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PROLOGUE

ANTIGONE

Come, Ismene, my own dear sister, come
What more do you think could Zeus require of us

to load the curse that's on the House of Oedipus?
There is no sorrow left, no single shame,

no pain, no tragedy,

which does not hound us, you and me, towards our

end,
And now,

what's this promulgation which they say
our ruler has made to all the state?

Do you know? Have you heard?

Or are you sheltered from the news
that deals a deathblow to our dearest?

ISMENE

Our dearest, Antigone? I've heard no news
either good or bad,
ever since we two were Stripped
of two brothers in a single day,
Each dismissing each by each other’s hand.
And since the Argive army fled last night,
Pve heard no more—ejther glad or sad.

ANTIGONE

That’s what 1 thought,
that’s why I've brought you here beyond the gates
. that you may hear my news alone.

3
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194 SOPHOCLES

ANTIGONE

I will not press you.any more.

I would not want you as a partner if you asked.
Go to what you please. I go ‘to bury him.

How beautiful [to die in such pursuit!

To rest loved by him whom I have loved,

sinner of a holy sin, 3
With longer time to charm the dead than those who live,

for I shall abide forever there. :
So go. And please your fantasy
and. call it wicked what the gods call good.

ISMENE

You know I don’t do that.
I'm just not made to war against the state.

- ANTIGONE

Make your apologies!
I.go to raise a tomib above my dearest brother.

ISMENE
You foothardy thing! You frighten me.

ANTIGONE
Don't fear for me. Be anxious for yourself.

ISMENE

At least tell no one what you do, but keep it dark,
and I shall keep it secret too.

ANTIGONE

Oh tell it, tel it, shout it out!
I'd hate your silence more than if you told the world.

ISMENE
So fiery—in a business that chiils!

ANTIGONE 108

ANTIGONE
wﬂw%m. but I am doing what I must.

ISMENE
Yes, more than must. And you are doomed to fajl.’

ANTIGONE
Why then, Pl fail, but not give up before.

ISMENE
) .
Don’t plunge into such 1 hopeless enterprise.

ANTIGONE

Urge me so, and I shall hate you

He, the dead, will justly hate WQ._ wwwm._.
Say that I'm mad, and madly let me risk
The worst that I can suffer and the best:
A death that martyrdom can render biest,

ISMENE

Go then, if you must toward
, our end;
Fool, wonderful fool, and _oww._ Enﬂﬂ_.

[ISMENE watches ANTIGONE w,
into the palace] alk away, then she goes

ENTRY ODE

[The cHORUS in a march-dance files i
! : - es into the theater, singi
aw h WSS. of triumph. They celebrate the defeat of the in cammnm
olyneices and the victory of Thebes over Argos.] i
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198 SOPHOCLES

,>..= :.no__mrnwaamb;::mmnoém »,:a&am_i:nm,
And Bacchus shall lead the round— W
Shouting and shaking all Thebes with his revels.

LLEADER

But look who comes, the lucky
Son of Mgnoeceus:

The man the gods have made our king.

What new vicissitudes of state

Vex him n w? Why has he sent ,
A herald [to our summons? W

{CREON has| entered from the palace, surrounded by sol-
diers. He addresses the CHORUS]

FIRST EPISODE

CREON

Gentlemen, the gods have graciously
steadied ¢ur ship of state, which storms
have terrjbly tossed.

And now I|have called you here privately
because of course I know
your loygity to the House of Laius.

How again| when Oedipus was king,
your duty never faltered,
and when he fell you still upheld his sons.

But now that they have gone, ,
sharing their doublte end on a single day,
(mutual murder, mutual recompensel},

I nearest it line enjoy the scepter and the throne.

Now, naturally, there is no way
to tell the character and mettle of a man
until you've seen him govern.

Nevertheless, I want to make it plain:

{ am the kind of man who can’t and never could
abide the tongue-tied ruler who through fear
backs away from sound advice.

