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Grades 3-5 Math 

Aug 31-Oct 2 



 

Grades 3-5 Math Learning Plan 

Date Topic/Standard Instructional Video and Activity 
Week of Aug 

31st  

3.RA.A.1 (3.OA.A.1)***  
Interpret products of whole numbers. 
3.RA.A.4 (3.OA.A.3)***   
Use multiplication and division within 100 
to solve problems. 

Students complete the worksheet.  
1-1 Multiplication as repeated addition, 

1-2 Multiplication on the Number Line,  

1-3 Arrays and Multiplication 

 

Week of Sep 
7th  

3.RA.B.6 (3.OA.B.5, 6)***   
Apply properties of operations as 
strategies to multiply and divide. 
3.RA.A.2 (3.OA.A.2)***  
Interpret quotients of whole numbers. 

Students complete the worksheet.  
1-4 The Commutative Property  

1-5 Division as Sharing,  

1-6 Division as Repeated Subtraction,  

 

Week of Sep 
14th  

3.RA.A.4 (3.OA.A.3)***   
Use multiplication and division within 100 
to solve problems. 
3.RA.E.11 (3.OA.D.9)***   
Identify arithmetic patterns and explain the 
patterns using properties of operations. 

Students complete the worksheet.  
1-7 Math Practices and Problem Solving: Use 

Appropriate Tools 

2-1 5 as Factors,  

2-2 9 as a Factor,  

 

Week of Sep 
21st  

3.RA.B.6 (3.OA.B.5, 6)*** 
Apply properties of operations as 
strategies to multiply and divide. 

 

Students complete the worksheet.  
2-3 Apply Properties: Multiply by 0 & 1 

2-4 Multiply by 10,  

2-5 Multiplication Facts: 0,1,2,5,9 &10, 

Week of Sep 
28th  

3.RA.B.6 (3.OA.B.5, 6)***   
Apply properties of operations as 
strategies to multiply and divide. 

 

Students complete the worksheet.  
3-1 The Distributive Property 

3-2 Apply Properties: 3 as a Factor 

3-3 Apply Properties: 4 as a Factor 

 

Students are encouraged to maintain contact with their home school and classroom 
teacher(s). If you have not already done so, please visit your child’s school website to 
access individual teacher web pages for specific learning/assignment information. If you 
cannot reach your teacher and have elected to use these resources, please be mindful that 
some learning activities may require students to reply online, while others may require 
students to respond using paper and pencil.  In the event online access is not available, 
please record responses on paper. Completed work should be dropped off at your child’s 
school. Please contact your child’s school for the dates and times to drop off your child’s 

work. 
 
If you need additional resources to support virtual learning, please 
visit: https://www.slps.org/extendedresources 

 
 

https://stlps-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/znoorula6374_slps_org/EX3AttKw_WhBgvUprk2XYF8BcM9ECXglSuxoqRjLfIcnsA?e=iMzFVM
https://stlps-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/znoorula6374_slps_org/ET-xPbnbvVROrpChO0ABEuMB6q49vCCX531wieXr4I3vmg?e=CpBvCX
https://stlps-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/znoorula6374_slps_org/EQeEQ4lLU8pFoKkEfFwsl1UBPWL_oFJy88pQF91pwLsBhw?e=2W2Fv0
https://stlps-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/znoorula6374_slps_org/EcGsCmoNGUJAijRJOrfxzesBhJu_6PInTHwJnQgjYKUFaQ?e=M9spPI
https://stlps-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/znoorula6374_slps_org/ET-xPbnbvVROrpChO0ABEuMB6q49vCCX531wieXr4I3vmg?e=dXiS0f
https://stlps-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/znoorula6374_slps_org/EXn8Ljy0HjhApp991pby9-UBtRB0ETv87XberkPkNzsmqQ?e=B3HfgK
https://stlps-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/znoorula6374_slps_org/EQeEQ4lLU8pFoKkEfFwsl1UBPWL_oFJy88pQF91pwLsBhw?e=AcUFd3
https://stlps-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/znoorula6374_slps_org/EQeEQ4lLU8pFoKkEfFwsl1UBPWL_oFJy88pQF91pwLsBhw?e=AcUFd3
https://www.slps.org/extendedresources


*
Tools Assessment

Name
Practice 
Buddy

Do You Understand? Do You Know How?
1.  MP.2 Reasoning Can you write 

5 + 5 + 5 + 5 =  20 as a multiplication 
equation? Explain.

2.  MP.2 Reasoning Can you write 
3 + 4 + 7 =  14 as a multiplication 
equation? Explain.

3. Write an addition equation and a 
multiplication equation to solve this 
problem.  
Jessie buys 4 packages of stones. There 
are 6 stones in each package. How 
many stones does Jessie buy?

Complete 4 and 5. Use the pictures 
to help.

Leveled Practice Complete 6 and 7. Use the pictures to help.

6. 

2 groups of    

5 +   =   

2 ×   =   

7. 

5 groups of   

4 + 4 + 4 +   +   =   

5 ×   =   

8. 8 + 8 + 8 + 8 = 4 ×   

10. 9 +   +   = 3 ×   

4. 

2 groups of    

4 + 4 =   

2 ×   =   

5. 

   groups of 6

6 +   +   =   

3 ×   =   

In 8–11, complete each equation. Use counters or draw a picture to help.

9.   +   +   = 3 × 7

11. 6 + 6 + 6 + 6 + 6 =   ×   

*For another example, see Set A on page 51. 9Topic 1  Lesson 1-1



 Common Core Assessment

12.  MP.6 Be Precise Debra draws this 
shape on the back of her notebook.

What is the name of the shape Debra 
draws? How do you know?

14. Higher Order Thinking Luke says you 
can always add and you can always 
multiply to join groups. Is he correct? 
Explain why or why not.

13.  MP.4 Model with Math Salvatore 
gets 50 trading cards for his birthday. 
He trades some cards with his friend 
Madison. Salvatore gives 22 cards to 
Madison, and Madison gives 18 cards to 
Salvatore. Then Salvatore’s sister gives 
him 14 cards. How many trading cards 
does Salvatore have now? Use math to 
represent the problem.

16. Mark has 12 ears of field corn to make 
table decorations. He arranges them in 
2 groups of 6. How can you represent 
this? Choose all that apply.

 12 × 2

 2 + 2 + 2 + 2 + 2 + 2

 6 + 6

 2 × 6

 12 + 2 + 6

17. Jenna saves $5 each week. She wants 
to know how much money she has 
saved after 6 weeks. How can you 
represent this? Choose all that apply.

 5 + 5 + 5 + 5 + 5 + 5

 5 × 5

 5 + 6

 6 + 6 + 6 + 6 + 6

 5 × 6

15.  MP.3 Critique Reasoning Lois 
says any addition equation where the 
addends are all the same can be written 
as a multiplication equation. Is Lois 
correct? Explain why or why not.

10 Topic 1  Lesson 1-1 © Pearson Education, Inc. 3



*
Tools AssessmentPractice 

Buddy

150 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 141312

150 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 141312

150 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 141312

150 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 141312

Do You Understand? Do You Know How?

Name

1. On page 14, why do you skip count 
by 3s on the number line?

4. Jim ran 3 miles a day for 4 days in 
a row. How many miles did he run?

2. On page 14, why do you make five 
jumps on the number line?

In 4, complete the arrows on the 
number line to show the jumps and 
fill in the blanks.

In 5, show how you found the solution using the number line.

3.  MP.2 Reasoning How would the 
jumps on the number line look different 
if there were 4 pens in each gift bag?

Number of jumps:   

I skip counted by   .

Jim ran    miles.

  ×   =   

In 6 and 7, show the multiplication fact with arrows on the number line. Write the product.

5. Judy has 6 fruit baskets. She wants to put 2 apples into each basket. 
How many apples will she need? Draw the remaining jumps on the 
number line with arrows to show how many apples Judy will need.

6. 7 × 2 =   

Judy will need    apples.

7. 3 × 3 =   

*For another example, see Set B on page 51. 15Topic 1  Lesson 1-2



3 3 3 3 3 3

? beads

3 beads on each necklace

150 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 141312

160 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 141312 15

150 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 141312

150 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 141312

 Common Core Assessment

8. Nikki wants to use 3 glass beads in a 
necklace she is making. She wants to 
make 6 necklaces. How many glass 
beads will Nikki need? Write an addition 
equation and a multiplication equation.

9. Math and Science Guinea pigs in the 
wild usually live in groups of between 
5 and 10. The group members can 
warn each other of danger. If there are 
2 groups of 7 guinea pigs, how many 
guinea pigs are there in all? Use the 
number line to solve.

12. Suki invites 5 friends to a party. She 
gives each friend 2 party favors. How 
many party favors does she give out? 
Show how to find the answer using the 
number line.

 books party favors

13. In the last 5 months Stan read 3 books 
each month. How many books has 
he read in all? Show how to find the 
answer using the number line.

10.  MP.1 Make Sense and Persevere  
Tim drew this number line to show the 
multiplication fact 4 × 2 = 8.

11. Higher Order Thinking Draw a 
number line to compare skip counting 
by 3s four times and skip counting by 
4s three times. How are they different? 
How are they alike?

Which parts represent the factors? 
Which part shows the product?

16 Topic 1  Lesson 1-2 © Pearson Education, Inc. 3



*
Tools AssessmentPractice 

Buddy

Do You Understand? Do You Know How?

Name

1. Look at page 20. What does the first 
factor tell you about the array?

3. 
2. Mia puts muffins in 4 rows with  

7 muffins in each row. Draw an array  
to find the total number of muffins.

In 3 and 4, write a multiplication 
equation for each array.

In 5–7, fill in the blanks to show addition, skip counting, 
and multiplication for each array.

4. 

5. 

6 +  +  = 18

6,  ,  
3 ×  = 18

6. 

4 +  +  +  = 16

4,  ,  ,  
4 ×  = 16

7. 

8. 5 × 6 =   9. 2 × 9 =   

In 8 and 9, draw an array to show each equation. Write the product.

*For another example, see Set C on page 51.

 +   +  +  +  = 25

 ,  ,  ,  ,  

 ×  = 25

21Topic 1  Lesson 1-3



5 5 5

? nickels

5 nickels in each bank

3 piggy banks

D
A

TA

Trees in the Park

Birch //// //// ///

Oak //// //// //// //

Maple //// ////

Pine //

 Common Core Assessment

10.  MP.7 Look for Relationships Liza draws 
these two arrays. How are the arrays alike? How 
are they different?

11.  MP.3 Construct Arguments How many more oak 
trees are there than birch and pine trees? Explain how 
you know.

14. Mr. Lopez planted 8 rows of apple trees 
on his farm. The apple trees are in 5 
columns. How many trees are there in all?

𝖠 5 trees

𝖡 8 trees

𝖢 13 trees

𝖣 40 trees

15. Dan bought the stickers shown below. 
Which of the following shows how many 
stickers Dan bought?

𝖠 5 + 5

𝖡 5 × 4

𝖢 5 + 4

𝖣 5 - 4

12. Higher Order Thinking Margo has 
23 pictures. Can she use all the pictures 
to make an array with exactly two equal 
rows? Why or why not?

13. Delbert puts 5 nickels in each of his 
3 empty piggy banks. How many nickels 
did Delbert put in the banks? Write a 
multiplication equation to show how you 
solved the problem.

There are 5 rows. 
There are 4 stickers  

in each row.

22 Topic 1  Lesson 1-3 © Pearson Education, Inc. 3



*
Tools AssessmentPractice 

Buddy

Do You Understand? Do You Know How?

Name

1. Complete the following statement.

6 × 4 = 24, so 4 × 6 =   .

4. 5 × 2 =    2 × 5 =   2.  MP.7 Use Structure What multiplication 
fact can be paired with 2 × 8 = 16 
to make a pair of facts showing the 
Commutative Property of Multiplication?

In 4, draw an array and give the 
product for each fact.

In 5 and 6, complete the equation.

In 7 and 8, write a multiplication equation for each array in the pair.

3. Why is the Commutative Property of 
Multiplication sometimes called the 
order property?

5. 5 × 2 =   × 5

6. 6 × 1 = 1 ×   

7. 8. 

9. 5 × 6 =    6 × 5 =   

10. 5 × 3 =   × 5 11. 8 ×   = 4 × 8 12.   × 6 = 6 × 7

In 9, draw an array to show each equation. Write the products. 

In 10–12, fill in the missing number.

*For another example, see Set D on page 52. 27Topic 1  Lesson 1-4



 Common Core Assessment

13. Effie earns $26 from babysitting and $45 
from mowing lawns. She spends $12  
on lunch. How much money does Effie 
have now?

15. Higher Order Thinking Ramόn says 
he can use the Commutative Property 
of Multiplication to show the product 
of 4 × 6 is the same as the product of 
3 × 8. Is he correct? Why or why not?

17. How do the arrays at the right show the 
Commutative Property of Multiplication?

Bar diagrams can show 
addition or subtraction.

14.  MP.7 Use Structure Chen arranged 
32 berries in the array shown below.

What other array can he use to show 
the same number of  berries?

16. A-ZA-Z  Vocabulary Fill in the blanks. You 
can show the Commutative Property 
of Multiplication using 2 arrays. 
The number of  in the 
first array is equal to the number of 

 in the second array. 
The number of  in the 
first array is equal to the number of 

 in the second array.

28 Topic 1  Lesson 1-4 © Pearson Education, Inc. 3



*
Tools AssessmentPractice 

Buddy

12

? ?

16

? ? ? ? ? ? ? ?

18

? ? ?

Do You Understand? Do You Know How?

Name

In 3 and 4, draw a picture to solve.

In 5 and 6, draw a picture to solve.

In 7–10, complete each equation.

3. 15 bananas are shared equally by  
3 monkeys. How many bananas 
does each monkey get?

5. 18 marbles are divided equally into 
6 sacks. How many marbles are in  
each sack?

6. 16 crayons are shared equally by  
2 people. How many crayons does  
each person have?

7. 12 , 2 = □ 8. 16 , 8 = □

4. 16 plants are divided equally into 
4 pots. How many plants are in 
each pot?

9. 9 , 3 =   10. 14 , 7 =   

1. 18 eggs are divided into 3 rows. How 
many eggs are in each row? Use the bar 
diagram to solve.

2.  MP.6 Be Precise Can 12 grapes be 
shared equally among 5 children with 
no grapes remaining? Explain.

18 , 3 =    eggs

*For another example, see Set E on page 52. 33Topic 1  Lesson 1-5



11.  MP.3 Critique Reasoning Jim is 
putting 18 pens into equal groups. He 
says if he puts them into 2 equal groups 
he will have more pens in each group 
than if he puts them in 3 equal groups. 
Is Jim correct? Explain.

12.  MP.1 Make Sense and Persevere  
Ms. Terry’s class is hosting a fundraising 
challenge. The students in her class are 
divided into 4 teams. Each team has an 
equal number of students. Do you have 
enough information to find how many 
students are on each team? Explain.

