Soldan Internal Studies High School
Music History/Understanding Music
Mr. Miller Band Director/Instrumental Music
Seamus.Miller@slps.org

Welcome to the Soldan ISHS Music History class. Music History is a non-performing class. This class is an educational experience that encourages and develops understanding and sensitivity to peoples from a broad spectrum of ethnic backgrounds. This class reflects the ethnic diversity of the world through representative song, instrumental selections, dances, guided listening, video, art, literature, and social studies. This class requires silent and oral reading, independent and group collaboration, and research. 
You will also study the fundamental concepts of music: melody, rhythm, texture, timbre, dynamics, etc. You will also study the genres of various cultures. Written reports and oral presentations are expected throughout the course. The book for this class is “Music! Its role and importance in our Lives”. We will also use handouts which will correspond with each unit covered. You are expected to keep up with all materials used for class. Assessments will be based on material discussed in class.

Course Objectives: 
1. Develop performance, analyzing, and responding skills through diverse musical cultures around the globe. 
2. Acquire enhanced awareness to the various eras, styles, elements, and components of music culture.
3. Create a personal system for responding to and evaluating music and music performances.
Course Outline:
I. Understanding Music
II. Music As Culture
III. Experiencing Music
IV. Find The Beat, Find The Rhythm 
V. American History through Music
VI. Music in Political and Social Movements
VII. Creating with Technology

Class Procedures:
1. All school handbook rules will apply to this classroom.  Playing and talking out of turn are both considered disruptive behaviors.  Horseplay will not be tolerated.
2. Everyone will respect the rights of others, including personal feelings, space and instruments.  Handling of, or in possession of, any other instrument other than your own will result in disciplinary action.  
3. Absolutely no food or drink in the classroom (outside of water.)
4. Students will be required to bring their computers every day for class. There are many multi-media activities and resources in which we will use computers as a means of accessing them. 
4. Students should be in their seats and ready to learn 5 minutes after the bell rings. During those 5 minutes, students should be completing the “Do Now” 
5. Every student has the right to feel comfortable when performing in our class. We will not do or say anything to make another person feel unsafe or uncomfortable while performing.
6. Pick up after yourself. You are not the only person who uses this room; therefore, you must hold yourself accountable for cleaning up your space.  

Expectations on Behavior
1. Keep your hands to yourself!
2. Treat each other with respect!
3. Please raise your hand for any questions you may have!
4. When using a class instrument, please use accordingly during the appropriate times.  

Grading: Grades will be weighted in percentages below
· Classwork-15%
· Projects-50%
· Quiz-15%
· Test-20%


GRADING SCALE AND POLICY
100 – 90%     A
89 – 80%       B
79 – 70%       C
69 – 60%       D
59 – 0%         F

COMMUNICATION: I have an open door policy. If you need to talk to me, I will do my best to be available for you. The best method of contacting Mr. Miller outside of class-time is through email at smiller1423@slps.org