ANTIGONE 199

And I find intolerable th .
second to his friends. ¢ man who puts his country

For instance, if I saw ruin and d
heading for the state, e
I would spesk out,
Never could 1 make my country’s enemy my private

knowing as 1 do, frend,

she is the good ship that bears us safe,

So there you have my princi i
. : ples by which i
In accord with them, I made the uwg_ssimcm% e
that you heard just now:

Eteocles, who died in arms fo
, r Theb
shall have a glorious funeral >

as befits a hero going to ioj
But his brothos wcmwsommnow. join the noble dead.

he who came from exile breathi
\ ime . ing fire
,?mmm_:z this city of his fathers Eam its shrines;
HM .MMM %_”_% S_M_nmm__ thirsting for his 8_5:%_“ blood
. rest of us away a
I've sent the edict out Y s slaves— |

that none shall bury him or ev
en mourn.
He must be left all ghastly where he ?__‘:
a corpse for dogs to maul and vultures pick his bones.

You see the kind of man I am!

You'll not catch me putti i
; ing trat
beside the loyal E.m ::%. Hors up on pedestals

I'll honor him alone, alive or dead, who honors Thebes

LEADER

Your disposition is quite clear,
son m.. Menoeceus, Creon,
touching friend or enem i ity
_ y of this our city.
We know you have the power too ’
to wreak your will upon the living and the dead,
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202 SOPHOCLES

SENTRY

Don’t ask me,| sir!

There ain’t no mark of pick or mattock, _
ground’s all|’ard, unbroken, _
no wheel tracks neither: : m
Not a sign of "uman 'ands. m

When the sentry of the morning watch pointed to it/
there it was|at dawn, the corpse, |
an ugly mystery that struck us dumb. ,

T'weren't exactly buried,
just sprinkled with earth ritual like :
as if someone wanted to set it free.

No marks of dog or jackal neither—not a scratch. |

Then we flew lat one another, guard accusing guard.

It came near to blows. ”

There weren't no clue to clinch the quarrel. -

Any one of ud coulda done it. See! :

No evidence tp disprove any one of us—not a shred.

So we dared one another to pick up red-ot iron,
walk through fire, and swear by all the gods 3
He neither dgne the deed nor ’ad the slightest inkling

“who ’ad.

Well, one of us cut through the deadlock, saying . ..

(We went wegk as straws when we ’eard it,
cos there weren’t no denying,
nor coming jout of it in one piece neither):

This fefla thete and then blurts out: “We gotta 8#.:8

ing.

-—
-
.

There ain't no way to cover up.” _
He convinced|the lot of us, so we drew straws. !
And 'oo should be the unlucky one to win the prize

but yours tnuly. _
So ’ere I am, junwelcome [ can telf, and un’appy too,
For there ain’t no one likes the bringer of bad news.

LEADER

Sire, I've had: misgivings from the first:
could this be more than purely natural work?

ANTIGONE 203

CREON

Enough! You make me furious with such senile dod-

It’s quite insufferable. dering remarks.

You really think they give a damn, the gods, about this
. ?
Next you'll say they make it a priority to bury him m_o“ﬁm.
and thank him for his burning down their aitars .
Onmwww_”mom_mmmmm?woo:n___:m laws, and raping all the land,
se i imi
mmmrmqo_: _.M.z No, frse ¢ _”.Mmmwmmaan_.m_o to criminals?
ere’s been a group of grumblers in thi :
men who can __E.n__w_w mE%n my qo.__.wo”_. this town:
who nod and whisper, chafing beneath my law
who are not in love with it at all. ,
ﬁ_owo ﬂa the wnow. I'll warrant,
Who have suborned my guards with bribes.
Ah, Money! Money is a om:g@ that's a_wmm
Money topples cities to the ground, .
seduces men away from happy homes
corrupts the honest heart to shifty i&..m
makes men crooked connoisseurs of vice
But these plotters who have sold themsetves
every man jack of them, _
€_=. end up, gentlemen,
with much more than he’s bargained for,

{He turns on the SENTRY]

You there! Get this straight:

I swear by almighty Zeus whom 1 revere a
that either you find the man who did Emmﬂuwﬂo.
and stand him here before my eyes
or Hades itself will be too good for you
until you've first confessed to everything—
yes, hanging from a cross. :
That perhaps will teach you, soldier
s_r%_.ﬂ to _ow_ﬁ for profit .
and that gold can glister from an evi
Ah! Money never makes as many as ::.mm”.ca.
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SOPHOCLES

The free forest animal r
He herds; the roaming upland deer, .
The shaggy horse he breaks to yoke |
The unflagging mountain bull. : _

Strophe ‘11 ]

Training his agile thoughts i
volatile as air

He’s civilized the world

of words and wit and law.
With a|roof against the sky,

the javelin crystal frosts
The arrow-lancing rains;

he’s fertile in resource
Provident for all, .

healing all disease:

All but| death, and death—

death he never cures.

Antistrophe 11

Beyond imagining wise: .

g his w_mézﬁa and skills

Through labyrinthine ways

i for Mooa and also ill.

Distingpished in his city

when law-abiding, pious

But when he promulgates

unsavory ambition,’
ititess|and lost.

cile And then I will not share

My hearth with him; 1 want

’ no parcel of his thoughts.

ANTIGONE 207
SECOND EPISODE

[The SENTRY returns, leading ANTIGONE]

CHORUS

What visitation do I see from heaven?

And one I wish I could deny.

I am amazed. It is Antigone.,

What! They bring you here in charge?

Poor Antigone, daughter of unlucky Oedipus.
Were you rash enough to’cross the King?
And did they take you in your folly?

SENTRY

‘ere she is, the culprit: caught red’anded
in the very act of burying 'im.
But where is Creon?

CHORUS
Coming from the house, and just in time.
[Enter crEon]

CREON
Just in time for what?

SENTRY

King, it's most unwise, | find,
ever to promise not to do a thing.
Now look at me! I could "ave sworn
I'd not come scurrying back,
After being almost ‘skinned alive by all your flailing
threats.
Yet ’ere I am against my oath, bringing in this girl,
and ail because beyond my wildest dreams,
in fact with quite a thrill,
I caught ’er at it—actuoally at the burying.
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216 SOPHOCLES

CREON A ﬁ
You, soldi¢r, you can go—be off wherever you Ew\mmnl.
Free of any serious charge. |
[The SENTRY stands for a moment, smiles, then bounds
away)

tell mg, Antigone, a m:am_”._ yes or no:
Wﬂ_e w%: know an edict had forbidden this?

ANTIGONE -
Of course I knew. Was it not publicly Ecn_mmso%

CREON

'So you chose flagrantly to disobey my _.wi.w

ANTIGONE

Naturally! Since Zeus never promulgated such a law,
Nor will you find that Justice, |
Mistress of the world UMEE. vind ”
ublishes such laws to humankind.
I %22, thought your mortal edicts had such force
they nullified the laws of wmwﬁa___.
hich unwritten, not proclaime ' . o
M.h boast a currency that everlastingly is valid, -
an origin beyond the birth of man. :
And I, whom no man’s frown can frighten, . 1
Am far fro risking heaven’s frown by flouting Swma‘
I need no trumpeter from you to tell me I must no,
all dig anyway i .
>_“Mn if this E.ww“.m me to death before my time, :
why, such a death is gain. Yes, surely gain 3
to one whom life so overwhelms. L
Therefore, 1 can wo%o‘ meet my end L
ithout atrace of pain. . Y
wcﬂ_wﬂmﬁ left the ccm< of my mother’s son _Ec:m_na,
lying wheye he lay,
ah, that would _E:._
For this, I feel no twinges of regret.

ANTIGONE 211

And if you judge me fool, perhaps it is
because a fool is judge.