14.  MP.4 Model with Math The flag 
bearers in a parade march in 9 rows with 
5 flags in each row. Write an equation to 
show how many flags there are.

15. Number Sense Jenn equally shares 
40 jellybeans with some friends. Is the 
number that each friend gets greater 
than 40 or less than 40? Explain.

13. Erika draws a hexagon. Maria draws a 
pentagon. Who draws the shape with 
more sides? How many more sides does 
that shape have?

17. Max has the 14 stickers shown 
at the right. He wants to put an 
equal number of stickers on each 
of 2 posters. Draw circles in each 
box to represent the stickers Max 
puts on each poster.

16. Higher Order Thinking Joy has 
12 shells. She gives 2 shells to her mom. 
Then she and her sister share the other 
shells equally. How many shells does Joy 
get? How many shells does her sister get? 
How do you know?

 Common Core Assessment

Poster 1

Poster 2

34 Topic 1  Lesson 1-5 © Pearson Education, Inc. 3



*
Tools AssessmentPractice 

Buddy

Name

Do You Understand? Do You Know How?
1. Show how you can use repeated 

subtraction to find how many 
groups of 4 there are in 20. Then 
write a division equation to solve 
the problem.

3. Ruth has 15 dog treats. She gives 
each of her dogs 3 treats. How many 
dogs does Ruth have?

2. The bell choir has 16 gloves. There are 
2 gloves in each pair. How many pairs 
of gloves are there?

In 2 and 3, use counters or draw 
a picture to solve.

Leveled Practice In 4 and 5, complete the equations.

4. Ruth picks 14 apples. She places 
7 apples in each bag. How many bags 
does Ruth have?

14 - 7 =  
 - 7 =  
  , 7 =  
Ruth has   bags.

5. The wagons on the farm have 4 wheels 
each. There are 12 wheels. How many 
wagons are on the farm?

12 - 4 =  
 - 4 =  
 -  =  
  ,  =  
There are   wagons.

6. Shirley bought 30 markers that came in 
packages of 5 markers each. How many 
packages did Shirley buy?

7. Marcus has 18 pencils. He places 
2 pencils on each desk. How many desks 
are there?

*For another example, see Set E on page 52.

In 6 and 7, use counters or draw a picture to solve.

39Topic 1  Lesson 1-6



D
A

TA

Money in Pockets

Claudia 18 cents

Zoe 12 cents

Jenna 15 cents

 Common Core Assessment

8.  MP.8 Generalize The chart shows 
the number of pennies each of three friends has 
in her pocket. Each friend divides her money into 
piles of 3 coins. Write division equations to show 
how many equal piles each friend can make. 
Explain what repeats in the equations and how it 
helps you solve.

9. If Zoe makes columns of 6 pennies each, how 
many rows does she make?

10.  MP.4 Model with Math Bella has $52.  
She spends $21, then finds $12. How 
much money does she have now? Use 
math to represent the problem.

12. Eric writes the following:

20 - 5 = 15
15 - 5 = 10
10 - 5 = 5
5 - 5 = 0
What equation could Eric use to 
represent the same problem? 

𝖠 5 × 5 =  25

𝖡 5 , 5 =  1

𝖢 15 , 5 =  3

𝖣 20 , 5 =  4

13. Jacqui writes the following:

Which problem is Jacqui trying 
to solve?

𝖠 24 , 8

𝖡 24 , 6

𝖢 24 - 16

𝖣 24 × 3

11. Higher Order Thinking An ice cream 
store plans to make 8 new flavors each 
year. How many years will it take for 
the store to make 80 flavors? Write and 
solve an equation.

40 Topic 1  Lesson 1-6 © Pearson Education, Inc. 3



*
Tools AssessmentPractice 

Buddy

Name

*For another example, see Set F on page 52.

 MP.5 Use Appropriate Tools 

3 friends each have 8 books. They put their books  
into 4 equal piles. How many books are in each pile?

1. Choose a tool to represent the problem.  
Explain why you chose that tool.

15 students are working in equal groups to make posters. There are 
5 students in each group. For each group of students, there needs to be 
2 adults helping. How many adults are needed?

3. Choose a tool to represent the problem.  
Explain why you chose that tool.

2. Solve the problem.  
Explain how you used the tool you chose.

 MP.5 Use Appropriate Tools
You can also use a 

digital tool. Technology 
can help you solve  

a problem.

4. Solve the problem. Explain how you used the tool you chose.

5. The posters need to be 20 inches long. What tool could the students 
use to check the posters are the correct size?  
Explain how they could use this tool.

45Topic 1  Lesson 1-7



 Common Core Performance Assessment

Think about what 
you need to do in the 
problem. Then choose  
a tool that can help  

you solve it.

Bottle Cap Display 
The soda bottle caps at the right are shared equally 
between Kerry and Nita. There are 4 orange bottle caps. 
Kerry wants to arrange her bottle caps into an array.

6. MP.1 Make Sense and Persevere What do you need 
to find out before you make an array? Show a way to 
find this. You can use a tool to help.

7. MP.5 Use Appropriate Tools Choose a tool to represent 
the array of soda bottle caps. Explain why you chose  
that tool.

8. MP.4 Model with Math Draw a picture to show one 
way the array might look. Then write a multiplication 
equation for the array.

9. MP.7 Use Structure Write a different multiplication 
equation with the same two factors you used in 8. Has 
the product changed? Explain.

10. MP.3 Critique Reasoning Kerry says she can use a 
tens rod to represent the array. Do you agree? Explain.

46 Topic 1  Lesson 1-7 © by Savvas Learning Company LLC. 3



Tools AssessmentPractice 
Buddy

Name

*

Another Example!

Do You Know How?Do You Understand?

Multiples are the products of a number and other whole numbers. 

In 3–5, find each product.1. Is 25 a multiple of 2 or 5?  
How do you know?

3. 2 × 4 =    2 × 1 = 2 
 2 × 2 = 4 
 2 × 3 =    
 2 × 4 =   2.  MP.7 Use Structure Bert says 

2 × 9 is 19. How can you use patterns 
to show Bert’s answer is wrong?

In 6–12, find the missing product or factor.

6. 2 × 2 =   7. 3 ×   = 15 8.   × 2 = 14

9. 6
× 5

10. 
4

× 2
11. 9

× 2
12. 5

× 7

The products for the 2s facts are multiples of 2. 
Multiples of 2 end in 0, 2, 4, 6, or 8.

The products for the 5s facts are multiples of 5. 
Multiples of 5 end in 0 or 5.

4.  8
× 2

5. 5
× 8

D
A

TA

2s Facts

0 × 2 = 0 5 × 2 = 10

1 × 2 = 2 6 × 2 = 12

2 × 2 = 4 7 × 2 = 14

3 × 2 = 6 8 × 2 = 16

4 × 2 = 8 9 × 2 = 18

D
A

TA

5s Facts

0 × 5 = 0 5 × 5 = 25

1 × 5 = 5 6 × 5 = 30

2 × 5 = 10 7 × 5 = 35

3 × 5 = 15 8 × 5 = 40

4 × 5 = 20 9 × 5 = 45

*For another example, see Set A on page 99. 63Topic 2  Lesson 2-1



Copyright © by Savvas Learning Company LLC. 3

 Common Core Assessment

13.  MP.1 Make Sense and Persevere  
Eric has some nickels. He says they are 
worth exactly 34 cents. Can you tell if 
Eric is correct or not? Why or why not?

15. Shannon traded 6 nickels in for dimes. 
How many dimes did Shannon receive?

17. April has the coins shown below.

19. Write each number in the correct column to show if it is a multiple of 2 or 5.

Multiple of 2 Multiple of 5

5 6 10 14 18 25

14.  MP.3 Critique Reasoning Brian said 
78 + 92 + 85 is greater than 300. Explain 
why Brian’s answer is not reasonable.

16. Math and Science Mike watches how 
the pendulum swings in his clock. He 
notices that it swings 1 time every 
2 seconds. How long will it take to swing 
5 times?

18. Higher Order Thinking Jake went 
bowling. On his first turn, he knocked 
down 2 pins. On his second turn, he 
knocked down twice as many pins. So far, 
how many pins has Jake knocked down? 
How do you know?

April counted the value of her coins 
in cents. List the numbers April would 
have named.

64 Topic 2  Lesson 2-1



*

Do You Understand? Do You Know How?

Tools AssessmentPractice 
Buddy

Name

In 3–10, find each product.1.  MP.3 Critique Reasoning Paul 
thinks 3 × 9 is 24. Use a 9s pattern to 
show Paul is wrong.

In 11–22, find the missing product or factor.

3. 9 × 2 =   

4. 5 × 9 =   

5. 7 × 9 =   

6. 4 × 9 =   

7. 2 × 9 =   

8. 6 × 9 =   

2.  MP.7 Look for Relationships Look 
at the table of 9s facts on page 68. 
Describe a number pattern in the 
multiples of 9.

9. 3
× 9

10. 8
× 9

11. 9 × 0 =   12. 2 ×   = 18 13.   × 9 = 72 14. 9 × 9 =   

15. 4
× 9

16. 9
× 5

17. 9
× 7

18. 9
× 1

19. What is 9 × 3?   20. What is 9 × 6?   

21. What is 0 × 9?    22. What is 9 × 8?   

You can use 
patterns to solve 

multiplication  
facts with 9s.

*For another example, see Set B on page 99. 69Topic 2  Lesson 2-2



D
A

TA

Library Book Sale

Paperback Books $5

Hardcover Books $9

Magazines $2

Copyright © by Savvas Learning Company LLC. 3

 Common Core Assessment

23.  MP.2 Reasoning The library is 
having a used book sale. How much 
do 4 hardcover books cost? Draw a 
number line to show the answer.

24. Higher Order Thinking How much 
more would Chico spend if he bought 
3 hardcover books rather than 3 
paperback books? Show how you 
found the answer.

26. The owner of a flower shop put 
9 sunflowers in each of 6 vases. Then 
he counted the flowers by 9s. List the 
numbers he named.

28. Which numbers are NOT multiples of 9? 
Choose all that apply.

 9

 16

 18

 21

 23

29. Which numbers are multiples of 9? 
Choose all that apply.

 18

 36

 42

 54

 69

25.  MP.1 Make Sense and Persevere  
Maggie bought only magazines. The clerk 
told her she owed $15. How does Maggie 
know the clerk made a mistake?

27. Number Sense Chris and Jerome played 
a video game. Chris scored 437 points. 
Jerome scored 398 points. Who scored 
more points? Explain your answer using 
7 , 6 , or = .

In 23–25, use the table to the right.

70 Topic 2  Lesson 2-2



*

Do You Understand? Do You Know How?

Tools AssessmentPractice 
Buddy

Name

In 3–8, find each product. 

In 9–15, find each product. 

3. 

3 × 1 =   

4. 

3 × 0 =   

16. 1 × 6○ 8 × 0 17. 0 × 6○ 6 × 0 18. 0 × 7○ 5 × 1

19. 0 × 0○ 0 × 9 20. 1 × 7○   5 × 1 21. 1 × 4○ 4 × 1

9. 0 × 4 =   10. 1 × 6 =   11. 4 × 1 =   

12. 9
× 1

13. 0
× 2

14. 1
× 1

15. 6
× 0

5. 1 × 7 =   

6. 5 × 0 =   

7. 4
× 0

8. 2
× 1

1.  MP.1 Make Sense and Persevere  
Draw a number line to show 8 × 1 = 8.

2. Chad has 6 plates. There is 1 apple 
and 0 grapes on each plate. How 
many apples are there? How many 
grapes are there?

In 16–21, write 6 , 7, or =  in each○ to compare.

You can use the 
Identity and Zero 

Properties of 
Multiplication to find 

these products.

*For another example, see Set C on page 99. 75Topic 2  Lesson 2-3
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 Common Core Assessment

24. Tickets for a school concert are free 
to students. The cost is $1 for each 
adult. What is the total cost of tickets 
for 5 students?

26.  MP.2 Reasoning The children in the third-grade 
classes are having a bike parade. Barb’s class has 
18 bikes. Tim’s class has some rows of bikes with 
5 bikes in each row. Tim’s class has more bikes than 
Barb’s class. How many rows of bikes could Tim’s 
class have? Explain.

27. Is the equation correct? Choose Yes or No.

 27a. 1 × 4 = 1   ○ Yes   ○ No

 27b. 4 × 4 = 0   ○ Yes   ○ No

 27c. 7 × 1 = 7   ○ Yes   ○ No

 27d. 0 × 9 = 9   ○ Yes   ○ No

25. Higher Order Thinking The product 
of two factors is 0. One of the factors is 
0. Can you tell what the other factor is? 
Explain your answer.

22.  MP.3 Critique Reasoning Brent 
drew this model to show 5 groups of 
1 is the same as 1 group of 5. Is Brent 
correct? Explain how you know. 

23.  MP.1 Make Sense and Persevere  
A unicycle relay team has 4 riders. Each 
rider has one unicycle. If each unicycle 
has 1 wheel, how many wheels does 
the team have? What property of 
multiplication can you use to find  
the answer?
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0 20 4010 30 50

1 2 3

0 20 4010 30 50 0 20 4010 30 50

Another Example!

Do You Know How?Do You Understand?

Tools AssessmentPractice 
Buddy

Name

In 9–14, find the missing product or factor.

In 7 and 8, use the number lines to help find the product.

In 3–6, find each product.

3. 2 × 10 =   0

4. 6 × 10 =   0

5. 8 × 10 =   

6. 9 × 10 =   

1.  MP.2 Reasoning Is 91 a multiple 
of 10? Explain.

2.  MP.8 Generalize If you multiply 
any one-digit number by 10, what 
do you write in the tens digit of the 
product?

9. 10 × 2 =   0 10. 9 × 10 =   0 11. 7 × 10 =   0

7. 1 × 10 =   8. 5 × 10 =   

12. 3 × 10 =   13. 5 ×   = 50 14. 80 = 10 ×   

You can use a number line to find 3 × 10.

3 × 10 = 30

*For another example, see Set D on page 100. 81Topic 2  Lesson 2-4
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 Common Core Assessment

Month Amount Eddie Owes

April $65 - $12 =    

May     -  $12 =    

June    -    =    

July    -    =    

15.  MP.2 Reasoning Eddie borrowed 
$65 from his dad. Every month, he pays 
back $12. Complete the table to find how 
much money Eddie still owes his dad after 
4 months.

D
A

TA

Food  
Item

Number of 
Packages

Number in 
Each Package

Hot dogs 8 10

Rolls 10 9

Juice boxes 7 10

16.  MP.4 Model with Math Kimmy 
bought 7 tickets to a concert. Each 
ticket costs $10. She also paid $5 
to have the tickets delivered. Write 
equations to show how much money 
Kimmy spent in all.

17.  MP.7 Use Structure Write an addition 
equation and a multiplication equation 
for the array below.

20. Mai had 8 packs of pens. Each pack had 10 pens. She gave 5 packs to Ervin and 3 packs to Sara.

Part A

How many pens did Mai start with?

