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Welcome!

Dear Parents and Guardians,

Welcome to our 5th grade class at Buder Elementary. I cannot wait for us to continue to grow as learners and develop our own classroom community. 
As the year begins, I would like to keep all of you informed on your child’s activities and responsibilities.  Below I have listed a few important topics I would like to share with you.
Classroom Expectations
Our school has four core behavior expectations: be safe, be respectful, be responsible, and be a buddy. Those are reflected in our classroom as well. If a student fails to adhere to our core expectations the procedure is as follows: 1) they will receive a warning or a reminder about which rule is being broken

2) if this behavior does not improve, students will have to document their choices and will lose a privilege

3) if the behavior still continues, parent contact will be made and, if needed, an administrative referral will occur.

I believe in open and frequent communication with my families so be on the lookout for class dojo messages, phone calls, or emails. I will make contact to share positive behaviors, academic progress, or exciting accomplishments as well as to partner with families over concerns at school. Please see the contact information included on the back for ways to reach me.

Class Pets
This year we will have two class pets! They are male guinea pigs named Sirius and Remus. These additions to our classroom will help reinforce our four Buder rules as we all work together to meet the daily needs of our animals. It has been well documented that having animals in the class increases feelings of empathy, results in a calmer environment, and brings a sense of comfort. Students will be permitted to handle the guinea pigs on weeks where it is their job to care for them. If there are any questions or concerns about our new pets, please reach out via email, class dojo, or phone. 
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Attendance
Fewer than five to thrive! Buder teachers do our best in helping your children reach their academic potential when they are present each day. Missing fewer than five days per semester ensures your child receives consistent instruction in reading, writing, math, science, and social studies as well as valuable social emotional learning. To promote this, teachers will be communicating frequently to celebrate students with good attendance and to partner with families to help make improvements as needed. 
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Standards-Based Grading (SBG)
All SLPS elementary classrooms will be utilizing standards-based grading this year. This is a system of grading at scores your child against the different learning goals (standards) that each child should acquire by the end of an academic school year.  SBG recognizes that learning is a process; therefore, students have many chances to show growth and mastery against these standards as the year progresses. Each standard will be scored as follows:

4- The student has mastered this standard above what is expected at grade level.

3- The student is meeting the grade level expectation for this standard.

2- The student is making progress towards meeting the grade level expectation for this standard but still requires assistance or has minor misconceptions.

1- The student is still working on this standard and/ or has major misconceptions.

NE- The student has not submitted any work to indicate they do or do not have a mastery of this standard. 

Thank you for your support and I know we are going to have a great 2023-2024 school year!
Sincerely,

Mrs. Brittanie Clement
We are one team: inspiring each other every day to grow in every way!
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Communication:
Phone: 1(314)352-4343
Email: Brittanie.Clement@slps.org
Address: 5319 Lansdowne Ave. 

St. Louis, MO 63109

Class Dojo App: https://www.classdojo.com/ul/p/addKid?target=class&class=CAMHVUL
Principal: Dr. Kevin Blankenship
Vice Principal: Raphael Rogers

AIC: Maria Medina
Secretary: Irene Cotton

Buder Pledge:
I believe in being a good citizen, at school and in my community. I pledge to attend school every day and to respect the rights of other, my parents, my teachers, and my fellow students. I will do my best at all times. To these ends, I pledge to devote myself so Buder will always be #1!
