue, get materials, go to the trash can, get a book, get a pass.

Trash – Scholars should keep paper trash at their seats until dismissal. They should not wad, rip, or otherwise disrupt the environment with paper items.

Leaving the room during class – Scholars must have a pass to leave the room. There will be a sign-out procedure. A scholar may get a pass under the following circumstances:

No other scholars are out of their seats (one at a time).
It is not group instruction or discussion time.
There is an emergency.

When and how to use hall passes – Scholars may ask to use the restroom when I am NOT teaching and caught up on class work. Scholars should quickly use the restroom and return to class within 3 minutes. (Violation of this policy two times or more will initiate a no-pass zone for the remainder of the semester. It will restart at the start of a new semester and the same expectation will apply).

Obtaining help with assignments – If scholars are working alone, they should raise their hand to get help from me. If a scholar is working with a group, the scholar should ask for help with understanding how to do the assignment.

On-task behavior – Scholars must participate actively in all assignments. Upon completion, scholars must read silently or choose from available learning activities.

 Technology Use in the Classroom – Only school-provided technology should be used, according to technology policy.

 Announcements – When announcements come over the intercom, scholars are to immediately stop what they are doing and listen attentively for everyone to hear.

Drills – Scholars must stop everything, line up, follow the instructions of the teacher, and remain silent during the drill. Scholars should wait patiently, calmly, and silently until allowed to return to class.

 Exiting the Classroom – Before the end of class, scholars should clean the area around them, put away all materials, return to their assigned seats, and wait for the teacher to dismiss their section/group. Upon dismissal, scholars should stand up quietly; take all personal items; line up without touching others or talking; face the front of the line; and walk mindfully.

 Ending the day – Scholars should gather all belongings from lockers and leave the second floor quietly within 4 minutes.

 Teacher Absence – When I am absent, the same expectations remain. Scholars who are marked down for behavior issues by the substitute will be managed upon my return. Schedule changes will happen due to absence. All work is to be completed during the class period and will be taken for a grade. Scholars who do not complete the work will be given partial credit for the portion completed. Scholars who do not turn in work will receive a zero for the assignment.

Mrs. Doss is looking forward to a productive, fun fun-filled year with our seventh-grade scholars!!
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