Part B

Did Mai give more pens to Ervin or to Sara? 
Explain how you know.

18. Use the table to find the total number of 
juice boxes bought for a school picnic.

19. Higher Order Thinking Look at 
the table at the top of page 80. Greg 
multiplied 5 × 10 to find how many 
more miles he biked than swam in the 
10 weeks. Does that make sense? Why 
or why not?

Juice boxes:   

82 Topic 2  Lesson 2-4



*

0 20 4010 30 50

1 2 3

0 20 4010 30 50 0 20 4010 30 50

Another Example!

Do You Know How?Do You Understand?

Tools AssessmentPractice 
Buddy

Name

In 9–14, find the missing product or factor.

In 7 and 8, use the number lines to help find the product.

In 3–6, find each product.

3. 2 × 10 =   0

4. 6 × 10 =   0

5. 8 × 10 =   

6. 9 × 10 =   

1.  MP.2 Reasoning Is 91 a multiple 
of 10? Explain.

2.  MP.8 Generalize If you multiply 
any one-digit number by 10, what 
do you write in the tens digit of the 
product?

9. 10 × 2 =   0 10. 9 × 10 =   0 11. 7 × 10 =   0

7. 1 × 10 =   8. 5 × 10 =   

12. 3 × 10 =   13. 5 ×   = 50 14. 80 = 10 ×   

You can use a number line to find 3 × 10.

3 × 10 = 30

*For another example, see Set D on page 100. 81Topic 2  Lesson 2-4
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 Common Core Assessment

Month Amount Eddie Owes

April $65 - $12 =    

May     -  $12 =    

June    -    =    

July    -    =    

15.  MP.2 Reasoning Eddie borrowed 
$65 from his dad. Every month, he pays 
back $12. Complete the table to find how 
much money Eddie still owes his dad after 
4 months.

D
A

TA

Food  
Item

Number of 
Packages

Number in 
Each Package

Hot dogs 8 10

Rolls 10 9

Juice boxes 7 10

16.  MP.4 Model with Math Kimmy 
bought 7 tickets to a concert. Each 
ticket costs $10. She also paid $5 
to have the tickets delivered. Write 
equations to show how much money 
Kimmy spent in all.

17.  MP.7 Use Structure Write an addition 
equation and a multiplication equation 
for the array below.

20. Mai had 8 packs of pens. Each pack had 10 pens. She gave 5 packs to Ervin and 3 packs to Sara.

Part A

How many pens did Mai start with?

Part B

Did Mai give more pens to Ervin or to Sara? 
Explain how you know.

18. Use the table to find the total number of 
juice boxes bought for a school picnic.

19. Higher Order Thinking Look at 
the table at the top of page 80. Greg 
multiplied 5 × 10 to find how many 
more miles he biked than swam in the 
10 weeks. Does that make sense? Why 
or why not?

Juice boxes:   

82 Topic 2  Lesson 2-4



*
Tools AssessmentPractice 

Buddy

Name

Do You Understand? Do You Know How?
1. To find 6 × 5, how does knowing  

5 × 6 = 30 help you?

3. 5 × 9 =   4. 2 × 1 =   

5. 0 × 10 =   6. 5 × 4 =   

7. 1
× 2

8. 2
× 72. How can you find 8 + 8 + 8 + 8 + 8 

without adding?

In 3–9, find each product.

In 10–26, find each product.

10. 2 × 5 =   11. 9 × 0 =   12. 1 × 4 =   

16. 2
× 10

17. 2
× 1

18. 9
× 9

19. 7
× 2

13.   = 6 × 2 14. 10 × 6 =   15.   = 7 × 1

24. What is 1 × 1? 25. What is 10 × 10? 26. What is 3 × 9?

20. 9
× 3

21. 0
× 7

22. 4
× 5

23. 5
× 7

*For another example, see Set E on page 100.

9. What is 4 × 9? 
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4

2
111

10

8
39
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 Common Core Assessment

33. Draw lines to match each pair of factors on the left with its 
product on the right.

27.  MP.3 Critique Reasoning Abdi says 
that 9 × 6 is less than 10 × 4 because 9 
is less than 10. Do you agree with Abdi’s 
reasoning? Explain why or why not.

28.  MP.4 Model with Math Victoria has 
5 pairs of shoes. What equation could 
Victoria write to find out how many shoes 
she has?

29. Show 7:50 on the clock.

31.  MP.7 Use Structure Kim makes 
an array with 4 rows and 9 columns. 
Rashida makes an array with 9 rows and 
4 columns. Whose array has more items? 
Explain.

30. Robb has 35 red counters and 39 yellow 
counters. He gives his sister 18 red 
counters. How many counters does Robb 
have left?

32. Higher Order Thinking Look at the 
table on page 86. Think about what you 
know about Brendan’s points. What is the 
total number of points Brendan scored 
for all his arrows?

2 × 8

10 × 9

5 × 5

4 × 1

7 × 10

4

16

25

70

90

Think about the  
different ways you know to 
find multiplication facts.
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One Pack

Phil’s Packs

? pieces of gum

_____
_____

_____ _____ _____ _____ _____ _____

_____
pieces of gum_____

?

Tools AssessmentPractice 
Buddy

Name

 MP.4 Model with Math  
A pack of gum contains 5 pieces. Phil had 
7 packs of gum before he lost 2 pieces. How 
many pieces of gum does Phil have now?

1. What is the hidden question you need to 
answer before you can solve the problem?

2. Solve the problem. Complete 
the bar diagrams. Show the 
equations you used.

 MP.4 Model with Math  
Jen bought 4 tickets. Amber bought 5 tickets. The tickets 
cost $2 each. How much did the girls spend on tickets in all?

3. What is the hidden question you need to 
answer before you can solve the problem?

4. Solve the problem. Complete the bar 
diagrams. Show the equations you used.

5. How would your equations change if Amber 
bought only 3 tickets? Explain.

Model with math.  
You can represent and 
solve each step in a  
two-step problem.

*For another example, see Set F on page 100. 93Topic 2  Lesson 2-6



D
A

TA

Coffee Shop Prices

Cup Cost

Small $2

Regular $4

Large $5

 Common Core Performance Assessment
Coffee Shop  
David and Jon are placing coffee orders for their friends. 
David orders 10 large cups of coffee.  
Jon orders 4 fewer large cups than David.  
Jon pays for his orders with a $50 bill.  
Jon wants to know how much he spent on coffee.

7. MP.4 Model with Math Find how much Jon spent on 
coffee. Complete the bar diagrams. Show the equations 
you used.

8. MP.3 Critique Reasoning Jamie says the equation  
0 × $2 = $0 shows the amount Jon spent on small 
cups of coffee. Is he correct? Explain.

9. MP.2 Reasoning Would David have 
enough money if he paid for his order  
with a $20 bill? Explain.

6. MP.1 Make Sense and Persevere What is a good plan 
to find the amount Jon spent on coffee?

Model with math. Think 
about the math you know 

to solve the problem.
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Tools AssessmentPractice 

Buddy

Name

Do You Understand? Do You Know How?

*For another example, see Set A on page 159.

1. Rafael broke up an array for 6 × 3 
into two new arrays. Both of his new 
arrays are the same. What were the 
two arrays?

3. 

  × 8 = (   × 8) + (2 × 8)

2. Use Structure Ann broke up a large 
array into two smaller arrays. The two 
smaller arrays show 1 × 8 and 4 × 8.  
What was the large array that Ann 
started with?

In 3 and 4, use the smaller arrays 
and the Distributive Property to find 
each missing factor. You may use 
counters to help.

In 5 and 6, separate the rows in the large array into two smaller arrays. Write the new facts.

5. 

4 × 5 = (    ×    ) +  (    ×    )

6. 

5 × 6 = (    ×    ) +  (    ×    )

4 × 8

3 × 5

4. 

  ×   = (   × 5) + (1 ×    )

In 7–10, use the Distributive Property to find each missing factor. 
Use counters and arrays to help.

7. 6 × 8 = (4 ×    ) + (2 × 8)

9. (    × 7) = (3 × 7) + (2 ×    )

8. 10 × 3 = (   × 3) + (2 × 3)

10. (8 ×    ) = (   × 8) + (4 × 8)

111Topic 3  Lesson 3-1



? jellybeans

7 7 7 7 7

Copyright © by Savvas Learning Company LLC. 3

11. Model with Math Paige bakes  
5 cupcakes. She puts 7 jellybeans on 
each cupcake. How many jellybeans 
does Paige need? Use the bar diagram 
to help write an equation.

12. Critique Reasoning Fred wants to 
separate the rows of the array below 
into a 2 × 4 array and a 3 × 4 array. 
Can Fred do this? Explain.

17. Choose all of the ways you can  
separate the rows of the array at 
the right.

 (2 × 7) + (5 × 7)

 (4 × 7) + (1 × 7)

 (2 × 7) + (3 × 7)

 (2 × 5) + (5 × 7)

 (3 × 7) + (2 × 7)

13. Lane uses counters to make a 4 × 7 
array and a 1 × 7 array. What size array 
can he make using all of these counters?

14. Gavin had $75 on Monday. On Tuesday 
he spent $23. Then he spent $14 on 
Wednesday. How much money does he 
have left?

15. A-ZA-Z  Vocabulary Explain how you 
can use the Distributive Property to 
solve 9 × 6. 

16. Higher Order Thinking How can you 
use 3 × 5 = 15 to help you find 6 × 5?

Assessment
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Tools AssessmentPractice 

Buddy

Name

Do You Understand? Do You Know How?

*For another example, see Set B on page 159.

1. Selena arranged plants in 3 rows in her 
garden. She put 6 plants in each row. 
How many plants did Selena arrange?

3. 3 × 10 =   4. 3 × 6 =   
2. Use Structure Alicia has 3 vases. She 

wants 9 flowers in each vase. She buys 
enough flowers for 2 vases. For the third 
vase, she cuts 9 flowers from her garden. 
How can Alicia use 2 × 9 = 18 to find 
how many flowers she needs?

In 3–8, multiply. You may use  
counters or pictures to help.

Leveled Practice In 9–20, multiply. You may use counters or pictures to help.

5. 3
× 8

6. 3
× 2

7. 3
× 7

8. 3
× 3

9. 3 × 4

2 × 4 =   

 1 × 4 =   

  8 + 4 =   

10. 3 × 5

2 × 5 =   

1 × 5 =   

10 + 5 =   

11. 2 × 3 =   12. 9 × 3 =   13. 10 × 3 =   

14. 8 × 3 =   15. 5 × 3 =   16. 0 × 3 =   

17. 7
× 3

18. 3
× 1

19. 3
× 3

20. 4
× 3
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TA

Number of Stamps in  
Different Packages

Kind of 
Stamp

Number of 
Rows

Number in 
Each Row

Dinosaur 3 7

Car 3 9

Outer Space 3 8

Reptile 5 6

Copyright © by Savvas Learning Company LLC. 3

21. What is the total number of stamps in a 
package of car stamps and a package of 
outer space stamps? Show how you found 
the answer.

25. Mr. Torres has some tomatoes. He arranges them in 3 rows  
and 8 columns.

(3 ×         ) +  (3 ×         ) =           tomatoes

Part B

Draw a picture to represent this problem.

23. Critique Reasoning Allison bought  
10 packages of energy bars. Each 
package contains 6 bars. Allison says 
she has a total of 65 energy bars. Is her 
answer reasonable? Why or why not?

22. Use Appropriate Tools Cara bought  
1 package of reptile stamps. What tool could 
you use to find the total number of stamps 
that Cara bought?

24. Higher Order Thinking What two 
multiplication facts can help you find 
3 × 9? How could you use 3 × 9 to  
find 9 × 3?

Part A

Complete the equation and find the total 
number of tomatoes.

Assessment
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Do You Understand? Do You Know How?

Tools AssessmentPractice 
Buddy

Name

*For another example, see Set B on page 159.

1. Besides using a 2s fact and doubling 
it, what is another way to break apart 
4 × 7 using facts you already know?

2. Nolan made lamps to sell at the school 
art show. He made 9 lamps each week 
for 4 weeks. How many lamps did  
Nolan make?

In 3–8, multiply. You may use  
counters or pictures to help.

Leveled Practice In 9–17, multiply. You may use counters or pictures to help.

3. 3 × 4 =   4. 5 × 4 =   

5. 4 × 9 =   6. 1 × 4 =   

7. 2
× 4

8. 10
× 4

9. Find 4 × 6.

2 × 6 =   

2 × 6 =   

             12 + 12 =   

So, 4 × 6 =   .

11. 4 × 8 =   12. 4 × 3 =   13. 6 × 4 =   

14. 7
× 4

15. 9
× 4

16. 4
× 5

17. 4
× 2

10. Find 4 × 9.

2 × 9 =   

2 × 9 =   

             18 + 18 =   

So, 4 × 9 =   .
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TA

Trail Walk Supplies

Item
Number of 
Packages 
Needed

Number of 
Items in Each 

Package

Apples 2 8

Cereal Bars 4 6

Juice Drinks 4 3

Copyright © by Savvas Learning Company LLC. 3

18. Make Sense and Persevere James needs 
to buy supplies for his trail walk. What is the 
total number of cereal bars James needs to 
buy? Explain how you used the table to find 
the answer.

22. Bess has boxes of candles on the table. 
Each box has 4 candles. If Bess skip 
counts the candles in groups of 4, which 
list shows numbers she names?

23. Ramona has 9 candy boxes with 
4 chocolate-covered cherries in each. 
Which of the following shows a way 
she can find how many candies there are 
in all?

𝖠 (4 × 2) +  (4 × 2)

𝖡 (9 × 2) +  (9 × 2)

𝖢 (9 × 2) +  (4 × 2)

𝖣 (9 +  2) × (4 +  2)

19. Reasoning How many more apples than 
juice drinks does James need? Show how 
you found the answer.

20. Math and Science Martin studied slugs 
in science class. He learned each slug has 
4 feelers. That evening, he saw 7 slugs. 
How many feelers did all the slugs have? 
What are two strategies you can use to 
find the answer?

21. Higher Order Thinking Lila makes a 
chart that has 9 rows and 4 columns. How 
many spaces are in her chart? Explain why  
Lila can use 9s facts or 4s facts to solve.

