Freshman Honors English 
 Room 119
Mr. Boyle- jonathan.boyle@slps.org
Course Description:
Welcome to Freshman Honors English. In this class, my goal is to develop and solidify the essential skills you'll need to succeed throughout high school and beyond.
Our focus will be on mastering writing structure and format, ensuring you can craft well-organized and compelling essays. We'll reinforce the writing process, from brainstorming and drafting to revising and polishing.
We'll also dive into language acquisition, and writing conventions/grammar, and explore how to use and vary language effectively to express your ideas clearly and creatively. You'll also get to experiment with different writing styles to develop your voice as a writer.
Collaboration and communication with your peers will be a key part of our class. Whenever possible we will engage in group activities, writing labs, and class discussions, to learn to share thoughts and listen to others respectfully and productively.

Class Expectations:
· Be Respectful- to your teacher, peers, and materials.
· Be Responsible- turn in assignments and work on time, and know when to ask for help!
· Be Open- to new perspectives and new experiences.
· Be Engaged- in discussion and your work. 
Materials Needed:
· Laptop
· Notebook 
· Pen/Pencil 
Class Procedures:
Submissions:
· Assignments should be turned in on time and in the format requested as indicated in the assignment details. It is important to follow these guidelines carefully, as improperly formatted or submitted assignments will not be accepted unless you have received prior approval from me.
Absences:
It is the student’s responsibility to inquire about assignments, quizzes, and tests missed due to absence. Make-up assignments, exams, or quizzes will only be given to students with excused absences.  Students with unexcused absences may not make up work or assessments assigned during, or due, on the date of an unverified absence from class. Scheduling a make-up exam, test, or quiz is the responsibility of the absent student. 

Grades:
· While assignments vary in label and point value, Metro utilizes a standard 10-point grading scale where a student's final grade in the course is an average of two semesters. It is essential to note that semester grades are calculated on a real-time basis as opposed to an average of two quarters as you may be used to in previous grade reports. Here are the letter grades with their corresponding percentages: 
A=90%-100% B=80%-89% C=70%-79% F=69% ↓  
· Participation: 
· Participation is a component of your grade in Freshman Honors English. Your engagement in Socratic discussions, contributions to lectures through asking and answering questions, and collaboration with peers in table discussions will be assessed. These activities are a form of oral communication that will be graded throughout the course. To avoid any confusion with presentation grades, this element of oral communication will be labeled participation (PAR). 
· AP Lang and Comp Rubric for Writing 
· We will use the AP Language and Composition rubric to assess writing. As freshmen, achieving a score of "4" on the rubric will be considered an A. This ceiling will rise to the 5th and 6th points as you advance through the upper-level English classes. This approach will steadily prepare you for the higher-level English curricula offered at our school, ensuring a smooth and successful progression in your writing skills.
· AP Lang and Comp Rubrics
· English Notebook: 
· I expect that students maintain and keep their English notebooks up to date, ensuring that notes from lectures, vocabulary, and other writing activities are accurately recorded. If a student is absent, they should take the initiative to ask classmates for the notes they missed. Throughout the semester, there will be approximately five official times when I collect and grade the notebooks, though this number may increase depending on the volume of notes and activities completed. As I collect these notebooks, it is recommended that you have one exclusively for the course. 
Cell Phones: 
Cell phones are not prohibited in the classroom. However, I do have guidelines on appropriate phone usage in my class. 
Acceptable Use:
· Cellphones are either always faced up in the top left-hand corner of the desk or remain in a student’s backpack for the class period.
· Looking at, but not responding to, messages during class activities. 
· Utilizing the device during designated times and breaks. 
· Looking up a definition or doing quick research during a class discussion when a computer is unavailable. 
· Checking the time or utilizing timers during writing activities to pace themselves.