LEADER

My word! The daughter is as headstrong as the father.
Submission is a thing she’s never learned,

CREON

You wait and see! The toughest will
is first to break: like hard untempered stecl
which snaps and shivers at a touch
when hot from off the forge. .
And | have seen high-mettled horses curbed
by a little scrap of bit.
One who has no more authority than a common slave
can ill afford to put on ars.
And yet, this girl, already versed in disrespect
the first time she disobeyed my law,
Now adds a second insult, has done it again,
and vaunts it to my face.
Oh, she’s the man, not I,
if she can flout authority and walk away unscathed,
I swear I hardly care
if she' be my sister’s chiid _
or linked to me by blood more closely
than any member of my hearth and home;
She and her sister will not now escape
the utmost penalty.
I say the sister too.
I charge her as accomplice of this burial.
Call her forth.
I saw her whimpering in there just now, all gone to
pieces.
So does remorse blurt out the secret sin . . .
Although its opposite is even worse:
crime detected glorifying crime.
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2i4

Curse vou! Find the outlet for your love down there

No woman wh
[ISMENE is bro

SOPHOCLES

CREON i

ile I live shall govern me. .

ught in under guard)

LEADER OF CHORUS

See where Ismene comes

Crying from the palace pates,

Her face all flushed, :

A sister’s tears are breaking rains
Upon her cheeks and from her eyes,

Her loveliness

a shadow,

CREON

{Turning viciously towards ISMENE]

Come, you serpent, secret lurker in my home,

who- sucked
Even while ]

my blood
nurtured you two sister vipers at my
: throne—

Speak. Confess your part in burying him.
Or do you dare deny complicity? _

ISMENE

I did it too. If she’ll allow my claim.

1 share with h

.

r the credit and the blame.

ANTIGONE

That is not trye. You do not share with me,

nor did I gr

But now that

ant you partnership.

ISMENE
your poor ship is buffeted,

I’'m not ashamed to sail the voyage at your side. |

ANTIGONE

ANTIGONE

The dead of Hades know whose act j
ct it was.
1 do not take to those who take to talk,

ISMENE

Sister, do not scorn me; let me share
your death and holy homage to the dead,

ANTIGONE

No share in work, no share in death,
and I must consummate alope what I began.

ISMENE
. Then what is left of life to me when you are gone?

ANTIGONE
Ask Creon. You and he are friends.

ISMENE
Ah! Must you jeer at me? It does not help.

ANTIGONE
You are right. It is a joyless jeering.

ISMENE
Tell me, even now: how can | help?

. ANTIGONE
Save yourself. 1 shall not envy you,

ISMENE
Poor dear sister—let me suffer with you!

215
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218 SOPHOCLES
SECOND CHORAL ODE

|
[The CHORUS cries out in an ode which begins by vmiw
both a lament for|the past victimization of the House of
Oedipus and an omen for the present, and then goes on
to warn all those who think they can live their lives apaht
from the universal providence of Zeus.) !

Strophe 1

Happy the man who has not sipped the bitter day, :

Whose house is firm against divine assault. “
No planted curse creeps on and on :

Through generations like the dark and driven surge y

Booming from the|bosom of the sea while Thracian gales

Churn perpetually the ooze in waves that throw i

Down upon the headlands swept and carded by the storm
Their thunderous mass. . ,

.

Antistrophe 1

So do I see the house of Labdacus struck down, !
In all its generatiops victimized by some _

Pursuing deity. Its useless dead. ¥
Its never-ending doom. And now once more the sun 1
Gone down in blood: the final hope of Qedipus
Felled to the root, put out in smoke and Hades’ dust, |
And all because of headlong folly and the reckless speech

Of a frenzied heart. :

Strophe I1

O Zeus, what creature pits himself against thy power?
Not Sleep encumbrous with his sublet net
And not the menstrual cycle
Of the tireless imoon.
Thou in ancient splendors still art young
When worlds are old ‘
On Mount Olympus,
Everything past, everything present,

ANTIGONE 219

And everything still to come
N Is :.« domain .
0 mortal thing however v
Outside thy wmn.%. et can steal

Antistrophe 1

Hope eternally gadding, ali i
, ) g, alights on man i
But _u_.mm. but just as blithely brings to cﬂ_uﬁs nothing
Delusions and seething ambition,
Wh ZN man can tell
at has come stealthil i is li
Unel o y creeping over his life
Hot ashes and pain
Sear his feet . . . Once long ago
Jr sage famously said:
T “If as_rmocn appear
© any, the gods are near. Unscath d he’
And then they'll bring him fow ™~ T | 8%

[HAEMON is seen nﬁﬁwaunamaw_

LEADER

Here Haemon comes your

. ' youngest son
Driven perhaps by pangs of m:.% ’
For .>==mo=a his sentenced bride:
A bitter groom, a marriage marred.