𝖠 8, 12, 16, 20

𝖡 8, 12, 14, 18

𝖢 4, 6, 12, 14

𝖣 4, 8, 10, 14

Assessment
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3-5 Social Studies

1. A New Home 5.H.3.A.b – Describe the impact of migration on immigrants and the United States c. 1800-2000.
2. A Rally Against Poverty
3. Born to Run? 4.GS.2.C Explain how authoritative decisions are made, enforced and interpreted by the federal government across historical time periods 

and/or current events.
4. Democracy of Ancient Athens 5.GS.2.A – Explain how the purpose and roles of government have been debated across historical time periods to current 

times.
5. Gold Rush 5.H.3.F – Investigate the causes and consequences of westward expansion c. 1800-2000.
6. Leading Lady 4.GS.2.C Explain how authoritative decisions are made, enforced and interpreted by the federal government across historical time periods 

and/or current events.
7. Meet the Judge! 4.GS.2.C Explain how authoritative decisions are made, enforced and interpreted by the federal government across historical time periods 

and/or current events.
8. My Job Rules! 4.GS.2.C Explain how authoritative decisions are made, enforced and interpreted by the federal government across historical time periods 

and/or current events.
9. Oral Histories  5.S.7.B.a – Use visual tools to interpret, draw conclusions, make predictions, and communicate information and ideas.
10.Saving for a Cause!: Pennies for Your Health! 3.E.4.A.b Define natural, capital and human resources.
11.President of the United States 4.GS.2.C Explain how authoritative decisions are made, enforced and interpreted by the federal government across historical 

time periods and/or current events.
12.Sailing for Freedom 4.H.3.A.c Describe the reasons African peoples were enslaved and brought to the Americas prior to 1800. 
13.American Government - The Mayflower Compact 4.GS.2.A Explain how the purpose and roles of government were debated c. early settlements to 1800.
14.The Old Stone House 4.EG.5.D Analyze how people are affected by, depend on, adapt to and change their physical environments in the past and in the 

present.
15.The Treasure Hunt-3.EG.5.B.b Describe and use absolute location using a grid system.
16.Tour the White House 4.GS.2.C Explain how authoritative decisions are made, enforced and interpreted by the federal government across historical time 

periods and/or current events.
17.Walking Tall 4.PC.1.D Examine ways by which citizens have effectively voiced opinions, monitored government, and brought about change both past and 

present.
18.Native Americans - Who Discovered America? 4.H.3.B Examine cultural interactions and conflicts among Native Americans, immigrants from Europe, 

and enslaved and free Africans and African Americans prior to c. 1800.
19.Pilgrims and Puritans - Who Were the Pilgrims? 4.GS.2.A Explain how the purpose and roles of government were debated c. early settlements to 1800.
20.Winning the Vote 4.PC.1.D Examine ways by which citizens have effectively voiced opinions, monitored government, and brought about change both past 

and present.



A New Home

A New Home

Anthony Castillo calls two countries home. The 8-year-old was born in the Dominican Republic, a 
country in the Caribbean Sea. Later, Anthony moved to New York City. Some of his relatives still 
live in the Dominican Republic.

"I didn't like living [in the United States] at first. But now I do," Anthony told Weekly Reader. 
Anthony started to like his new home after he made some friends. He said that, in a way, he has 
already "seen the world" by having lived in two countries.

Today in the United States, millions of people are like Anthony. A government report said 56 million 
Americans come from another country. That means one in five Americans was either born in 
another country or has parents who were born elsewhere.

From Far and Away
The United States is often called a melting pot. That's because the parents or grandparents of most 
of the people who live in the United States came from other countries. People who move from one 
country to another are called immigrants.

ReadWorks.org
Copyright © 2007 Weekly Reader Corporation. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
Weekly Reader is a registered trademark of Weekly Reader 

Corporation.



A New Home

The people who are now moving to the United States come from nearly every country in the world. 
However, most of them come from Mexico, China, India, Philippines, the Dominican Republic, and 
El Salvador. All those countries are located south of the United States or in Asia.

"[The United States] is made up of people who are so different [from one another]," said one of the 
report's authors.  "This is what the United States is famous for. It is a very diverse place, with 
people of all kinds of backgrounds. And that is great!"

ReadWorks.org
Copyright © 2007 Weekly Reader Corporation. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
Weekly Reader is a registered trademark of Weekly Reader 

Corporation.



A New Home - Figurative Language Questions

Name: ___________________________________ Date: _______________

1. Anthony Castillo says that he has "seen the world."  This means

A. he has been to many other countries.

B. living in two countries has taught him a lot about people from different parts of the world.

C. living in New York exposes him to people from around the world.

D. he went through many countries traveling from the Dominican Republic to the United 
States.

2. The author quotes a writer from the government report in order to

A. add the writer's view on the diversity of the United States.

B. give the reader more facts in the writer's voice.

C. inform the reader about writing reports.

D. add the writer's view on working with the government.

3. ____________ Americans were either born in another country or have parents who 

were born in another country.

A. One in fifty

B. One in twenty

C. One in ten

D. One in five

4. The author says the United States is a "melting pot." That means

A. Living in a diverse community means that you start celebrating different holidays.

B. The food in the United States is an example of how diverse the people are.

C. The United States is a mix of people from all kinds of backgrounds and countries.

D. Immigrants lose their culture when they move here from other countries.

ReadWorks.org · © 2020 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.



A New Home - Figurative Language Questions

5. The author says that Anthony "calls two countries home."  What does that mean?

ReadWorks.org · © 2020 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.



A Rally Against Poverty

A Rally Against Poverty

Fifteen-year-old Matthew Hector called on a crowd of 20,000 people to fight world poverty. He was 
one of many people who spoke out at a recent rally, or large meeting, in London, England. "We 
believe the world should be fair, so that everyone has the same opportunity to... have a good life," 
he said.

The rally launched a worldwide campaign called "Make Poverty History." The goal is to challenge
 world leaders to end poverty.

AP/Wide World Photos

People who live in poverty do not have enough money, food, and medical care for a healthy life. 
More than a billion people around the world are poor. About half of those people are children. Many 
of the poorest countries are in Africa.

One of the most famous speakers at the rally was Nelson Mandela. He is the former president of 
South Africa. Mandela urged people to help those in need. He said, "While [there is poverty], there 
is no true freedom." 

ReadWorks.org
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A Rally Against Poverty

Leigh Haeger

Many of the world's poorest countries are in Africa.

Leading the Way

In his speech, Mandela challenged world leaders not to "look the other way" from the problem of 
poverty. In July 2005, leaders of the eight wealthiest countries, including the United States, met in 
Scotland. They promised to take action to end poverty. Mandela and other supporters of "Make 
Poverty History" hope that world leaders keep their promise.

ReadWorks.org
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A Rally Against Poverty - Character Questions

Name: ___________________________________ Date: _______________

1. Which do you think best describes Matthew Hector?

A. caring

B. immature

C. selfish

D. silly

2. What did Nelson Mandela mean when he said, "While there is poverty, there is no 

true freedom?"

A. People who are not helping those living in poverty should go to jail.

B. People who live in poverty are controlled by their need for food, clothing, and shelter.

C. He thinks that people who live in poverty should go to jail.

D. People who live in poverty usually go to jail.

3. Matthew Hector spoke in front of 20,000 people. This shows that he is

A. poor.

B. loud. 

C. young.

D. brave.

4. The continent with the most countries living in poverty is

A. Europe.

B. Asia.

C. Africa.

D. South America.
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5. Describe the type of person you think Nelson Mandela was and give examples of why 

you think so.
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Born to Run?

Born to Run?

the White House

Have you ever thought about what it would be like to be president of the United States?

You would get to live in the White House. You would invite your friends to huge dinner parties. You 
would ride in a limousine with bulletproof tires. You would fly in your own airplane known as Air 
Force One.

You would also be the most powerful leader in the world. You would meet with other leaders to try to 
solve many problems. You could help bring peace to the world.

Sounds pretty cool, right?

Before you dream about being president, though, you need to ask yourself this question: "Was I 
born in the United States?"

If you weren't, your dream ends there.

People say that in the United States any dream is possible. However, that is not true for the millions 
of Americans who were born outside this country.

The U.S. Constitution says that no American citizen born in another country can be president. The 
Founders believed the law would help keep the United States safe. The law was designed to keep 
other countries from putting a spy in charge of the U.S. government.
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Orrin Hatch, a U.S. senator from Utah, thinks the law is outdated. He is pushing to change the law. 
He and many other citizens want all Americans to have the right to become president.

Should foreign-born Americans be allowed to run for president? Read both sides of the debate on 
the next page. Then decide for yourself.

Yes! Every American citizen should have the right 
to be president
If you have earned the right to be an American, you should have the full rights of an American. 
Your place of birth should not hold you back from becoming anything you want in this country.

Foreign-born U.S. citizens pay taxes. They also are allowed to vote.

In times of war, they are expected to serve in the armed forces. Any person willing to die for this 
country should also be allowed to hold its highest office.

The country's greatest strength is its people. Most U.S. citizens have their roots in other lands. Few 
people are truly native Americans.

The presidency law works against the United States. It keeps millions of loyal citizens out of the 
White House.

It's time the United States lived up to its promise as the land of opportunity for all. All citizens should 
be able to become president.

No! The U.S. president should be born on 
American soil
It's a bitter pill to swallow, but not all Americans are created equal.

The president is top dog. He or she must be completely loyal to the United States. A foreign-born 
president might have ties to his or her birth country. That could create conflicts with the job.

Arnold Schwarzenegger was born in Austria. He was elected governor of California in 2003, but 
the presidency is a whole other story.
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Americans might have less respect for a foreign-born president.

They might think that he or she does not understand them. That could make the president look 
weak. In turn, the country would look bad.

The Founding Fathers of our country were very wise. We should trust their judgment. It's not too 
much to ask immigrants to establish roots in this country before expecting to lead it. After all, an 
immigrant's U.S.-born child could become the president!

The job of president should be only for people born on U.S. soil.
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Born to Run? - Comprehension Questions

Name: ___________________________________ Date: _______________

1. According to the text, why can Arnold Schwarzenegger be the governor of California 

but not the president of the United States?

A. because he was born in Austria

B. because he is not ready to be President

C. because he is pushing to change the law

D. because he doesn't get enough respect

2. Which of the following best describes the structure of this text?

A. The author shows how American citizens born in another country pay taxes, vote, and 
serve in the armed forces and therefore should be able to become President of the United 
States.

B. The author describes facts about the law requiring the president to be born in the United 
States, and then puts forth arguments for and against the law.

C. The author shows how the President must be respected by all citizens and also totally 
loyal to the United States and therefore the President should be born in the United States.

D. The author tells why it is good to be President, then describes how Orrin Hatch and other 
citizens want to change the law requiring the President to be born in the United States.

3. Read these sentences from the text.

The U.S. Constitution says that no American citizen born in 

another country can be president. The Founders believed the law 

would help keep the United States safe. The law was designed to 

keep other countries from putting a spy in charge of the U.S. 

government.

Based on this information, what conclusion can be drawn about the founding fathers?

A. The founding fathers did not think that people who were born outside of the United States 
should be governor.

B. The founding fathers believed that only people who were born outside of the United 
States should be president.

C. The founding fathers believed that people who were born outside of the United States 
should not be president because they may put the country in danger.

D. The founding fathers thought that people born outside of the United States would make 
the country safer.
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4. What can be inferred from the text?

A. A foreign-born president would not be loyal to the United States.

B. Many people are in favor of electing a foreign-born U.S. president.

C. The next president of the United States will be foreign-born.

D. The United States has never had a foreign-born president.

5. What is this text mostly about?

A. whether the president of the United States needs to be native-born or not

B. whether the president of the United States has the full rights of an American or not

C. whether the president of the United States is the most powerful leader in the world or not 

D. whether the president of the United States is completely loyal to the United States or not

6. Read this sentence from the text.

The law was designed to keep other countries from putting a spy 

in charge of the U.S. government.

In this sentence, what does the word "designed" mean?

A. planned

B. pictured

C. discussed

D. decided

7. Choose the answer below that best completes the sentence.


Some Americans are not natural born citizens of the United States ________they cannot 

run for President. 

A. however

B. although

C. so

D. but
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8. Why does the U.S. Constitution say that the president must be born a natural born 

citizen? 

9. What can you infer from the argument that that the current presidency law "works 

against the United States [by keeping] millions of loyal citizens out of the White House"?

ReadWorks.org · © 2020 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.



Democracy of Ancient Athens

Democracy of Ancient Athens
by ReadWorks

an illustration what the Parthenon might have 
looked like in ancient Athens

Ancient Athens was the largest city-state in ancient 
Greece. It was named after Athena, a Greek goddess. 
Ancient Athens had a lot of silver and marble as well as 
a famous navy. At the center of the city-state was a 
temple called the Parthenon, which stood on a rocky hill 
and contained a gold and ivory statue of Athena.

Ancient Athens was run as a democracy. The ancient 
Greek word demokratia translates to "rule by the 
people." So the ruling power in a democracy belongs to 
the people, not just one person or a small group of 
people. There were many democratic city-states in 
ancient Greece, but the democracy of ancient Athens lasted the longest.

Before democracy in ancient Athens, there were many different groups of people, and they were 
not united. One man named Cleisthenes wanted to change this. He wanted all the different groups 
to unite as one group, so he pushed for many changes in around 508 BCE. These changes 
transformed ancient Athens into a system of democracy. Under this system, all citizens could 
participate in deciding how the city-state was run. Not everyone could be a citizen. Only Athenian 
men were citizens. Women, slaves, and foreigners could not be citizens.

Athenian men met in an assembly to discuss current issues. The assembly was called the ecclesia. 
They made decisions by voting, and the majority won. The assembly made decisions about the 
military, supplies, and laws. They also discussed making agreements with other city-states. There 
was also a smaller assembly called the boule. The boulewas made of 500 citizens who served in 
the boule for one year. The boule's main responsibility was to decide on the issues the ecclesia 
would discuss. This system of citizens participating in their own government has been praised 
throughout history, especially by countries run as a democracy.
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Democracy of Ancient Athens - Comprehension Questions

Name: ___________________________________ Date: _______________

1. What was the largest city-state in ancient Greece?

A. Athena

B. the Parthenon

C. demokratia

D. ancient Athens

2. The text describes the system of democracy. According to the text, who has the ruling 

power in a democracy?

A. one person

B. a small group of people

C. the people

D. foreigners

3. Read these sentences from the text.

Under this system [of democracy], all citizens [of ancient 

Athens] could participate in deciding how the city-state was run. 

Not everyone could be a citizen. Only Athenian men were citizens. 

Women, slaves, and foreigners could not be citizens.

What conclusion can you make based on these sentences?

A. Athenian men and women could participate in deciding how Athens was run.

B. Athenian men could participate in deciding how Athens was run, but Athenian women 
could not.

C. Athenian women could participate in deciding how Athens was run, but Athenian men 
could not.

D. Only people outside of Athens could decide how Athens was run.
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4. Read these sentences from the text.

Under this system [of democracy], all citizens [of ancient 

Athens] could participate in deciding how the city-state was run. 

Not everyone could be a citizen. Only Athenian men were citizens. 

. . .

Athenian men met in an assembly to discuss current issues. The 

assembly was called the ecclesia. They made decisions by voting, 

and the majority won. The assembly made decisions about the 

military, supplies, and laws. They also discussed about making 

agreements with other city-states. There was also a smaller 

assembly called the boule. . . . The boule's main responsibility 

was to decide on the issues the ecclesia would discuss.

Based on the text, who directly decided how Athens was run?

