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Ms Emily White, 2024-25
Period 5, Room 225

****

Course Web Page 
All course materials such as the syllabus, major assignments, and handouts can be found our Microsoft Teams page, linked here. 

Course Description 
AP English Literature and Composition is an introductory college-level literary analysis course. Students cultivate their understanding of literature through reading and analyzing texts as they explore concepts like character, setting, structure, perspective, figurative language, and literary analysis in the context of literary works.
This course is cowritten by fellow Gateway teacher Dr Michelle Haberberger, who is also teaching a section for the 24/25 school year.

Enduring Understandings
Character: Characters in literature allow readers to study and explore a range of values, beliefs, assumptions, biases, and cultural norms represented by those characters.
Setting: Setting and the details associated with it not only depict a time and place, but also convey values associated with that setting.
Structure: The arrangement of the parts and sections of a text, the relationship of the parts to each other, and the sequence in which the text reveals information ae all structural choices made by a writer that contribute to the reader’s interpretation of a text.
Narration: A narrator’s or speaker’s perspective controls the details and emphases that affect how readers experience and interpret a text.
Figurative Language: Comparisons, representations, and associations shift meaning from the literal to the figurative and invite readers to interpret a text.
Literary Argumentation: Readers establish and communicate their interpretations of literature through arguments supported by textual evidence.
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Each unit description found below includes the unit title, quarter theme, skills to be covered, and intended texts. Detailed unit plans are available upon request. Please note that slight shifts may occur throughout the school year to best accommodate student needs. 
	
	Unit 1
	Unit 2
	Unit 3
	Unit 4

	Unit Name
	Initiation And Growing Up
	Unleashing Your Monster
	Standing Firm For All
	Families and Memories

	Core Text
	The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Nighttime
Novel by Mark Haddon / Adapted by Simon Stephens
	Frankenstein
By Mary Shelley
	Go Tell It on the Mountain By James Baldwin
	Hamlet 
By William Shakespeare

	Standards (College Board)
	1.A 
2.A 
3.A, 3.B 
4.A, 4.B 
7.A 
	1.A, 1.B, 1.C, 1.D
2.A, 2.B, 2.C
3.A, 3.B, 3.E, 3.F
7.A, 7.B, 7.C, 7.D, 7.E
	1.A, 1.B, 1.C, 1.D, 1.E
2.B, 2.C
3.A, 3.B, 3.D
4.C, 4.D
5.C, 5.D
6.A, 6.C
7.B, 7.C, 7.D, 7.E
	1.B, 1.E
3.C, 3.D, 3.E, 3.F
4.C
5.B, 5.C
6.B, 6.D
7.B, 7.C, 7.D, 7.E
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Grading/Proficiency Scale 
Course grades will be given as follows: 90-100%, A; 80-89%, B; 70-79%, C; 60-69%, D; 59% and below, F.

Communication and Assistance
Students are expected to communicate proactively with the teacher. If there are questions about assignments, concerns about the workload, or issues affecting performance, students should reach out as soon as possible. Open lines of communication are key to success. Additional assistance is available upon request.


Course Expectations
· Academic Rigor: This AP Literature course is equivalent to a college-level English class. As such, it will demand a high level of intellectual engagement, critical thinking, and a strong work ethic. Students are expected to read challenging texts closely, participate in thoughtful discussions, and produce sophisticated written analyses.
· Reading and Writing: Students will engage with a diverse range of literature, including novels, plays, poetry, and essays. Regular reading assignments will be substantial and require active annotation. Writing assignments will include analytical essays, creative responses, and timed in-class essays. Students must adhere to deadlines and revise their work based on feedback.
· Participation: Active participation is essential. Students are expected to contribute meaningfully to class discussions, both in person and online. Respectful listening and engagement with peers’ ideas are crucial for a collaborative learning environment. Consistent, active attendance is critical. Students should also come to class prepared with all necessary materials.
· Assessments: Assessments will include reading quizzes, essays, projects, and exams modeled after the AP Literature exam. Regular practice with AP-style multiple-choice questions and essay prompts will be part of the course to build the skills necessary for success on the AP exam.
· Time Management: Success in this course requires effective time management. Students must balance reading assignments, essays, and other coursework with their other responsibilities. Students who miss class will be granted an additional due date extension for each day missed. Late assignments will be docked by 10%, with 10% each week following. Exceptions can be made for students who communicate their individual situations.
· Academic Integrity: All work submitted must be original. Plagiarism, cheating, or any form of academic dishonesty will not be tolerated. Plagiarized work will receive a 0% and will have to be resubmitted, with a statement of reflection signed by a parent or guardian. Students are encouraged to seek help when struggling rather than resorting to dishonest practices.


About Your Instructor
Hello! I am a St Louis native, but I have lived in four states over the course of my life. I’ve been back in the city for 7 years now with my husband and my two small kids. I have a Masters in Teaching from Saint Louis University and my undergraduate degree is in the Classics with a concentration in Medieval Studies which included classes in Latin, Ancient Greek, Old English, and Italian. I love language, history, and reading, especially Victorian era ghost stories. In my free time I love to sew, play video games and board games, and try new restaurants. I am looking forward to another fun year at Gateway STEM!

Email Address: Emily.White2@slps.org




Student Signature

I, ______________________________ (print name), have read this syllabus for Ms White’s AP Literature and Composition course and commit to following all listed guidelines and expectations. 
_________________________________________			______________________________
Student Signature						Date
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