CREQON
We shall see in a moment, and without the need of seers

THIRD EPISODE

—
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22 SOPHOCLES

-As your son, you see, I find myself _
marking every word and act and comment of the crowd,
- to gauge the temper of the simple citizen, :
who dares not risk your scowl to speak his mind.
. But 1 from the shadows hear them:
hear a city’s sympathy for this girl,
because no woman ever faced
80 unreasonable, so cruel a death,
for such a generous cause.,
She would not leave her brother where he fell,
for carrion birds and dogs to maul,
“Should not her name be writ in gold?” they say,
and so the whisper grows.

You know, my Father, how 1 prize
your well-being and your name.
For sons and father’s crown each other’s glory
with each other’s fame.
So I beg you Father, _
don’t entrench yourself in your opinion
as if everyone |else was wrong.
The kind of man who always thinks that he is right,
that his opinions, his pronouncements,
are the final word, .
is usually exposed as hollow as they come.
But .a wise man {s fléxibie, has much to learn
without a loss pf dignity.
See the trees in floodtime, how they bend
along the tprrent’s course,
and how their twigs and branches do not snap,
but stubborn trees are torn up roots and all. -
In sailing too, when fresh weather blows,
a skipper who will not slaken sail, turns turtle,
finishes his voyage beam-ends up.

So let your anger cool, and change your mind.

1 may be young but not without some sense.

Let men be wise|by instinct if they can,
but when this fails and nature won’t oblige, 3
be wise by good advice. ,

ANTIGONE 223

LEADER

Sire, the young man speaks : isteni
, good sense: worth liste
And you, son, too, should listen. You both %mmr;ﬁum %w

point.
CREON

You mean that men of m
. Y years have to lear i
by taking notes from men of his? n to think

HAEMON

In only what is right.
It is my merit not my years that count.

CREON
Your merit is to noEnE._mE_n%:m%.

HAEMON
You know I do not plead for criminals,

CREON
So this creature is no criminal, eh?

HAEMON
The whole of Thebes says “no."

CREON
And I must iet the mob dictate my policy?

HAEMON
See now who is speaking like a boy!

CREQON
Do I rule this state, or someone else?
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226 SOPHOCLES

HAEMON

She shall not die—don’t think it—
in my sight or by my side. .
And you shall neyer see my face again.
1 commit you raving to your chosen friends,

[HAEMON rushes put)

LEADER

e, your Majesty, but gone distraught.
MM:; Wosam. his.rage will make him desperate.

CREON

Let him do or dream up acts as murderous as a mnaa._

these girls, he shall not snatch from death.

LEADER
You do not miean to kill them both?

CREON
You are right. Not the one who did not meddle.

LEADER
What kind of death do you plan?

CREON

I'll take her down a path untrod by man.
I'll hide her living in a rock-hewn vault,
With ritual food enough to clear the taint

Of murder from the City's name.

I'll leave her pleading to her favorite moaw
Hades. He may charm her out a way to life.
Or perhaps she’ll learn though late the cost
Of homage to the dead is labor lost.

{CREON walks away into the palace]

ANTIGONE 27
THIRD CHORAL ODE

[The cHoRrus, apprehensive of the fate of the young lov-
ers, sings of the desperately destructive power of love,
Their words also veil a condemnation of men like CREON,
who overvalue the so-called masculine qualities of the soul

n:&.w&:o%&‘.um&m &:....:.Q&qa&ma:& female within
the person. ) .

Strophe |

Love, unquelled in battle

Love, making nonsense of wealth
Pillowed all night on the cheek of a girl
You roam the scas, pervade the wilds
And in a shepherd’s hut you lie,
Shadowing immortal gods

.You dog ephemeral man—

Madness your possession.

Antistrophe |

Turning the wise into fools

You twist them off their course

And now you have stung us to this strife
Of father fighting son . . . Oh, Love,
The bride has but to glance

With the lyrical light of her eyes

To win you a seat in the stars

And Aphrodite laughs.