A. all assemblies

B. the ecclesia

C. the military

D. the boule

5. What is the main idea of the text?

A. Ancient Athens was ancient Greece's largest city-state, and it had a statue of Athena in 
the Parthenon.

B. In a democracy, the people have the ruling power, not just one person or a small group of 
people.

C. The ecclesia in ancient Athens voted to make decisions about current issues, the 
military, supplies, and laws.

D. Ancient Athens was a democracy with its citizens involved in making decisions on how 
the city-state was run.
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Gold Rush

Gold Rush

A man in England digs up buried treasure 
worth millions.

Dave Rowan/Daniel Boxton/Birmingham Museum

These gold items were used long ago.

Terry Herbert is one lucky guy. He recently struck it rich! He discovered a huge hoard of buried 
treasure. A hoard is a hidden collection of something valuable.

AP Images

Terry Herbert shows off a shiny find.

Herbert uncovered loads of gold and silver artifacts-about 1,350 items in all. An artifact is an old, 
human-made object. He found the treasure on a farm in England. That is a country in the United 
Kingdom. The United Kingdom is in Europe. Experts say the hoard could be worth millions of 
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dollars.

Herbert discovered the treasure using a metal detector. That is a handheld piece of equipment. It 
beeps when it is waved near metal. After finding the hoard, Herbert says, "I was going to bed, and 
in my sleep I was seeing gold."

Some of those flashy finds include gold plates and weapon parts covered in jewels. Experts say the 
treasure most likely belonged to the Anglo-Saxons. That is a group of people who ruled what is now 
England. They ruled more than a thousand years ago. The Anglo-Saxons originally came from what 
are now Denmark, Germany, and the Netherlands. Those are countries in Europe.

Researchers are working to finish what Herbert started. They are searching the farm where the 
hoard was found. They want to make sure all the treasure has been collected. Then they will place 
the items in a museum.

Experts such as Kevin Leahy are most excited about some of the more unusual items in the hoard. 
"The things that we can't identify are the ones that are going to teach us something new," he says.

Jackpot!
The Anglo-Saxons' gold may be old, but it could be worth millions. Check out some of the finds 
Terry Herbert's treasure hunt turned up.

Dave Rowan/Daniel Boxton/Birmingham Museum

Helmet Piece This helmet part covered the wearer's cheek. Anglo-Saxon helmets had several 
pieces that soldiers could close to protect their faces. 
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Dave Rowan/Daniel Boxton/Birmingham Museum

Sword Hilt This jewel-covered gold treasure may look like a bracelet. It is actually the hilt, or 
handle, of a sword. Many Anglo-Saxon weapons had hilts. 

Dave Rowan/Daniel Boxton/Birmingham Museum

Gold Horse Several objects that look like horses were uncovered. They might have been used to 
decorate other items.
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Gold Rush - Comprehension Questions

Name: ___________________________________ Date: _______________

1. What is going to happen to the treasure that Terry Herbert found?

A. The treasure will be left on the farm where it was found.

B. The treasure will be given to Terry Herbert.

C. The treasure will be returned to the Anglo-Saxons.

D. The treasure will be placed in a museum.

2. How does the author describe the treasure that Terry Herbert found?

A. The author describes the treasure as shiny.

B. The author describes the treasure as English.

C. The author describes the treasure as valuable.

D. The author describes the treasure as lucky.

3. Read these sentences from the text.

Experts say the treasure most likely belonged to the Anglo-

Saxons. That is a group of people who ruled what is now 

England. They ruled more than a thousand years ago. The Anglo-

Saxons originally came from what are now Denmark, Germany, 

and the Netherlands. Those are countries in Europe.

Based on this evidence, what can you conclude about the Anglo-Saxons?

A. The people who live in England now stole the treasure from the Anglo-Saxons. 

B. The Anglo-Saxons moved away from their homes in another area to live in England.

C. The Anglo-Saxons did not like Denmark, Germany, and the Netherlands.

D. The Anglo-Saxons threw away their treasure because they did not want it anymore.

4. What can be inferred from the text?

A. Some objects in the treasure find are items that experts don't recognize.

B. A few objects in the treasure find are from Denmark.

C. Many of the objects in the treasure find are animals made of gold and silver.

D. All of the objects in the treasure find are made of gold.
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5. What would be another good title for this text?

A. Helmets, Hilts and Horses

B. Buried Treasure Found in England

C. Anglo-Saxons and Their Weapons

D. Terry Herbert, a Lucky Guy

6. Read this sentence from the text.

A hoard is a hidden collection of something valuable.

What does the word collection most nearly mean in this sentence?

A. treasure

B. equipment

C. item

D. group

7. Choose the word that best completes the sentence.

Researchers are searching the farm where the hoard was found ________ they want to 

be sure all the treasure has been collected.

A. if

B. but

C. because

D. although

8. Describe how Terry Herbert found the treasure using evidence from the text.
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9. How did the experts likely figure out that the treasure originally belonged to the Anglo-

Saxons?
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Leading Lady

Leading Lady

Nancy Pelosi

The past years have been busy for Democrat Nancy Pelosi. In January [2007], she became the 
first female Speaker of the House of Representatives. The House and the Senate are the two 
chambers that make up the U.S. Congress. That branch of government makes the country's laws. 
"This is a historic moment for the Congress and for the women of this country," said Pelosi.

Pelosi has said that she wants to be judged by her abilities, not by her gender. "Becoming the first 
woman Speaker will send a message to young girls and women across the country that anything is 
possible for them," she added. Pelosi leads the 435 members of the House. She is third in line for 
the presidency, after the vice president.

ReadWorks.org
Copyright © 2007 Weekly Reader Corporation. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
Weekly Reader is a registered trademark of Weekly Reader 

Corporation.



Leading Lady - Main Idea Questions

Name: ___________________________________ Date: _______________

1. The main idea of this passage is

A. More women are getting involved in politics.

B. Nancy Pelosi recently became the first female Speaker of the House.

C. Nancy Pelosi is a Democrat.

D. It is important to be judged by one's abilities, not by one's gender.

2. The following statement does not support the main idea:

A. Having a female Speaker of the House sends a positive message to women and girls.

B. Pelosi is third in line for the presidency.

C. The U.S. Congress makes up the country's laws.

D. Nancy Pelosi's becoming the first female Speaker of the House is a historic moment for 
Congress.

3. The Congress is made up of

A. the Senate and the Presidency.

B. the Supreme Court and the House of Representatives.

C. the Senate and the Supreme Court.

D. the House of Representatives and the Senate.

4. Pelosi leads the

A. Senate.

B. House of Representatives.

C. Supreme Court.

D. President.

5. What other details could you add to this passage that would support the main idea?
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Meet the Judge!

Sonia Sotomayor is the first Hispanic American on 
the Supreme Court.

Getty Images

Sonia Sotomayor's job rules! On August 8 2009, she became a justice, or judge, on the U.S. 
Supreme Court. The Supreme Court is the highest court in the nation.

Sotomayor (soh-toh-migh-YOR) is the first Hispanic American to become a Supreme Court justice. 
She is also the third woman to sit on the nation's top court.

The justice hopes her experience is "an inspiration for others," she says. "It's a sort of awesome 
sense of responsibility."

Corbis

Sonia Sotomayor (left) is congratulated by her family and judges after joining the Court.
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Sotomayor was born and raised in New York City. Her parents are from Puerto Rico. As a child, 
Sotomayor worked hard in school. As an adult, she became a lawyer and a judge.

Sotomayor was selected by the President of the United States to become a justice in May 2009. 
But members of the U.S. Senate had to vote before she could join the High Court. They asked her 
questions and debated whether she would be a good judge. A majority, or most, of the senators 
voted for Sotomayor, so she became a justice.

Sotomayor has a big job. The nine justices on the Supreme Court interpret, or explain, the U.S. 
Constitution. They decide whether laws obey the document, which says how the country should be 
run.

Just the Facts

iStockphoto

· The Supreme Court is part of the judicial branch. That is one of three branches of 
government. What are the other two?

Veer
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· The nine justices are appointed, or chosen, for life. That way, they can make decisions 
without worrying about losing their jobs.

Shutterstock

· Lawyers send the Supreme Court about 10,000 cases a year. Of those, the justices usually 
hear and decide about 100 cases.
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Meet the Judge! - Comprehension Questions

Name: ___________________________________ Date: _______________

1. According to the text, why are justices selected for life?

A. Justices are selected for life so they can make decisions without worrying about being 
fired.

B. Justices are selected for life so they can learn more over time about the U.S. 
Constitution.

C. Justices are selected for life so they can serve as part of the judicial branch of the 
government.

D. Justices are selected for life so they can have extraordinary experiences.

2. Which of the following does the author describe first in the text?

A. The author describes the cases that the Supreme Court decides.

B. The author describes Sonia Sotomayor's childhood.

C. The author describes Sonia Sotomayor's new job.

D. The author describes the next Supreme Court term.

3. Read this paragraph from the text.

Sotomayor was selected by the President of the United States to 

become a justice in May 2009. But members of the U.S. Senate 

had to vote before she could join the High Court. They asked her 

questions and debated whether she would be a good judge. A 

majority, or most, of the senators voted for Sotomayor, so she 

became a justice.

Based on this evidence, what can you conclude about Sotomayor?

A. Becoming a Supreme Court justice is an easy process.

B. Sotomayor's record and answers impressed the U.S. Senate.

C. The president wasn't sure if he thought Sotomayor would be a good justice or not.

D. The President convinced the Senate to choose Sotomayor as a justice.
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4. What can be inferred from the text?

A. Sonia Sotomayor is a very responsible person.

B. Sonia Sotomayor will be a Supreme Court justice for four years.

C. Sonia Sotomayor probably understands Spanish.

D. Sonia Sotomayor will work as both a lawyer and a Supreme Court justice.

5. What would be another good title for this text?

A. Sonia Sotomayor, A Woman from New York City

B. Sonia Sotomayor, A New Judge

C. Sonia Sotomayor, An Ordinary Person

D. Sonia Sotomayor, Making History

6. Read these sentences from the text.

The justice hopes her experience is "an inspiration for others," 

she says. "It's a sort of awesome sense of responsibility."

In this example, what does the word "awesome " most nearly mean?

A. causing feelings of wonder

B. causing feelings of disbelief

C. causing feelings of happiness

D. causing feelings of anger

7. Choose the word that best completes the sentence.

Sonia Sotomayor's appointment as a Supreme Court justice is important _______ she is 

the first Hispanic American and the third woman to become a justice on the Supreme 

Court.

A. however

B. so

C. but

D. because
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8. Why is Sonia Sotomayor's appointment as a Supreme Court justice important in 

United States history?

9. How do the justices probably decide which cases they are going to hear out of the 

10,000 that are sent each year?
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My Job Rules!

Elena Kagan is a United States Supreme 
Court judge

All rise! On October 4 2010, Elena Kagan started her first day as a U.S. Supreme Court justice. A 
justice is a judge. The Supreme Court is the country's highest court.

She is only the fourth female U.S. Supreme Court justice in history. This became the first time the 
Court had three women justices at the same time.

Steve Petteway/Collection of the Supreme Court of the U.S.

Elena Kagan is sworn in as a justice in Washington, D.C.

Kagan grew up in New York City. She dreamed of being a judge. Her dream started to come true in 
May 2010. That was when the President of the United States picked her to become a justice.

Before she could join the Supreme Court of the United States, she had to meet with U.S. senators. 
They asked her questions. Then they voted on whether she should become a justice. A majority, or 
most, of the senators agreed she should.

In her role, Kagan works with eight other U.S. Supreme Court justices. They interpret, or explain, 
the U.S. Constitution. That document says how the nation should be run. The justices must decide
 whether laws follow the Constitution's rules.

Branching Out
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The U.S. government isn't a tree, but it does have branches! Each 
branch does a different job.

Phillip Martin

Legislative Branch
The U.S. Senate and U.S. House of Representatives make up this branch. Their job is to create 
laws.

Phillip Martin

Executive Branch
The president and vice president are in this branch. The president carries out laws and leads the 
U.S. military.
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Phillip Martin

Judicial Branch
The U.S. Supreme Court runs this branch. Its duty is to make sure laws follow the U.S. 
Constitution.
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My Job Rules! - Comprehension Questions

Name: ___________________________________ Date: _______________

1. Who is Elena Kagan?

A. the newest member of the U.S. Senate

B. the fourth female Supreme Court justice in history

C. a senator from New York

D. a justice in a New York City courtroom

2. What is described in the "Branching Out" section of the text?

A. the branches of the U.S. government and their roles

B. the reasons why Elena Kagan was chosen for the Supreme Court

C. the reasons why the U.S. government is split into branches

D. the process by which Elena Kagan became a justice

3. Read these sentences from the text.

"Before she could join the Court, she had to meet with U.S. senators. They asked her 

questions. Then they voted on whether she should become a justice. A majority, or most, 

of the senators agreed she should."

What conclusion can be drawn from these sentences?

A. Most U.S. Senators were not certain that Elena Kagan would do a good job as a 
Supreme Court justice.

B. Once they join the Supreme Court, justices have to agree with the opinions of U.S. 
senators.

C. The legislative branch is more powerful than the executive or judicial branches of the 
U.S. government.

D. Members of the legislative branch play a part in deciding who does and does not join the 
Supreme Court.
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4. What is one way in which the Supreme Court has power over the legislative branch's 

actions?

A. It votes to choose senators and representatives to serve on the legislative branch. 

B. It decides whether the laws made by the legislative branch follow the Constitution's rules.

C. It creates the laws that the members of the legislative branch have to follow.

D. It can choose a justice to serve on the Supreme Court even if the senators do not vote 
for that justice.

5. What is the main idea of this text?

A. The U.S. senators were the main reason why Elena Kagan become a justice on the 
Supreme Court.

B. Since Elena Kagan joined the Supreme Court, the Court has had three women justices.

C. After the President and senators chose her, Elena Kagan became a justice on the 
Supreme Court.

D. The U.S. government is made up of three branches, each of which does a different job.

6. Read these sentences from the text.

"In her role, Kagan works with eight other Supreme Court justices. They interpret, or 

explain, the U.S. Constitution."

In the first sentence, what does the word "role" mean?

A. judge

B. spare time

C. job

D. city
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7. Choose the answer that best completes the sentence below.

The U.S. senators asked Elena Kagan questions ______ they voted on whether she 

should become a justice.

A. before

B. while

C. after

D. because

8. What is the duty of the U.S. Supreme Court?

9. What steps did the President and Senators take before Elena Kagan could become a 

justice on the Supreme Court?
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10. Why might it be important for members of the executive and legislative branch to 

have a role in choosing justices for the Supreme Court? Use evidence from the text to 

support your answer.
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Oral Histories
by Samantha Gross

Everyone has stories to tell. When we share our stories with others, we give them a peek into how 
we have become who we are.

Coralie Carlson was a journalist. For her job, she researched important things that were happening 
and wrote about them, so everyone could know about what was going on in the world. One of the 
reasons she liked her job was that she got to ask people questions and hear them tell their stories.

"It's an insight into whole other worlds that you never would have known existed before," she said. 
"I find it fascinating."