Unacceptable Use:
· Playing games, texting, listening to music, or using social media. 
· Taking pictures/videos of other students unless designated for an activity. 
· Student not putting the phone away when requested. 
· Actions that may not be outlined in the unacceptable use policy but are still considered disruptive to the student’s engagement in class activities.
· Being out during exams and major assessments.
· Any student caught with a cell phone on during an activity where they are to be away will receive an automatic zero on that assessment/activity. 
· Students cannot have air pods or Bluetooth devices in their ears during class. 
Failure to comply with the cell phone policy may result in the cell phone being confiscated and returned at the end of the school day or given to the administration for a parent meeting, as well as the loss of privileges outlined in the acceptable use policy. 
Communication:
I value open communication, and addressing student concerns is essential for creating a positive and supportive learning environment. Therefore, please encourage students to meet with me, their teacher, to discuss any concerns about the class. Here is my policy for facilitating these conversations:
1. Welcoming Concerns: Students are encouraged to voice their concerns about the class, assignments, or any aspect that may affect their learning experience. We believe addressing concerns directly promotes understanding, growth, and mutual respect.
2. Accessibility: Though I am often available during my plan time and after school, I will provide designated opportunities for students to discuss their concerns. Students can meet with me one-on-one during these designated times to ensure focused and personalized attention.
3. Respectful Dialogue: The conversations about concerns will be conducted respectfully and constructively. I will actively listen, share my perspectives, and work collaboratively to find solutions or clarify any misunderstandings, and I expect the same courtesy in return. 
4. Confidentiality: Student concerns will be handled with utmost confidentiality. Respecting privacy is essential to foster trust and ensure students feel comfortable discussing any issues they may have. Information shared during these conversations will only be shared with relevant parties involved in finding resolutions or improvements. 
5. Timely Responses: I will make every effort to address student concerns in a timely manner. Depending on the nature and complexity of the problem, a resolution may require additional time. However, students can expect a response or follow-up within a reasonable timeframe to keep communication lines open.
I am available via email M-F, 7 am to 3 pm.
Academic Honesty:
Metro’s Policy on Academic Integrity: 
· Metro has extremely high regard for academic integrity and, as such, has zero tolerance for all forms of academic dishonesty. 
· Academic dishonesty includes but is not limited to:
· All forms of cheating on any assessments, essays, or assignments 
· (copying, taking pictures, group chats with answers, unsanctioned collaboration, etc.)
· Plagiarism and misappropriation of resources 
· Any other unethical academic behavior. 
Any student in violation will receive no credit (zero/F letter grade), a family meeting will be scheduled, and a notation of the violation will be in the student’s school record.
· I do believe that AI can enhance student learning experiences and support the achievement of learning objectives. As such, the use of generative AI tools (e.g., ChatGPT, Grammarly assistant, etc.) is permitted for the following activities:
· Fine tuning research questions
· Finding information on a topic
· Checking grammar and style.
· The use of generative AI tools is not permitted in this course for the following activities:
· impersonating you in classroom contexts, such as by using the tool to compose discussion board prompts assigned to you or content that you put into a formal class assignment/project.
· Completing group work that your group has assigned to you, unless it is mutually agreed upon that you may utilize the tool, and clearly defined by the instructor which components may use such technology.
· Writing a draft of a writing assignment.
· Writing entire sentences, paragraphs, or papers to complete class assignments.
· Students are responsible for the correct utilization of information submitted based on an AI query. Student use of AI tools must be properly documented and cited. Any assignment that is found to have used generative AI tools in unauthorized ways will be subject to disciplinary actions.
· The use of artificial intelligence (AI) tools, such as Chat GPT, has the potential for misuse. At Metro, we utilize Turnitin to disrupt plagiarism and ensure the integrity of ALL student work. 
· Suppose it is deemed that a student has used any AI tool to complete or over-supplement their work on an assignment/project. In that case, the student will receive: 
· No credit (zero/F letter grade)
· A family meeting will be scheduled.
· A notation of the violation in the student’s school record. 
Any academic dishonesty violation will affect recommendations written by the school for any student applying for post-secondary institutions, scholarships, and other educational programs.
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Anticipated Topics:
· Quarter 1: 
· Being a Successful Student: Academic integrity, avoiding plagiarism and cheating, study skills, proofreading, and taking notes.
· Forms of Writing: An overview of the types of writing, including personal essay, creative writing, expository essay, comparison and contrast, and argumentative essay.
· The Short Story/Writing about Literature: Covering elements of fiction including protagonist/antagonist, tone, theme, narration, direct and indirect characterization, character analysis, point of view, setting, foreshadowing, flashback, dialect, connotation/denotation, irony, inferences, imagery, mood, allusion, plot development, symbolism.
· Elements of Writing: An overview of the writing process, including methods of prewriting, drafting, organization, writing a thesis statement, revising, and basic grammar review.
· Literature Circles (The Book Talk and Book Review): An introduction to presentations, persuasive speech, and writing a critique.
· Quarter 2:
· Of Mice and Men by John Steinbeck
· A Raisin in the Sun by Lorraine Hansberry: Focus on elements of drama, including plot, theme, character development, setting.
· Fences by August Wilson: Added to begin practice with synthesizing literary texts. 
· Introduction of Rhetorical and Literary Analysis: Focus on the author’s style, syntax, tone, claim, allusion, ethos, logos, pathos, analogy, anecdote, argument, rhetoric, author’s purpose, audience, supporting an argument with details and evidence.
· Poetry Out Loud Competition: National poem performance competition in which Metro participates. Class and school-wide competition. See www.poetryoutloud.org for more information
· Quarter 3: 
· Writing Better Sentences: Improving sentence structure, developing writing style, combining sentences, sentence variety, concise writing, eliminating run-on sentences and redundancy.
· Argument and Rhetoric
· Significant Person Impact Paper: Focus on fine tuning research skills. Conducting research, taking notes, outlining, incorporating sources, drafting, revising, MLA guidelines.
· Advocacy Project: Students will focus on addressing a state/local issue to bring awareness for and present to the school. 
· Macbeth by William Shakespeare: Focus on conventions of drama, dramatic irony, satire, dialogue and characterization, Shakespeare, Elizabethan drama, sonnet, figurative language, tragedy/comedy, puns, foils, oxymoron, paradox, tone, metaphor, soliloquy, tragic flaw, irony, rhythm.
· Quarter 4:
· Poetry: Analyzing and understanding poetry, alliteration, assonance, consonance, enjambment, figurative language, imagery, simile, metaphor, onomatopoeia, introduction to scansion, personification, rhythm, diction, rhyme scheme, symbols, sound, oral tradition)
· The Poet X by Elizabeth Acevedo: Focus on novel in verse (poetry), author’s style, voice, sensory and poetic language, dialect, character development, setting, regionalism, realism
· Poetry Circles: Students will read collections from different poets and write a synthesis in which they critique rhetorical choices.