[End of Choral Ode and beginning of Choral Dialogue

‘which continues through FOURTH EPISODE]
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SOPHOCLES
Strophe 111

CHORUS

Perhaps you aimed too high
You dashed your foot on Fate
Where Justice sits enthroned.

You fail a plun
To pay a fathe

You touch my

nmet fall
r's sin.

Antistrophe I

ANTIGONE
wounds, my memories

Make fresh again my tears: the triple curse

That haunts th
The spilt and t
My fated moth
To father me i

e House of —xmvamacm".

ainted blood, :6::05& bed,

er sleeping with her son

1} 58%. . . Parents here I come,

Io.:om:mmr_Hoﬂéon_,-_o_zoro:%oz.
Brother when you made :

Your blindfold

match, you made

Your death and mine—mine to come.,

Antistrophe 111

CHORUS

Pious is as pious does
But where might is right

It’s reckless to
Self-propelied
You go with o

Unwept, unwe
On this last jou
Eye of the bles

do wrong.
to death
pen eyes. '

Epode

ANTIGONE

dded, unloved I go
irney of all.
ssed sun—

ANTIGONE 231

I shall miss you soon.

No tears will mourn me dead,
No friend to cry,

[End of Chorat Dialogue. creON has entered)

CREON
Listen youl
Panegyrics and dirges go on forever
if given the chance.
Dispatch her at once, 1 say. Seal up the tomb.

Let her choose a death at leisure—or perhaps,
in her new home,

An underground life forforn,
We wash our hands of this girl—
except to take her from the light.

ANTIGONE

Come tomb, my wedding chamber, come!

You sealed off habitations of the grave!

My many family dead, finished, fetched
in final muster to Persephone.,

I am last to come, and lost the most of all,
Saw life still in my hands. :

And yet I come (I hope I come) toward a father's love,
beloved by my mother,

And by you, my darling brother, loved.

Yes, all of you,

‘Whom these my hands have washed, prepared and sped
Wwith ritual to your burials.

And now, sweet Polyneices, dressing you,
I've earned this recompense,
though richly honored you the just will say.

No husband dead and gone, no children lisping “mother”
ever could have forced me to withstand
the city to its face.

By what law do I assert so much? Just this:
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. Creon! Creon!

SOPHOCLES

TIRESIAS

Is no one left who takes to heart that . . .

CREON

Come, let’s have the platitude!

.. That prudence is the best of all our wealth.

TIRESIAS

CREON

As folly is the worst of all our woes?

Yes, infectious folly! And you are sick with it. .

I'll not exchange

‘Which is what ypu do when you say I sell my prophec

TIRESIAS

CREON

a fish-wife’s set-to with a mon.n.

TIRESIAS

CREON

As prophets dor—-a money-grubbing race.

TIRESIAS

Or as kings, who grub for money in the dung.

You realize this

CREON
is treason—lese majesty?

TIRESIAS

3}:;’,':“.,

S.

i
i
il

. i
Majesty? Yes, thanks to me you are savior of q,:ocwm.

ANTIGONE 23¢9

CREON
And you are not without your conjuring tricks, But still
a crook.

TIRESIAS

Go on! You will drive me to divulge something that

Ve

. CREON
Out with it! But not for money, please,

TIRESIAS
Unhappily for you this can’t be bought.

CREON
Then don’t expect to bargain with my wits,

TIRESIAS

Al right then! Take it if you can.

A corpse for a corpse the price, and flesh for flesh,
one of your own begotten,

The sun shall not run his course for many days
before you pay.

You plunged a child of light into the dark;
entombed the living with the dead; the dead

Dismissed unmourned, denied a grave—a corpse

Unhaliowed and defeated of his destiny below,

Where neither you nor gods must meddie,
you have thrust your thumbs,

Do not be surprised that heaven—yes, and hell—
have set the Furies loose to lie in wait for you,

Ready with the punishments you engineered for others.