It's not just journalists who ask people questions and listen to their stories. Anyone can interview
 another person about his or her experiences. When a person does this and records the answers, 
it's called collecting an oral history. An oral history can be recorded with an audio recorder, a video 
camera, or by writing down what a person says.

Ms. Carlson collected an oral history from her mother-in-law. She learned about the 71-year-old's 
memories of growing up in Bulgaria during World War II. Without the oral history, those memories 
could be lost.
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"It's not until you get down to the level of a person's story that you really understand what 
happened," Ms. Carlson said. "It brings things to life."

One famous oral historian was named Studs Terkel. He interviewed men and women from all walks 
of life. In one of his books, Working, he interviewed a wide variety of people about their jobs. He 
spoke to them about what they did for work and how they felt about it. In the book, he wrote down 
their words exactly as they were said.

He interviewed a farmer who spoke about worrying that the weather might hurt his crop. A 
sanitation worker talked about how exhausted his job made him. A welder spoke about how much 
he enjoyed working with his hands.

Mr. Terkel said he was especially interested in the uncelebrated people who "never made the 
traditional history books" when he was interviewed by the Chicago History Museum.

Mr. Terkel believed that learning about people's experiences was important. He said it could help us 
avoid repeating past mistakes.

One organization, StoryCorps, encourages everyone to become an oral historian. StoryCorps 
operates recording studios where people can bring someone they know or would like to know 
better, and interview that person. StoryCorps sends a copy of each interview to the Library of 
Congress in Washington, D.C., where it is archived.

As of 2013, StoryCorps had collected more than 45,000 interviews. The organization says the 
interviews help people become more connected and remind them of their "shared humanity." 
Historians of the future will be able to use the archive to understand the experiences of people 
today.

StoryCorps suggests that participants prepare a list of questions to ask during their interviews. For 
example, a son can ask his mother what has been the happiest moment in her life. He can ask her 
what person has had the biggest influence on her and how her life has turned out differently from 
what she expected.

Some young people use the interviews to learn more about their family history. Oral history can be 
a great way to learn about family members you never had the chance to meet.

Each year, StoryCorps organizes a National Day of Listening on the day after Thanksgiving. 
People who participate record an interview with someone they care about. The organizers say it is 
a good way to celebrate the holiday season. They say sharing memories can be a better gift than 
the kinds of presents you wrap in wrapping paper.
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Name: ___________________________________ Date: _______________

1. What is an oral history?

A. an organization that operates recording studios where people can bring someone they 
know

B. an audio or video device used to record someone speaking

C. a group of people who do a variety of jobs, such as farming, welding, and sanitation work

D. information a person shares about his or her experiences by speaking

2. What does the passage describe?

A. The passage describes farming, welding, and sanitation work.

B. The passage describes different ways that people celebrate Thanksgiving.

C. The passage describes oral histories and their importance. 

D. The passage describes Washington, D.C. and the Chicago History Museum.

3. Oral histories can help people avoid repeating past mistakes. Oral histories can help 

people become more connected and remind them of their "shared humanity". Oral 

histories can help historians of the future learn about the experiences of today.

What conclusion can you make from these statements?

A. People who lived long ago are smarter than people today.

B. Oral histories are important for a variety of reasons.

C. Few people have any interest in collecting oral histories.

D. Recording an interview is a difficult and lengthy task.

4. Why might an oral historian record the stories of the people he or she interviews 

word-for-word instead of rewriting their stories?

A. to keep the stories as authentic and true to life as possible

B. to keep the stories as short, clear, and organized as possible

C. to make it more likely that the stories will get into traditional history books

D. to make sure that no one will disagree with the stories
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5. What is this passage mostly about?

A. the job of a journalist

B. StoryCorps interviews

C. video cameras

D. oral histories

6. Read the following sentences: "Anyone can interview another person about his or her 

experiences. When a person does this and records the answers, it's called collecting an 

oral history. An oral history can be recorded with an audio recorder, a video camera, or 

by writing down what a person says."

What does the word oral mean above?

A. spoken

B. written

C. musical

D. online

7. Choose the answer that best completes the sentence below.

Oral histories often record stories from everyday people, _______ farmers and family 

members.

A. like

B. in conclusion

C. even though

D. later on
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8. According to the passage, what can historians of the future use to understand the 

experiences of people today?

9. What kind of people did Mr. Terkel say he was interested in interviewing?

10. Are oral histories important to history in general? Explain why or why not, using 

evidence from the passage.
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Saving for a Cause!: Pennies for Your Health!

Have you ever saved money to do or buy something special? Cindy Evans and her third-grade 
class saved pennies as part of a class project. What do you think Evans and her class did with the 
more than 1 million pennies they collected?

Leigh Haeger

The graph above shows the number of pennies Cindy Evans and her class collected during each of the five weeks of their 
project.

In 2000, Cindy Evans's third-grade class was reading about the Great American Smokeout in 
Weekly Reader. Ms. Evans teaches at Big Beaver Elementary School in Big Beaver, 
Pennsylvania.

The Smokeout is a day to help people quit smoking. The American Cancer Society organizes, or 
runs, the event.

"We read that about 1 million people quit smoking each year," said Ms. Evans. That's when her 
students asked her the question, "What does a million look like?"  Ms. Evans told her class the only 
way to see 1 million was to collect 1 million objects.

"I was thinking about collecting macaroni," said the teacher. But her students had a better idea: to 
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collect 1 million pennies to donate to the American Cancer Society. Soon the class was on a 
mission to collect 1 million pennies, or $10,000, by June.

A Project for All
The class project of collecting pennies quickly involved the whole community. According to Ms. 
Evans, the local bank had to order extra supplies of pennies because so many people were 
collecting the coins.

That June, the class presented the local office of the American Cancer Society with 1,177,500 
pennies, or $11,775.

The Great American Smokeout
The Great American Smokeout will take place on November 15, [2012]. For the past 36 years 
[since 1976], the American Cancer Society has run this event to help people quit smoking. The 
group helps fight cancer, an illness that can cause death. Many doctors say that smoking tobacco 
causes several deadly illnesses.
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Saving for a Cause!: Pennies for Your Health! - Sequence Questions

Name: ___________________________________ Date: _______________

1. Before the class collected over 14,000 pennies, they collected

A. over 9,000 pennies.

B. over 23,000 pennies.

C. over 12,000 pennies.

D. over 29,000 pennies.

2. The author included a graph

A. to show how many pennies were collected each week.

B. to show how many students collected pennies.

C. to show the total number of pennies the class collected.

D. to show how many pennies the class needed to collect.

3. After the students collected 1 million pennies,

A. Ms. Evans suggested they collect macaroni.

B. the class decided to start collecting 1 million more pennies.

C. the class donated the money to the American Cancer Society.

D. the class read about the Great American Smokeout.

4. The bank had to order extra pennies because

A. so many people in the community were donating pennies.

B. 1 million people quit smoking each year.

C. the class wanted to collect one million pennies.

D. the class wanted to donate money to the American Cancer Society.

5. What were some things that the class did before the first week of collecting pennies?  

Explain.
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President of the United States
by Susan LaBella

Every four years, the people of the United States vote for the country's 

leader. The winner of that election becomes the nation's president.

The president may be a man or a woman. He or she will live and work in the 

White House in Washington, D.C. What does the president do? Here are 

some examples.

The president is the leader of the American government. The president 

suggests laws he thinks the country needs. The president may work with the 

members of the U.S. Congress to get his ideas turned into laws.

The president appoints people to help run the government. These people 

include judges and leaders of government departments. Often, the president's 
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choices have to be approved by the U.S. Congress.

The president is commander-in-chief of the country's military. That means the 

president is responsible for the actions of the Army, Navy, Marine Corps, Air 

Force and Coast Guard.

During any one day, an American president can do many things. The 

president can speak with advisers, give a speech, or sign a bill into law. The 

president may meet with leaders of other countries. In the evening, the 

president sometimes attends special events.

 Being president of the United States is a difficult, complicated job.
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President of the United States - Comprehension Questions

Name: ___________________________________ Date: _______________

1. Who is the leader of the American government?

A. a member of the U.S. Congress

B. the president

C. a judge appointed by the president

2. What does the article describe?

A. The article describes what the president of the United States does.

B. The article describes some of the laws that have been suggested by American 
presidents.

C. The article describes the special events that the president of the United States sometimes 
attends in the evening.

3. Read this paragraph from the article.

"The president is the leader of the American government. The president suggests laws 

he or she thinks the country needs. The president may work with the members of the 

U.S. Congress to get those ideas turned into laws."

What can you infer from this paragraph about the president's ideas for laws?

A. The president has more control over the law than the U.S. Congress does.

B. The president's ideas for laws may not actually become laws.

C. The president and the U.S. Congress often disagree about what laws there should be.

4. Presidents are not able to run the government on their own.

What evidence from the article supports this statement?

A. During one day, the president can do many things.

B. The president appoints judges to help run the government.

C. The president is commander-in-chief of the American military.

5. What is the main idea of this article?

A. The American president has a lot to do.

B. The American president can speak with advisors, give speeches, and sign bills into law. 

C. Every four years, the people of the United States vote for a president. 
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6. Read this paragraph from the article.

"The president appoints people to help run the government. These people include 

judges and leaders of government departments. Often, the president's choices have to 

be approved by the U.S. Congress."

What does the word "appoints" mean here?

A. fights

B. chooses

C. avoids

7.  Choose the answer that best completes this sentence.

The president is commander-in-chief of the military, _______ the president is 

responsible for the military's actions.

A. but

B. because

C. so

8. Where does the president live and work?
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9. What are some things an American president can do on any one day? Name at least 

three.

10. Read the concluding sentence of the article.

"Being president of the United States is a difficult, complicated job."

What evidence from the article supports this conclusion?
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Sailing for Freedom

The world remembers the heroes aboard the Amistad .

An old-fashioned ship is traveling the world to share an important story. The ship is called the Amistad. It is a 
reproduction, or copy, of the original Amistad.

In 1839, a group of Africans was forced aboard the original ship. The Africans had been kidnapped and sold into 
slavery. Their owners were taking them to work on an island in the Caribbean Sea. However, the Africans 
rebelled and took control of the ship. To rebel is to fight back.

The Africans wanted to return home. They tried to steer the ship back to Sierra Leone. That is a country in 
Africa. They ended up in the United States instead. After a long court trial, the Africans were finally allowed to 
return to Sierra Leone in January 1842.

A Brave Leader
The most famous person aboard the Amistad was Joseph Cinque (SING-kay). He led the rebellion on the ship. 
Cinque used a nail to unlock the other Africans' chains. Then he ordered the captain of the ship to sail back to 
Africa. At night, though, the captain secretly steered the ship the wrong way. That is how the Amistad ended up 
in the United States.

The Africans were put on trial in the United States. Some people thought they should not have rebelled. 
However, the U.S. SupremeCourt justices ruled that the Africans could go home. They returned to Africa in 
1842.
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Name: ___________________________________ Date: _______________

1. According to the text, what did the United States Supreme Court decide in the case 

against the Africans?

A. The Supreme Court ruled that children need to learn about slavery.

B. The Supreme Court ruled that the Amistad was a slave ship.

C. The Supreme Court ruled that the Africans could go back to Africa.

D. The Supreme Court ruled that the Africans should not have rebelled.

2. In this text, the problem of the Africans being enslaved is described.  How is this 

problem finally solved?

A. The Africans were sent back to Africa as free people.

B. The Africans were taken to the United States and put on trial.

C. The Africans were taken from Sierra Leone.

D. The Africans rebelled and fought with the crew of the Amistad.

3. The captain of the Amistad did not want the Africans to return to Sierra Leone and 

escape slavery.

What evidence from the text supports this conclusion?

A. "At night, though, the captain secretly steered the ship the wrong way. That is how the 
Amistad ended up in the United States."

B. "In 1839, a group of Africans was forced aboard the original ship. The Africans had been 
kidnapped and sold into slavery."

C. "The Africans wanted to return home. They tried to steer the ship back to Sierra Leone."

D. "Cinque used a nail to unlock the other Africans' chains. Then he ordered the captain of 
the ship to sail back to Africa."

4. Based on the text, what words best describe the Africans aboard the Amistad?

A. scared and confused

B. brave and determined

C. happy and enthusiastic

D. uncertain and sad
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5. What is this text mostly about?

A. how to sail a ship from Sierre Leone to the United States

B. the voyage of the Amistad and ways to honor the Africans who rebelled

C. a present-day ship that tells an important story from history

D. why the Supreme Court let the Africans go back to Sierra Leone

6. Read this sentence from the text.

At night, though, the captain secretly steered the ship the wrong 

way.

As used in the sentence, what does the word "steered " most nearly mean?

A. told someone to do something

B. controlled the direction in which something moves

C. went somewhere very quickly

D. fought back against someone

7. Choose the answer that best completes the sentence.

The Africans wanted to go back to Africa, __________ they rebelled and took over the 

ship.

A. because

B. but

C. so

D. after
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8. Based on the text, why did the Africans aboard the original Amistad rebel and take 

control of the ship?

9. The sub-heading of the text states, "The world remembers the heroes aboard the 

Amistad." The "heroes" referred to in this sentence are the Africans aboard the 

Amistad.

Explain why the Africans aboard the Amistad should be considered heroes. Use 

evidence from the text to support your answer.
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American Government - The Mayflower Compact
by ReadWorks

The Mayflower Compact, 1620

You have probably heard about the Pilgrims and how they celebrated America's first Thanksgiving. But, did you 
know the Pilgrims left our country another important legacy as well?

It all began in November 1620. The Pilgrims were on board their ship, the Mayflower. After many days at sea, 
they finally saw land. Even though everyone was happy to see the new land, some of the families on the ship 
were arguing. They disagreed on how to do things.

The Pilgrims were landing in an area that was not controlled by England. To survive, the Pilgrims would have to 
work together and create a colony. They would have to build houses, find food, and take care of themselves. 
Everyone would need to get along and help.

Before they landed, the Pilgrims found a way that they would be able to work together. The 41 men aboard the 
Mayflower met and signed the Mayflower Compact. The compact organized the Pilgrims into a "body politic." 
This political body, or government, would act with one purpose. It would work to create "just and equal laws" for 
everyone to obey.

There is little doubt that the Mayflower Compact created order and helped the Pilgrims to survive. Its legacy, 
however, continues to this day. The document is the first example in the New World of a constitution. The 
Mayflower Compact was written by the Pilgrims and meant to be for them as well. This principle of government 
being "by, of, and for the people" is one of the main ideas of democracy. Later, this principle would become a 
cornerstone of American government and the United States Constitution.
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Name: ___________________________________ Date: _______________

1. According to the text, what was the Mayflower Compact the first of in the New World?

A. celebration

B. constitution

C. meeting

D. English ship

2. The author explains what the Mayflower Compact did. What does the author do after 

that?

A. explains why the Mayflower Compact is similar to the U.S. Constitution

B. discusses constitutions that came before the Mayflower Compact

C. explains why the colony could not survive without the Mayflower Compact

D. describes the men who wrote the Mayflower Compact

3. Read this paragraph from the text.

Before they landed, the Pilgrims found a way that they would be 

able to work together. The 41 men aboard the Mayflower met and 

signed the Mayflower Compact. The compact organized the 

Pilgrims into a "body politic." This political body, or 

government, would act with one purpose. It would work to create 

"just and equal laws" for everyone to obey.

What can you conclude about the Pilgrims from this information?

A. There were many different versions of the Mayflower Compact, so the Pilgrims combined 
all the versions together.

B. The Pilgrims felt that having everyone follow the same just laws would help them work 
together.

C. After they landed, the Pilgrims had a lot of trouble following the laws that they agreed to.

D. There were 50 men on board, but only 41 men worked on creating the compact.
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4. Based on the text, what might have happened to the Pilgrims without the Mayflower 

Compact?

A. They would have won independence from England sooner.

B. Their ship would have never reached the Americas.

C. They would have never set sail from England.

D. They might have fought too much to be a successful colony.

5. What is this text mostly about?

A. how the Mayflower Compact is important in American history.

B. how the Pilgrims decided where to start a colony.

C. the man who came up with the idea for a constitution.

D. why the Mayflower Compact was better than the Constitution.

6. Read these sentences from the text.

The Mayflower Compact was written by  the Pilgrims and meant 

to be for  them as well. This principle of government being "by, 

of, and for the people" is one of the main ideas of democracy.

As used in the text, what does the word "principle" mean?

A. argument against something

B. first of a kind

C. belief, an idea

D. government employee

7. Choose the answer that best completes the sentence.

At first, the Pilgrims were arguing, but _________ they had a document they agreed on.

A. before

B. as a result

C. never

D. soon
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8. According to the text, how did the Mayflower Compact organize the Pilgrims?

9. Explain why having a government "by, of, and for the people" might have helped the 

Pilgrims get along? Use evidence from the text to support your answer.
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The Old Stone House
by W.M. Akers

On July 4, 1776, the Declaration of Independence was signed, and the Revolutionary War was 
about to begin. Seven weeks later, on August 22, 1776, the British Army invaded New York. The 
British chose to attack Brooklyn, a village across the East River from Manhattan. General George 
Washington's army was located in this village. The Patriot forces were ready to fight, but they were 
badly outnumbered. The British had about 20,000 soldiers. The Americans had fewer than 13,000.

The battle started on August 27, when British soldiers raided a watermelon patch, and were fired 
upon by American troops. The Americans retreated northward, fighting as they went. The British 
surrounded the Americans, who fled across the Gowanus Creek. To keep back the British, they left 
behind a group of soldiers from Maryland: just a few hundred Americans to hold off 2,000 
Redcoats (British Army soldiers).

The British were fighting from in front of the Old Stone House-a farmhouse built in 1699. The 
Marylanders attacked the house six times. Nearly all of them were killed or captured. As he 
watched from a nearby hill, General Washington said, "Good God! What brave fellows I must this 
day lose." Because of the sacrifice of the Marylanders, the rest of the American army was able to 
escape. Had it not been for the fighting at the Old Stone House, the war could have been lost that 
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morning.

The Revolution survived, and so did the Old Stone House. The family home of the Vechte family 
was sold to the Cortelyous in 1783. In the late 19th century, it served as the clubhouse for the 
baseball team that would later be named the Brooklyn Dodgers. In 1897, the house was destroyed
 and buried. Thirty years later, it was dug up and rebuilt by the New York City Parks Department.

"Eighty percent of the house," said Old Stone House Executive Director Kimberly Maier, "is original 
material."

On the outside, the house looks just as it did in 1699. On the inside, there is an exhibit about the 
Battle of Brooklyn and the men who died there. There are uniforms like the soldiers would have 
worn, maps of the battle, and a diorama of the fighting around the house. Six thousand children 
come every year to learn about the house. Maier and her staff teach them not just about the battle, 
but about what life was like in the 18th century.

"You couldn't just go to the grocery store," she said. "You just had one dress, because you had to 
weave it and cut the cloth and sew it together. The chores were so much more than just making 
your bed."

Maier said that school children are most surprised when they learn what playtime was like in the 
18th century. To kids today, 18th century fun looks a lot like work.

"Kids would start out by helping in the garden, or helping to churn butter," Maier said.

Children would do basic weaving, or help in the kitchen. As they got better at these tasks, they 
would learn more advanced tasks. Eventually, they would be as good as a grown-up. When they 
played outside, they didn't have rubber balls. Instead, they used an inflated pig's bladder.

Outside the Old Stone House is a park. A few years ago, it was rebuilt. It has swings, fountains, 
and jungle gyms. Children play there every day-and they don't have to use a butter churn.
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Name: ___________________________________ Date: _______________

1. Where is the Old Stone House?

A. Maryland

B. Britain

C. New York

D. Washington

2. What does the author describe at the end of the passage?

A. what life was like in the 18th century

B. an exhibit about the Battle of Brooklyn

C. how George Washington escaped from the British

D. how the Old Stone House was destroyed and rebuilt

3. The Old Stone House played an important role in the American Revolution. What 

evidence from the passage supports this conclusion?

A. "The British surrounded the Americans, who fled across the Gowanus Creek."

B. "Had it not been for the fighting at the Old Stone House, the war could have been lost that 
morning."

C. "The British chose to attack Brooklyn, a village across the river from Manhattan, where 
General George Washington had his army."

D. "The Marylanders attacked the house six times. Nearly all of them were killed or 
captured."

4. The passage states, "Because of the sacrifice of the Marylanders, the American Army 

was able to escape."

What was the sacrifice of the Marylanders?

A. They risked the Old Stone House to hold off 2,000 Redcoats.

B. They risked their lives fighting with the American Army.

C. They risked their lives to help the 2,000 Redcoats.

D. They risked their lives to hold off 2,000 Redcoats.
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5. What is this passage mostly about?

A. the Old Stone House

B. the Revolutionary War

C. the Battle of Brooklyn

D. George Washington

6. Read the following sentences: "The Patriot forces were ready to fight, but they were 

badly outnumbered . The British had about 20,000 soldiers. The Americans had fewer 

than 13,000."

What does "they were badly outnumbered " mean?

A. There were far more British soldiers than American soldiers.

B. There was no way for the American soldiers to win.

C. The Americans couldn't count the number of British soldiers.

D. The American soldiers were better than the British soldiers.

7. Choose the answer that best completes the sentence below.

George Washington left a few hundred soldiers behind to hold off the British. 

_________, the American army was able to escape.

A. On the other hand

B. As a result

C. For example

D. In particular

8. What is currently inside the Old Stone House?
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The Old Stone House - Comprehension Questions

9. What can students on field trips learn about at the Old Stone House?

10. Explain whether the Old Stone House has changed a lot since the 18th century.
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The Treasure Hunt

The Treasure Hunt
by ReadWorks

Jordan loves to use clues to solve riddles. That's why she loves treasure hunts. She always dreams about 
being a pirate who is searching for a big treasure chest. She climbs trees and digs holes in her backyard, 
pretending that she is on a treasure hunt.

Jordan's birthday is soon. Her friends Cameron and Annie decide to create a treasure hunt as her birthday 
present. They ask their parents what they can do.

"Well, first, you would need to make a map!" says Cameron's mom.

"How do we do that?" Cameron asks.

His mom pulls out a piece of paper and several crayons. "First, you need to draw the place where you will hide 
the treasure," she says. "How about you draw our backyard?"

Cameron pulls out a black crayon and starts to draw. He marks the spot where the porch is, and he draws a 
black circle to show where his trampoline sits. His mom pulls out a green crayon and draws the big trees that 
surround their backyard. "See? There are plenty of places to hide a treasure," she tells him.
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The Treasure Hunt

The next day, Cameron shows Annie the map. She thinks that it looks just like his backyard. "It's perfect!" she 
says, excited.

"Now, we just need to mark the places where we will hide the clues and then the treasure," Cameron says, 
looking around his backyard.

Annie walks over to the trampoline. She gets down on her hands and knees and finds a big rock. "We can hide 
a clue under here!" she shouts to Cameron.

Cameron nods his head in agreement. He points to the porch and then to a big tree near the trampoline. "We 
can also put clues near those spots!" he says.

His mom comes outside and sees them planning the treasure hunt. "Don't forget to draw the bird fountain on 
the map," she says. "You can draw the fountain with a blue crayon so that Jordan will know that it's filled with 
water."

Cameron and Annie run to get the map. "We can also add the rock by the trampoline so that Jordan can find the 
clue," Annie says.

"And we should draw the tree by the porch!" Cameron adds.

They put more on the map, and when they finish, their drawing includes everything in Cameron's backyard. 
They map all the shapes and kinds of land and water in the area.

After they hide all the clues (ten in total), Cameron and Annie think about the treasure. "It should be a chest full 
of candy!" Annie says.

"That's cool! But we could also fill a chest with pirate stuff like a compass and a pirate hat, and even a 
message in a bottle!" says Cameron.

They finally decide to do both. Their parents help them find a small chest, and they fill it with pirate things and 
candy. They dig a hole near a tree and bury the chest.

The next day, Jordan comes to Cameron's house for her birthday. Many of their friends come as well. After they 
cut the cake, Cameron and Annie tell Jordan that they have a surprise for her. They give her the first clue.

"This is so exciting! Thank you so much, guys!" Jordan exclaims. She sets out to find her treasure, with the 
map in hand.
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The Treasure Hunt - Comprehension Questions

Name: ___________________________________ Date: _______________

1. What do Annie and Cameron do for Jordan's birthday?

A. buy her a puppy

B. throw a surprise party

C. take her to a pirate theme park

D. create a treasure hunt

2. What is the first step Annie and Cameron take to plan Jordan's treasure hunt?

A. hide the clues

B. bury the treasure

C. draw a map

D. buy the candy

3. There are lots of places to hide clues in Cameron's backyard. What evidence 

supports this conclusion?

A. Cameron and Annie ask their parents for help.

B. Cameron and Annie hide ten different clues.

C. Cameron and Annie make a map of the backyard.

D. Cameron and Annie mark where the clues are hidden on the map.

4. How does Jordan feel about the scavenger hunt her friends prepare?

A. happy and excited

B. bored and uninterested

C. sad and disappointed

D. nervous and doubtful

5. What is this passage mostly about?

A. pirates and treasure

B. mapping a backyard

C. planning a treasure hunt

D. birthday parties
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The Treasure Hunt - Comprehension Questions

6. Read the following sentences: "After they cut the cake, Cameron and Annie tell 

Jordan that they have a surprise for her. They give her the first clue. 'This is so exciting! 

Thank you so much, guys!' Jordan exclaims ."

What does "exclaim " mean?

A. breathe

B. mumble

C. whisper

D. shout

7. Choose the answer that best completes the sentence below.

________ they bury the treasure, Annie and Cameron hide all of the clues.

A. Finally

B. Before

C. Although

D. First

8. What was the treasure at the end of the scavenger hunt?

9. What did Cameron and Annie draw and mark on the treasure map?
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The Treasure Hunt - Comprehension Questions

10. How will Jordan use the treasure map Cameron and Annie created to find the 

treasure? Use information from the passage to support your answer.

ReadWorks.org · © 2020 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.



Tour the White House

Tour the White House

gpo.gov

The White House

What is the most famous address in the country? It is 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue in Washington, D.C.! That is 
where the White House is located. The president lives and works in the White House. Come and explore
 some of the White House's most famous rooms.

Inside the White House
1. The State Dining Room was once Thomas Jefferson's office. Thomas Jefferson was the third 

president. The room is now used for big dinner parties and meetings.
2. In the early 1800s, the Red Room was painted yellow! Today, it is used for small parties.
3. Grover Cleveland, the 22nd and 24th president, was married in the Blue Room. He was the only 

president to marry in the White House.
4. The Green Room has been used as a dining room, bedroom, and parlor. Can you guess why it's called 

the Green Room?
5. The East Room is the largest room in the White House. It has been used for dances, speeches, and 

even concerts!

Fun Facts
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Tour the White House

nara.gov

The Oval Office

· The White House has 132 rooms, including a swimming pool, a bowling alley, and a movie theater.

· Painters use more than 570 gallons of paint to cover the outside of the White House.

· George Washington was the only president who did not live in the White House.

· The Oval Office is where the president works. Each chooses how the office will be decorated.
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Tour the White House - Genre Questions

Name: ___________________________________ Date: _______________

1. Which of the following rooms of the White House is not used for parties?

A. the State Dining Room.

B. the Red Room.

C. the East Room. 

D. the Oval Office

2. This passage could appear in all the following except

A. a magazine.

B. a story book.

C. a book about Washington, DC.

D. a book about famous buildings.

3. We know that this passage is an informational text because it

A. mentions George Washington.

B. takes place in Washington, D.C.

C. has many facts about the White House.

D. is about the White House.

4. The Green Room is called The Green Room because

A. the walls of the room are green.

B. it cost a lot of money to build. 

C. Presidents often feel sick in that room. 

D. the windows overlook a grassy lawn

5. What evidence from the passage tells you that it is non-fiction?
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Walking Tall

Walking Tall
How did Ruby Bridges make history?

Many years ago, a little girl named Ruby Bridges arrived at her new elementary school. The school 
was in New Orleans, Louisiana.

As she walked toward the school's front doors, an angry crowd of people shouted at her. United 
States marshals walked with her. A marshal is an officer. They were there to protect the first 
grader. That's because the people didn't want Ruby to go inside. But the 6-year-old walked into the 
school anyway. As she did, she marched into history books.

Bettmann/Corbis

Ruby Bridges started first grade in 1960.

The day was Nov. 14, 1960. On that morning, little Ruby became one of the first African Americans 
to attend an all-white elementary school in the South.
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Walking Tall

Before then, the law in many states said that black children could not attend the same schools as 
white children. People of different races also had to use separate public restrooms. It was called 
segregation. That is when people of different races are kept separate.

U.S. leaders worked to end segregation. They helped bring civil rights to all Americans. Those are 
the rights to be treated equally. A few months before Ruby started school, a federal court ordered 
an end to school segregation in New Orleans.

By the time Ruby started the second grade, there were no more angry people outside her school. 
There were other African American students in her class. Today, children of all races go to school 
together.

Bridges says she was never scared to go to school during the first grade. "I wasn't really afraid," 
she told WR News. "I didn't really know what was going on at the time, and I loved school."

Meet Ruby Bridges
WR News student reporter Kaelin Ray recently asked Ruby Bridges how it feels to make a 
difference.

Kaelin Ray: What was your first day at the school like?
Ruby Bridges: My first day I spent sitting in the principal's office, so it was very confusing.

KR: How does it feel to know that you are a part of U.S. history?
RB: I'm [very] proud of that fact. My mother was really happy about me being able to attend that 
school. My father was more concerned about my safety.
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Walking Tall - Comprehension Questions

Name: ___________________________________ Date: _______________

1. What happened to the state segregation law in Louisiana a few months before Ruby 

started school?