Does this sound like flattery for sale?
Yet a little while and you shall wake .
to wailing and gnashing of teeth in the house of Creon.
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246 SOPHOCLES

My son’s voice strikes my ears. ,

Hurry, hurry, seryants, to the tomb, i

And through those stones once pried away peer down:
into that cadaverous gap :
and tell me if it's Haemon’s voice.

Oh, tell me I am |heavenly deceived!”

His panic sent us|flying to the cave,
- and in the farthest corner we could see her
hanging with a noose of linen round her neck,
and leaning on her,
hugging his cold lover lost to Hades,
Haemon, bridegroom, broken,
cursed the father who had robbed him,
pouring out his|tears of sorrow. i

A groan agonized and loud—
broke from Crdon when he saw him.

“You poor misguided boy!” he sobbed,
staggering forward,
“What have you done? What were you thinking of? |

And now, come to me, my son. Your father begs you.”

But the boy glared at him with flaming eyes,
spat for answer in his face,
and drawing a double-hilted sword,
lunged but missed
as his father stepped aside and ran.

Then, the wretched lad, . “
convulsed with self-hatred and despair, _
pressed against that sword and drove it home, m
halfway up the hilt into his side. o

And conscious stilt but failing, limply folded
Antigone close [into his arms—

Choking blood in| crimson jets upon her waxen face.

Corpse wrapped in love with corpse he lies,
married not in Jife but Hades:

Lesson to the world that inhumane designs

Wreak a havoc immeasurably inhumane.

[EURYDICE is seen moving like a sleepwalker into the
palace} "

ANTIGONE 247

LEADER
.M.,__n_.m. does her exit mean?
¢ Queen has gone withont 3 word of comfort or of

Sorrow,
MESSENGER
I am’ troubled too, A
I - And yet I hope
the reason is she shrinks from public sorrow for her son
y

And goes into the house t .
in the family dirge. o lead her ladies

She will not be unwise. She is discreet.

LEADER

You may be right, but I do not trust
extremes of silence or of grief,

mem._wZsz

Mm” me go w_»o the house and see
xtremes of silence, as you say. are sini
: , are sinister,
Her raﬁm is broken and can rw.an ster
some sinister design.

WMM M:W}memmzo.mx hurries into the palace through a side
» Ine great doors open and q procession carrying the

dead body of HAEM ; ;
staggering aw‘._.z& ON on a bier approaches, with cREON

CHORUS

ho.ow. Eo King himself draws near, his load
n a kind of muteness crying out his sorrow

(Dare we say it?) from a madn isdoi
y it ess
started by himself and by no c:_a_,.o f misdoing
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250 SOPHOCLES

Should have no [second brimming,

Yet the sight I see laid out

Compels a second sorrow:

My son just hifted up

A corpse, and npw a corpse his mother.

MESSENGER

Her heart was shattered

And her hand drove keen the dagger.

At the altar thege she fell

And darkness swamped her drooping eyes
As with cries she sobbed her sorrow

For her hero son Megareus—

Long since nobly dead—

And for this son her other,

Mingling with her dying gasp

Curses on you—ikiller.

.w%qﬁ:m 111}

CREON

My heart is sick |with dread.
Will no one lande a two-edged sword
Through this bleeding seat of sorrow?

MESSENGER

She charged you, yes,

With both their deaths—
This lifeless thin
As double filicidal killer!

TS

CREON
Tell me, how did she go?

MESSENGER

ANTIGONE 257
Strophe 1V

CREON
T killed her, I
Can own no alibi;
The guilt is wholly mine,
Take me quickly, servants,
Take me quickly hence.
Let this nothing be forgotten,

CHORUS
Good advice, at.last,
If anything be good
In so much bad.
Such evils need quick riddance,

Antistrophe I1]

CREON

Oh, let it come! Let it break!
My last and golden day:

The best, the last, the worst
To rob me of tomorrow. .

LEADER

Tomorrow is tomorrow
And we must mind today.

CREON

All my prayers are that:
The prayer of my desires.

LEADER

Self-stabbed to the heart;
Her son’s death ringing |
New dirges in her head. _“

Your prayers are done.
Man cannot flatter Fate,
And punishments must come,
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