A. Some U.S. marshals helped Ruby enter the segregated school.

B. U.S. leaders worked to bring civil rights to all Americans.

C. A federal court ordered that school segregation must end.

D. A state court said that public bathrooms must be segregated.

2. Which of the following does the author describe first in the text?

A. The author describes how Ruby Bridges feels to be a part of U.S. history.

B. The author describes Ruby Bridges' first day of school.

C. The author describes how Ruby's second grade year was.

D. The author describes the laws of segregation.

3. Not everyone wanted to end segregation.

What evidence from the text supports this conclusion?

A. "As [Ruby] walked toward the school's front doors, an angry crowd of people shouted at 
her."

B. "By the time Ruby started the second grade, there were no more angry people outside 
her school."

C. "Bridges says she was never scared to go to school during the first grade."

D. "...before Ruby started school, a federal court ordered an end to school segregation in 
New Orleans."

4. What does the text imply?

A. Ruby and her family were very brave.

B. Ruby and her family did not understand what was happening.

C. Ruby and her family were worried about her safety.

D. Ruby and her family were happy to have U.S. marshals help them.
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Walking Tall - Comprehension Questions

5. What would be another good title for this text?

A. Ruby Bridges Makes a Difference

B. Ruby Bridges and Her First Day of School

C. Ruby Bridges in the Principal's Office

D. Ruby Bridges Loves History Books

6. Read this sentence from the text.

That morning, Ruby became one of the first African Americans 

to attend an all-white elementary school in the South.

In this sentence, what does the word "attend" mean?

A. to shout angrily

B. to be present

C. to be confused

D. to wait a long time

7. Choose the word that best completes the sentence.

Ruby Bridges says that she wasn't scared to go to school as a first grader ________ 

she didn't really understand what was going on.

A. but

B. and

C. because

D. although

8. Why were United States marshals walking Ruby to school?
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Walking Tall - Comprehension Questions

9. What word would the author probably use to describe Ruby Bridges?
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Native Americans - Who Discovered America?

Native Americans - Who Discovered America?
by ReadWorks

The land bridge is thought to have connected present-day eastern Russia and Alaska.

Often, European explorers are said to have discovered America. These explorers came from 
Spain, Portugal, and England. They were searching for riches. They also wanted new lands to 
claim as their own. But was America really a new land?

There were people living in America long before the European explorers were even born. They 
came thousands and thousands of years ago. At that time, America was connected to Asia by a 
land bridge. The land bridge ran between Russia and Alaska. These ancient people walked across 
the land bridge. Once they arrived, they slowly spread out. Eventually, they settled all over North 
and South America.

Christopher Columbus is often called the first person to discover America. However, we now know 
that Vikings from Scandinavia settled in North America long before Columbus. But did the Vikings 
or Columbus really discover America? Aren't the real discoverers those ancient people who 
crossed that land bridge long ago? 
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Native Americans - Who Discovered America? - Comprehension Questions

Name: ___________________________________ Date: _______________

1. What is this passage mostly about?

A. Christopher Columbus

B. a land bridge

C. the Vikings

D. discovering America

2. How does the author feel about Christopher Columbus?

A. He is given credit he does not deserve

B. He discovered America

C. He was dishonest about his discovery

D. He deserves credit for discovering America

3. How did the first humans get to America?

A. By boat

B. By foot

C. By car

D. By swimming

4. According to the passage, who really discovered America?

A. Christopher Columbus who sailed to America

B. The Vikings from Norway

C. Ancient travelers that crossed a land bridge

D. Many european explorers

5. The author writes "But was America really a new land?" because

A. other European explorers had actually already found America

B. there were already people living here before the explorers

C. the explorers came from Spain, Portugal, and England

D. there was not enough food for everyone to live here
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Native Americans - Who Discovered America? - Comprehension Questions

6. Who discovered America? Use evidence from the text to  support your answer.

7. According to the passage, what connected America to Asia?

8. The question below is an incomplete sentence. Choose the word that best completes 

the sentence.

Explorers were searching for new lands, ________ could American really be considered 

a new land?

A. before

B. however

C. therefore

D. so
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Pilgrims and Puritans - Who Were the Pilgrims?

Pilgrims and Puritans - Who Were the Pilgrims?
by ReadWorks

The Mayflower Compact, 1620

In 1620, a new group of English settlers arrived in New England. Today, they are known as the 
Pilgrims.

Legend has it that the Pilgrims landed on Plymouth Rock. While we do not know if this is true, we 
do know that they landed on the tip of Cape Cod in present-day Massachusetts. There, they started 
Plymouth Colony. They wanted Plymouth Colony to be a place where they could practice their 
beliefs freely.

The Pilgrims had not been free to practice their own beliefs in England. In England, the Pilgrims 
were known as Separatists. This is because they wanted to separate from England's 
official church. However, the English king did not allow groups to separate from the Church of 
England.

So the Pilgrims moved to the Netherlands in 1607. Then, a few years later, they decided to go to 
America. In September 1620, the Pilgrims set sail for America from Plymouth, England. They 
traveled on a ship called the Mayflower. After 66 days and two deaths, these brave travelers 
arrived on the shores of Cape Cod. They decided to make Plymouth their new home. 
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Pilgrims and Puritans - Who Were the Pilgrims? - Comprehension Questions

Name: ___________________________________ Date: _______________

1. When did the Pilgrims arrive in New England?

A. In 1602

B. In 1607

C. In 1620

D. In 1627

2. Why did the Pilgrims leave England?

A. They were tired of living there.

B. They weren't free to practice their beliefs there.

C. They though the Netherlands was a more beautiful place to live.

D. They thought America would be more fun.

3. Where did the Pilgrims go first?

A. The Netherlands

B. The Mayflower

C. New England

D. Virginia

4. Which word best describes the Pilgrims?

A. Dutch

B. Difficult

C. Atheists

D. Courageous

5. The passage "Who Were the Pilgrims?" is mostly about

A. a group of Dutch people and how they practiced their religion.

B. why and how a group of English people moved to Massachusetts.

C. the first person to ever see North America.

D. a history of immigration to the United States of America.
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Pilgrims and Puritans - Who Were the Pilgrims? - Comprehension Questions

6. What are two facts about the Pilgrims?

7. Why couldn't the Pilgrims practice their religious beliefs in England?

8. The question below is an incomplete sentence. Choose the word that best completes 

the sentence.

The Pilgrims wanted to separate from England's official church, __________, they were 

not allowed to.

A. otherwise

B. also

C. however

D. although

ReadWorks.org · © 2020 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.



Winning the Vote

Winning the Vote

Imagine if boys made all the rules. That's how it was in 1776, when the United States was founded. 
Women were not allowed to vote until 1920! The year 2020 is the 100th anniversary of that 
important event.

Library of Congress, George Grantham Bain Collection

Thousands of women marched in New York City for the right to vote.

The women's suffrage movement began in the 1800s. Suffrage is the right to vote. To win this right, 
women held protests and marches. Hundreds of those women were arrested and jailed.

Women's groups across the country are honoring those who fought for this right with special 
events throughout the year. "Learning how women's actions changed America is important. It 
encourages us to understand that we can make a better world," said Molly Murphy MacGregor, the 
president of the National Women's History Project.
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Winning the Vote - Comprehension Questions

Name: ___________________________________ Date: _______________

1. According to the text, when did the women's suffrage movement begin?

A. in the 1600s

B. in the 1700s

C. in the 1800s

D. in the 1900s

2. How does the author introduce the idea of women's suffrage?

A. by arguing that men have tried to keep women out of politics for centuries 

B. by quoting Molly Murphy MacGregor, the president of the National Women's History 
Project 

C. by providing a simple definition of women's suffrage

D. by asking readers to imagine what life was like before women's suffrage

3. Read this paragraph from the text. 

The women's suffrage movement began in the 1800s. Suffrage is 

the right to vote. To win this right, women held protests and 

marches. Hundreds of those women were arrested and jailed.

What conclusion can you draw based on this information?

A. The women's suffrage movement began when several women attempted to vote and were 
arrested.

B. The women's suffrage movement continues today because some women are still not 
allowed to vote.

C. Women had to work hard to win the right to vote and were punished for standing up for 
this right.

D. Men worked just as hard as women to ensure the right to vote for women. They also 
protested.

4. Which conclusion about 1776 is supported by the text?

A. In 1776, women protested for the right to vote.

B. In 1776, women protested against the United States.

C. In 1776, women did not have the same rights as men.

D. In 1776, women held marches.
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Winning the Vote - Comprehension Questions

5. Which statement supports the main idea of the text?

A. Hundreds of women were arrested and jailed.

B. Suffrage is the right to vote.

C. Women in the U.S. won the right to vote after years of struggle. 

D. Women's groups honor those who fought for women's suffrage.

6. Read these sentences from the text.

The women's suffrage movement began in the 1800s. Suffrage is 

the right to vote. To win this right, women held protests and 

marches. Hundreds of those women were arrested and jailed.

What does the word "movement " mean as used in this text?

A. people acting together

B. people exercising

C. people voting together

D. people ruling others

7. Choose the word that best completes the sentence.

Men were the only ones who could vote _________ women earned the right.

A. earlier

B. until

C. first

D. thus

8. According to the text, in what year were women in the U.S. finally allowed to vote?
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Winning the Vote - Comprehension Questions

9. What can you tell about the position of men in America in 1776? Use evidence from 

the text to support your answer.
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Winning the Vote - Comparing & Contrasting Questions

Name: ___________________________________ Date: _______________

1. Voting in the United States today is different from the way it was before 1920, 

because before 1920

A. only men were allowed to vote.

B. women were not allowed to protest against voting.

C. neither men nor women were allowed to vote.

D. voting was not any different than it is today.

2. The author included a quote from Molly Murphy MacGregor because

A. she helped to fight for women's rights in the 1920's.

B. she is a woman.

C. she is the president of the National Women's History Project.

D. all of the above.

3. Voting in the United States today is similar to voting in 1920, because

A. only men can vote.

B. only women can vote.

C. both men and women are not allowed to vote.

D. both men and women can vote.

4. Voting was/is important to many women in

A. neither in 1920 nor today.

B. both 1920 and today.

C. today.

D. 1920.

5. Why is having the right to vote important?
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Students are encouraged to maintain contact with their home school and classroom teacher(s). If you have not 
already done so, please visit your child’s school website to access individual teacher web pages for specific 
learning/assignment information. If you cannot reach your teacher and have elected to use these resources, please 
be mindful that some learning activities may require students to reply online, while others may require students to 
respond using paper and pencil.  In the event online access is not available, please record responses on paper. 
Completed work should be dropped off at your child’s school. Please contact your child’s school for the dates and 
times to drop off your child’s work.   
 
If you need additional resources to support virtual learning, please visit: https://www.slps.org/extendedresources 

 

https://www.slps.org/extendedresources


St. Louis Public Schools 
Continuous Learning Plans 
Grades 3-5 Visual Art  ** Students are encouraged to color or free draw every week.** 
 

Sept. 

WEEK 

1 

Activities:  “What do I 

do?” 

 
What needs to be done in 

order to learn the material? 

Resources: “What do I need to do it?” 

 
What print and electronic resources are available to 

support your learning?  What materials are needed? 

Examples: “What does it look like?” 

 
 

Complete 2 of the attached 
grid drawing worksheets.  Be 
sure to draw one square at a 
time. 

• Pencil 

• See worksheets attached 

• Video:  How to draw using a grid.  Start video at 1:30  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dsl9yxymCb4 

 

 

Draw a still life – Set up a 
display of 5 objects that are 
special to you.  Make sure 
they are close together or 
touching 

• Blank paper – copy paper, construction paper, etc. 

• Pencil 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dsl9yxymCb4


St. Louis Public Schools 
Continuous Learning Plans 
High School Visual Art 
 

Sept.

WEEK 

2 

Activities:  “What do I 

do?” 

 
What needs to be done in 

order to learn the material? 

Resources: “What do I need to do it?” 

 
What print and electronic resources are available to 

support your learning?  What materials are needed? 

Examples: “What does it look like?” 

 
 

One-Point Perspective Name 
1. Draw you name in block 

letters (a ruler might be 
helpful) at the top of 
your page. 

2. Draw a dot (vanishing 
point) at the bottom of 
your page. 

3. Draw a straight line from 
the dot to every corner 
of every letter. 

4. Add color. 

• Blank paper – copy paper, construction paper, etc. 

• Pencil 

• Ruler 

• Video:  Drawing basic shapes using one-point perspective.  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dtlwz5Hh
be0 

• See worksheet attached 

 

Warm/Cool Colors 
1. Draw any object that 

you find interesting (toy, 
video game character, 
food, etc.) 

2. Color the subject of your 
drawing with warm colors (red, 
orange, and yellow). 

3. Draw simple patterns in the 
background. 

4. Color the background with cool 
colors (blue, green, and violet). 

• Blank white paper – copy paper, construction paper, etc. 

• Pencil 

• Colored pencils 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dtlwz5Hhbe0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dtlwz5Hhbe0


St. Louis Public Schools 
Continuous Learning Plans 
Grade 3-5 Visual Art 
 

Sept. 

WEEKS 

3 and 4 

Activities:  “What do I 

do?” 

 
What needs to be done in 

order to learn the material? 

Resources: “What do I need to do it?” 

 
What print and electronic resources are available to 

support your learning?  What materials are needed? 

Examples: “What does it look 

like?” 

 
 

1. Create any two-
dimensional artwork 
that shows at least 4 
Elements of Art and 2 
Principles of Art. 

a. Elements of 
Art (line, 
shape, space, 
value, form, 
texture, and 
color) 

b. Principles of 
Art (balance, 
contrast, 
emphasis, 
movement, 
pattern, 
rhythm, and 
unity/variety) 

2. Label the examples of 
the Elements and 
Principles on your 
drawing. 

 
 

• Art supplies of your choice 

• See Elements of Art and Principles of Art attached. 

• Video:  Elements of Art 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uVrh3frrC38 

• Video:  Principles of Art (Design) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZK86XQ1iFVs 

 

 
 
 

 

Texture 

Contrast 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uVrh3frrC38
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZK86XQ1iFVs


 

 

 

 

1. Draw a large scene on 
the sidewalk with 
sidewalk chalk. 

 
2. Lay down or sit down 

in the picture and 
pretend to be part of 
the scene.  (For 
example:  Draw an 
outer space scene, lay 
down on the sidewalk, 
pretend to fly through 
space.) 

 
3. Have you parents take 

a photo of you in your 
drawing. 

• Sidewalk chalk 

• Smart Phone or camera 

 

 

  Draw a sketch of what 
you are doing 
everyday in the 
“Snapshot” worksheet 
provided. 

• Pencil 

• Colored Pencils 

• Worksheet attached  

 



 



 



          

 



 



Visual Art – Grades 3-5 

Sketch what you did every day this week. 

 

Snapshot of Your Week 



Elements of Art 

 



Principles of Art 
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